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OBSERVATIONS 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
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N 2 HE efforts of Great-Britain to noe theſe 


United States being now almoſt brought to a 


period ; it is proper that the citigens of America 


ſhould look over the ground they have trodden. This 


becomes neceſſary in order that the preſent generation may 


fully comprehend thoſe two points which poſterity indeed 


will perceive at a ſingle glance, but which it is of im- 
portance to the conſciences of men to be well informed 
of now. For certainly it becomes us to know that the 
conteſt which hath emancipated our country, originated 
with our enemies, and hath been by them urged on for 
the purpoſes of domination: while on our part every ſtep 


hath been taken conſiſtent with poſſible ſafety to deprecate 


their vengeance and avert the calamities of war, 


Fox the better underſtanding this important ſubject, 
we muſt take a curſory view of the Britiſh colonies before 


the revolution, previous to which it may be _ to 


make ſome few remarks on the circumſtance of coloni- 

zation. This tho' it introduced new incidents not to be 

met with in the antient hiſtories of human affairs, neither 

did or could introduce any new reaſon or new maxims of 
juſtice. 


Tux great principle therefore is and ever will remain 
in force, that MEN ARE BY NATURE FREE. AS ac- 
countable to him that made them, they muſt be fo; 
and fo long as we have any idea of divine juſtice, we 
muſt aſſociate that of human freedom. Whether men can 
part with their liberty is among the queſtions which have 
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121 
exerciſed the ableſt writers 2 but it is conceded on all 
hands, that the right to be free can never be alienated, 
Still leſs is it practicable for one generation to mortgage 
the privileges of another. The right of a ſtate over its 
own members hath alſo been brought into queſtion ; and 
there are not wanting authorities to ſhew, that citizens 
who renounce allegiance and protection may fly from the 
territories of the Tate, and erect new independent go- 
vernments in new countries. Be this as it may, the point 
is Clear that when the conſent of government is obtained, 
the individuals are again in a ſtate of nature; alike free 
either to ſubmit to a fociety exiſting or to eſtabliſh one, 
as their intereſt or their inclination may prompt. Here 
then is the ſituayion of thoſe who wearied with the con- 
tentions and oppreſſions of the old world, boldly threw 
themſclves upon the protection of Providence to explore 
the new, and traverſed the ocean to inhabit a wilderneſs 
amid nations of barbarous foes. Theſe firſt adventurers, 
inſpired by freedom, ſupported by induſtry, and protected 
by Heaven,” became inured to toil, to hardſhip, and to 
war. In ſpite therefore of every obſtacle they obtained a 
ettlement; and then turned their attention to the Fenrity 
of thoſe equal rights for which they had encountered ſo 
many perils and inconveniencies. For this purpoſe th 


. framed independent conſtitutions ; and theſe however dif- 


ferent in form, were all inſpired by the ſame ſpirit, and 
all founded on that eternal maxim of free governments, 
that no man can be bound by laws to which he does not 
conſent. Theſe little pubis ſoon began to flouriſh 
with a vigor and beauty adequate to the radical energy of 
their brit principle. Of conſequence they became a de- 
firable object to that genius of enterprize which had 
animated the monarchies of Europe. On the other hand, 
their weakneſs required ſome antient trunk to ſupport 
them for a while in the ſtorm of ambition. Our ——— 
therefore, ſtimulated by their neceſſities, and ſeduced by 
ancient habits, and the remembrance of former friendſhips 
and connections, were eaſily prevailed on to ſubject them- 
ſelves to the king of England, in conſequence of his 


ſolemn promiſe to afford them protection in common with 


all his other ſubjects againſt foreign force and internal 


violence. The Britiſh co:omes then, under that name, 


were 


© 


„ 

were in fact ſo many independent ſtates, whoſe only po- 
litical connection with each other and with the ET 
parts of the Britiſh empire, was by means of a common 
ſovereign, It followed from their natural and political 
ſituation that this connection could not be permanent, 
and indeed the fabric muſt have crumbled to pieces at a 
much earlier period if it had not been cemented” by the 
ſameneſs of manners and language, a ftriking finularity 
of civil inſtitutions, a continued intercourſe for the pur- 
es of commerce and other circumſtances of the like 
kind. For the intereſts of Great-Britain and America 
Were diametrically oppoſite, whether we conſider them 
Either in a political or commercial view. It was for in- 
ſtance the intereſt of Great-Britain, that ge dependents 
there ſhould rebuild their ſhattered fortunes here, and the 
wealthy citizens of this country expend their property at 
the metropolis. That we ſhould. be obliged to take part 
in all their wars whether for defence or conqueſt, That 
our trade ſhould be confined to their ports ; and finally, 
that they ſhould' have a power by laws paſſed in their par- 
liament to bind us in A caſes” whincſoryer z and not only 
did the difference of intereſts work to this end, but nature 
- had fo widely ſeparated the two countries, that it was im- 
poſſible they could long have been joined together upon 

terms even of deſpotiſm, | 


From what hath already been ſaid it muſt appear, that 
as a' free people we could not be bound by arbitrary 
edicts of the prince, that by ſtill ſtronger reaſons we could 
not be bound by the more arbitrary edicts of our fellow 
ſubjects; and of conſequence, that altho* the prince and 
our fellow ſubjects ſhould join againſt us whatever force 
they might acquire, they could acquire no right by the 
union, But it will appear alſo, that we had on ever 
principle a right to become -independent, particularly if 
the crown ſhould violate thoſe contracts which formed the 
baſis of an union, For let us ſuppoſe that when our ance- 
{tors quitted Europe, they went on the general principle of 
diſclaiming allegiance to and, protection from the ſeveral 
ſtates of which they were ſubje&s, or that they came hither 
with the permiſſion of thoſe ſtates, and even under a con- 


tract with the king of England. And when they arrived 
he A2 here 
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here, let us ſuppoſe either that they eſtabliſhed independent 
governments which afterwards became ſubject by agree- 
ment, or that a conditional ſubjection was interwoven in 
their frame 3—ſtill the exiſtence of the contract remains 
unimpeached ; or even on a ſuppoſition that they had actu- 
ally bargained for unconditional ſubmiſſion, ſtill that bar- 
gain would have been from its very nature void as to them; 
or if not to them, at leaſt to their offſpring; and of conſe- 
quence from the principle of all free ſocieties, the contract 
will {till reſult. And it being evident that the two coun- 
tries not only had not, but really could not have (on free 
5 any political connection but thro? the prince 
o that right exerciſed in the revolution of England de- 
monſtrated ſince, and generally admitted, muſt neceſſarily 
w with it the right to independence, which is above 

ted. 7 | 


_ Previovs to the laſt war a few acts were paſſed in 
England infringing on the liberties of America ; and but 
a few for the two following reaſons, 1ſt. Becauſe Ame- 
rica was at that time an object of very little national 
attention, 2dly, Becauſe the poſſeſſions of the French 
enabled them to give ſuch effectual aid in caſe of rupture, 
that it was imprudent to tempt us too far, Theſe acts 
however were obeyed, cent, the reſtraints were of no 
great conſequence ; and becauſe we were too ſenſible of 
our weakneſs to be fully ſenſible of our rights, or at leaſt 
to vindicate them. But during the courſe of the war, the 
weight and magnitude of America became viſible ; and at. 
the peace, this great object was (or at leaſt ſeemed to be) 
inſeparably annexed to the crown of Britain, On the 
other hand, we had felt our own force, and were relieved 
from a neighbour whoſe views at that time cramped our 
growth and repreſſed our efforts. The conſequence of this 
change was inſtantly perceived, Great-Britain claimed 
revenue and dominion, We refuſed the one, and diſputed 
the other, e 


Tur hiſtory which Congreſs gave in their addreſs to 
America of October 1774, will on this occaſion deſerve 


our ſerious attention. It is as follows: „Soon after the 
concluſion of the late war, there commenced a memorablg 


change 


1-43 ; 


change in the treatment of theſe colonies. By a ſtatute 
made in the fourth year of the preſent reign, a. time of 
profound peace, alleging the expediency of new provi- 
ſions and regulations for extending the commerce between 
Great- Britain and his majeſty's dominions in America, and 
the neceſſity of raiſmg a revenue inthe ſaid dominions for de- 
 fraying the expences of defending, protecting, and ſecuring 
the ſame,” the commans / Great-Britain undertook to give 
and grant to his majeſty many rates and duties, to be paid 
in theſe colonies, Ts enforce the obſervance of this act, 
it preſcribes a great number of ſevere penalties and fortei- 


" tures ; and in two ſections makes a remarkable diſtinction 


between che · ſubjects in Great-Britain and thoſe in America, 
By the one the penalties and forfeitures incurred there are 


to be recovered in any of the king's courts of record at 


Weſtminſter, or in the court of exchequer in Scotland; 
and by the other, the penalties and forfeitures incurred 
here are to be recovered in any court of record, or in any 
court of admiralty, or vice admiralty, at the election of 
the informer or proſecutor. | 


THe inhabitants of theſe colonies, confiding in the 
juſtice of Great-Britain, were ſcarcely allowed ſufficient 
time to receive and conſider this act before another, well 
known by the name of the ſtamp act, and paſſed in the 
fifth year of this reign, engroſſed their whole attention. 
By this ſtatute the Britiſh parliament exerciſed in the moſt 
explicit manner a power of taxing us, and extending the 
juriſdiction of courts of admiralty and vice admiralty in 
the colonies to matters ariſing within the body of a county, 
and directed the numerous penalties and forſeitures thereby 
inflicted to be recovered in the ſaid courts, 


Is the ſame year a tax was impoſed upon us by an act 
eſtabliſhing ſeveral new fees in the cuſtoms. In the next 
year the ſtamp act was repealed; not becauſe it was founded 
2 erroneous principle, but as the repcaling act recites, 
xecauſe the continuance thereof would be attended with 
many inconveniencies, and might be productive of con- 
** ſequences greatly detrimental to the commercial intereſt 
of Gret-Britain,” | 9 $515 62 
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Is the ſame year and by a ſubſequent ac it was declared, 


that his majeſty in parliament of right had power to bind 


the' people of colonies by ſtatutes in all caſes what- 


cc 
“ ſoever,” 


In the fame year another a& was paſſed, for impoſin 
rates and Free rodro in theſe colonies, In this 2 
the commons ling the terms of giving and granting, 
& humbly beſought his majeſty that it might be ted, 
& c.“ But from a declaration in the preamble, that the 
rates and duties were © in lieu of” ſeveral others granted 
by the ſtatute firſt before mentioned for raiſing a revenue, 
and from ſome other expreſſions it appears that theſe duties 
were intended for that purpoſe. 5 5 EO, 


Ix the next year, [1767] an act was made © to enable 
& his majeſty to put the cuſtoms and other duties in Ame- 
rica under the management of commithoners, &c.“ 
And the king thereupon erected the preſent expenſive 


board of commiitioners, for the expreſs purpoſe of car- 


rying into execution the ſeveral acts relating to the revenue 


and trade in America, * 


AFTER the repeal of the ſtamp act, havin again re- 
ſigned ourſelves to our ancient unſuſpicious affections for 
the parent ſtate, and anxious to avoid any controverſy with 
her, in hopes of a favourable alteration in ſentiments and 
meaſures towards us, we did not preſs our objections 
againſt the above mentioned ſtatutes made ſubſequent to 
that repeal. „ Hs GIL" | | 


ADMINISTRATION, attributing to trifling cauſes a con- 
duct that really proceeded from generous motives, were 
encouraged in the ſame year [1767] to make a bolder 
experiment on the patience of America, | 


By a ſtatute commonly called the glaſs, paper and tea act, 
made fifteen months after the 9 of the ſtamp act, the 
commons of Great-Britain reſumed their former language, 
and again undertook to give and grant rates and duties 
<« to be paid in theſe colonies,” for the expreſs purpoſe of 
<« raiſing a revenue to defray tht N of the admini- 
« {tration of juſtice, the ſupport of civ aber” and 
b > 


(4-7 
© defending the king's domitions” on this continent, 
The penalties and forfeitures incurred under this ſtatute, 
are to be recovered in the ſame manger with thoſe men- 
tioned in the foregoing acts. 3 | 


To this ſtatute ſo naturally tending to diſturb the tran- 
quillity then univerſal throughout the colonies, parliament 
in the ſame ſeſſion added another no leſs extraordinary. 


Es fince- the making the preſent peace, a ſtanding 
army has been kept in theſe colonies : from reſpect for 
the mother country the innovation was not only tolerated, 

but the l legiſlatures generally made proviſion 
for ſupplying the troops. INDIE CEE 


Tur aſſembly of the province of New-York, having 
paſſed an act of this kind, but differing in ſome articles 
from the directions of the act of parliament made in the 
fifth year of this reign, the houſe of repreſentatives in that 
colony was prohibited by a ſtatute made in the laſt ſeſhon 
mentioned, from making any bill, order, reſolution, or 
vote, except for adjourning or chuſing a ſpeaker, until 
proviſion ſhould be made by the faid aſſembly for furniſhing 
the troops within that province not only with all ſuch ne- 
ceſſaries as were required by the ſtatute which they were 
charged with diſobeying, but alſo with thoſe required by 
two other ſubſequent ſtatutes, which were declared to be 
in force until the twenty-fourth day of March, 176g. 


Tusk ſtatutes of the year 1767, revived the ap 


henfions and diſcontents that had entirely ſubſided on the 


repeal of the ſtamp act; and amidſt the juſt fears and 
jealouſies thereby occaſioned, a ſtatute was made in the 
next year [ 1768) to eſtabliſh courts of admiralty and vice 
admiralty on a new model, expreſsly for the end of more 
effectually recovering of the penalties and forfeitures in- 
flicted by acts of parliament, framed for the purpoſe of 
railing a revenue in Americay &. 
FRE | 

THz immediate tendeney of-theſe ſtatutes is, to ſub- 
vert the right of having a ſhare in legiſlation, by rendering 
aſſemblies uſeleſs ; the right of property, by taking the 
money of the coloniſts without their conſent ; the right of 


* 
* 


LS 


trial by jury, by ſubſtituting in their place trials in ad- 
miralty and vice admiralty courts, where ſingle judges 
prefide, holding their commiſſions during pleaſure ; and 
unduly to influence the courts of common law, by ren- 
dering the judges thereof totally dependent on the crown 
for their ſalaries. KI 


Tuxsx ſtatutes, not to mention many others exceed- 
ingly exceptionable, compared one with another, will be 
found not only to form a regular ſyſtem, in which every -_ 
part has great force, but alſo a pertinacious adherence to 
that ſyſtem for ſubjugating theſe colonies, that are not, 
and from local circumſtances cannot be repreſented in the 


| houſe of commons, to the uncontroulable and unlimited 


power of . parſiament, in violation of their undoubted 
rights and liberties---in contempt of their humble and 
repeated ſupplications. x 


SEveRE as the acts of parliament before mentioned 
are, yet the conduct of adminiſtration hath been equally 
injurious, and irritating to this devoted country, 


UNDER pretence of governing them, ſo many new in- 
ſtitutions uniformly rigid and dangerous have been intro- 
duced, as could only be expected from incenſed maſters, 
for collecting the tribute or rather the plunder of conq 


- Provinces, 1 OE 


By an order of the king, the authority of the com- 
mander in chief, and under him of the brigadier generals, 


in time of peace, is rendered ſupreme in all the civil go- 


vernments in America; and thus an uncontroulable mili- 
tary power is veſted in officers not known to the conſti- 
tution of theſe colonies. 


A LARGE body of troops, and a conſiderable armament 
of ſhips of war, have been ſent to aſſiſt in taking their 
money without their conſent. - 


_ ExPENSIVE nd 3 offices have been multiplied, 
and the acts of corruption induſtriouſly practiſed to divide 
and deſtr Oy. T7 

| | THE 
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Tux judges of the admiralty and vice admiralty courts | 
are impowered to receive their ſalaries and fees from the 
effects to be condemned by themſelves, | 


Tus commiſſioners of the cuſtoms are impowered to 
break open and enter houſes without the authority of any 
civil magiſtrate founded on legal information. 


| | Jvooxs of courts of common law have been made en- 
i 8 on the crown for their commiſſions and 
ſalaries. 


A covar has been eſtabliſhed at Rhode-Iſſand, for the 
purpoſe of taking coloniſts to England to be tried. 


HumMBLE and reaſonable petitions from the repreſenta- 
tives of the people, have been frequently treated with 
contempt : and aſſemblies have been repeatedly and arbi- 
trarily diſſolved. 


From ſome few inſtances it will ſufficient! appear, | 
on what pretences of juſtice thoſe diſſolutions have been 
founded, | | | 


Tat tranquillity of the colonies having been again | 
diſturbed, as has been mentioned, by the ſtatutes of the | 
year 1767, the earl of mms ſecretary gf ſtate, 
in a letter to governor Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, 
cenſures the preſumption” of the houſe of repreſentatives | 
for < reſolving upon a meaſure of ſo inflammatory a nature, 
<< as that of writing to the other colonies, on the ſubject k 
© of their intended repreſentations againſt ſome late acts | 
s of parliament ;” then declares, that his majeſty con- | 
& ſiders this ſtep as evidently tending to create unwar- 
<< rantable combinations, to excite an unjuſtifiable oppo- 
< ſition to the conſtitutional authority of parliament ;” 
and afterwards adds, it is the king's pleaſure, that as 
e ſoon as the general court is again aſſembled, at the time 
& preſcribed by the charter, you ſhould require of the 
t houſe of repreſentatives, in his majeſty's name, to re- 


— 


ſeind the refolution _ gave birth to the circular 


letter 


„ 
B 


* letter from the ſpeaker, and to declare their diſappro- 
** bation of and diſſent to that raſh and haſty proceeding,” 


i 6 Tr the new aſſembly ſhould refuſe to comply with his 
. << majeſty's reaſonable expectation, it is the king's plea- 
< ſure, that you ſhould immediately diſſolve them.“ 


THis letter being laid before the houſe, and the refo- 
lution not being reſcinded according to order, the afſembly 
was diſſolved. A letter of a ſimilar nature was [ſent to 
other governors, to procure reſolutions, approving the con- 
duct of the repreſentatives of Maſlachuſetts-Bay, to be 
reſcinded alſo; and the houſes of repreſentatives in other 
colonies refuling to comply, their aſſemblies were diſſolved; 


THest mandates ſpoke a language to which the ears of 
Engliſh ſubjects had for ſeveral generations been ſtrangers. 
The nature of aſſemblies implies a power and right of 
deliberation ; but theſe commands, proſcribing the.exerciſe 
of judgment on the propriety of the requititions made, 

left to the aſſemblies only the election between dictated 
fubmiſſion, and th puniſhment: a puniſhment too 

founded on no other act than ſuch as is deemed innocent 
even in flaves---of agreeing in petitions for redreſs of 
grievances that equally affect all. 5 


Tus hoſtile and unjuſtifiable invaſion of the town of 
Boſton ſoon followed theſe events in the fame year; 
though that town, the province in which it is fituated, 
and all the colonies from abhorrence of a conteſt with their 
parent ſtate, permitted the execution even of thoſe ſtatutes 
againſt which oo ſo unanimouſly were complaining, re- 
monſtrating and ſupplicating. | 


ADMINISTRATION, determined to ſubdue a fpirit of 
freedom which Engliſh miniſters ſhould have rejoiced to 
cheriſh, entered into a monopohzing combination with 
the Eaſt-India company, to fend” to this continent vaſt 
quantities of tea, an article on which a duty was laid by 
a ſtatute that in a particular manner attacked the liberties 
of America, and which therefore the inhabitants of theſe 
colonies had reſolved not to import. The _ oo to 

outh- 


19 


South-Carolina was ſtored, and not allowed to be fold. 
Thoſe ſent to Philadelphia and New- Vork were not per- 
mitted to be landed. That ſent to Baſton was deſtroyed, 
= governor Hutchinſon would not ſuffer it to be re- 
tur | | 


On the intelligence of theſe tranſactions arriving in 
Great-Britain, the public ſpirited town laſt mentioned 
was ſingled out for deſtruction, and it was determined the 
| e it belongs to ſhould partake of its fate. In the 

laſt ſeſſion of parliament therefore were paſſed the acts for 
ſhutting up the ports of Boſton, indemnifying the mur- 
derers of the inhabitants of Maſlachuſetts-Bay, and chang- 
ing their chartered conſtitution of government, To en- 
force theſe acts, that province is again invaded by a fleet 


To mention theſe outrageous proceedings, is ſufficient 
to explain them, For though it is . that the 
province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay has been particularly diſ- 
reſpectful to Great- Britain, yet in truth the behaviour of 
the people in other colonies, has been an equal “ oppo- 
*« ſition to the power aſſumed by parliament.” No ſtep 
however has been taken againſt any of the reſt. This 
artful conduct conceals ſeveral deſigns. It is expected 
that the province of Maſſachuſetts Bay will be irritated 
into ſome violent action that may diſpleaſe the reſt of the 
continent, or that may induce the people of Great- Britain 
to approve the meditated vengeance of an imprudent and 
exaſperated miniſtry, If the unexampled pacific temper 
of that province ſhall diſappoint this part of the plan, it 
is hoped the other colonies will be ſo far intimidated as ta 
deſert their brethren, ſuffering in a common cauſe, and 
that thus diſunited, all may be ſubdued. | £44 


To promote theſe deſigns, another meaſure has been 
purſued, In the ſeſſion of parliament lait mentioned, an 
act was: paſſed for changing the government of Quebec, 
by which act the Roman catholie religion, inſtead of being 
tolerated, as ſtipulated by the treaty of peace, is eſtabliſhed; 
and the pcople there are deprived of a right to an aſſembly, 
trials by jury, and the Engliſh laws in civil caſes are 
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aboliſhed, and inſtead thereof the French laws are eſta- 
liſhed, in direct violation of his majeſty's promiſe by his 
royal S under the faith of which many Engliſh 
ſubjects ſettled in that province; and the limits of that 
province are extended ſo as to comprehend thoſe vaſt re- 
ions that lie adjoining to the northerly and weſterly 
boundaries of theſe colonies. 5 n 


Tux authors of this arbitrary arrangement flatter them- 
ſelves, that the inhabitants deprived of liberty, and art- 
fully provoked againſt thoſe of another religion, will be 
proper inſtruments for aſſiſting in the oppreſſion of ſuch 
as differ from them in the — 4 of government and faith. 


From the detail of facts herein before recited, as well 
as from authentic intelligence received, it is clear beyond 
a doubt, that a reſolution is formed and now carrying into 
execution, to extinguiſh the freedom of theſe colonies by 
ſubjecting them to a deſpotic government, 


% 


For the redreſs of theſe grievances, the Congreſs of 
America, inſtead of flying to arms, which, however juſti- 
fable, would not perhaps have been wiſe, and which cer- 
tainly ought as much as poſſible to be avoided, preſented 
a petition to the king, which after taking notice of the 
ſeveral executive and legiſlative acts before mentioned, 
proceeds  thus.---** To a ſovereign who glories in the 
name of Briton, the bare recital of theſe acts muſt, we 
preſume, juſtify the loyal ſubjects who fly to the foot of 
his throne, and implore his clemency for protection again 


_ From this deſtructive ſyſtem of colony adminiſtration, 
adopted ſince the concluſion of the laſt war, have flowed 
thoſe diſtreſſes, dangers, fears and jealouſies that over- 
whelm your majefty's dutiful coloniſts with affliction : 
and we defy our moſt ſubtle and inveterate enemies to 
trace the unhappy differences between Great-Britain and. 
theſe colonies, from an earlier period, or from other cauſes, 
than we have aſſigned. Had they proceeded on our own 
part from a reſtleſs levity of "temper, unjuſt impulſes of 
ambition, or artful ſuggeſtions of ſeditious perſons, we 
1 58 ſhould 
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ſhould merit the opprobrious terms frequently beſtowed 
upon us by thoſe we revere. But ſo far from promoting 
innovations, we have only oppoſed them; and can be 
charged with no offence unleſs it be one to receive injuries 


Hap our creator been pleaſed to give us exiſtence in a 
land of ſlavery, ths ſenſe of our condition might have 
been mitigated by ignorance and habit. But, thanks be 
o his adgrable-goodneſs, we were born the heirs of free- 
e enjpyed our right under the auſpices of 
your royal anceſtors, whoſe family was ſeated on the Bri- 
tiſh throne to reſcue and ſecure a pious: and gallant nation 
from the deſpotiſm of a ſuperſtitious and inexorable tyrant. 
Your majeſty, we are confident, juſtly rejoices that your 
title to the crown is thus founded on the title of your 
people to liberty ; and therefore, we doubt not but your 
royal wiſdom muſt approve the ſenſibility that teaches your 
ſubjeRts anxiouſly to guard the bleffing they received from 
- Divine Providence, and thereby to prove the performance 
of that compact which elevated the illuſtrious houſe of 

Brunſwick to the imperial dignity it now poſſeſſes. 

| % 


THE apprehenſion of being degraded into a- ſtate of 
ſervitude from the pre-eminent rank of Englith freemen, 
while our minds retain the ſtrongeſt love of liberty and 
clearly foreſee the miſeries preparing for us and our po- 

ſterity, excites emotions in our breaſts, which though we 
cannot deſcribe, we ſhould not wiſh to conceal. Feeli 
as men, and thinking as ſubjects in the manner we do, 
ſilence would be diſſoyalty. By giving this faithful in- 
formation, we do all in our power to promote the great 
objects of your royal cares, the tranquillity of your go- 
vernment, and the welfare of your people. 


Dur to your majeſty, and regard for the preſervation - 
of ourſelves — our xy + No — primary obligations of 
nature and ſociety, command us to entreat your royal at- 
tention ; and as your majeſty enjoys the ſignal diſtinction 
of reigning over freemen; we apprehend the language of 
freemen cannot be diſpleaſing. Your royal indignation, 
we hope, will rather fall on thoſe deſigning and dangerous 
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men who daringly interpoſing themſelves between your 
royal perſon. and your faithful ſubjects, and for ſeveral 
ears paſt inceſſantly employed to diſlolve the bonds of 
- Jociety, by abuling your majeſty's authority, miſrepre- 
ſenting your American ſubjects, and proſecuting the moſt 
deſperate and irritating projects of oppreſſion, have at 
length compelled us by the force of accumulated injuries, 
too ſevere to be any longer tolerable, to diſturb your ma- 
jeſty's repoſe by our complaints 


Trzss ſentiments are extorted from hearts that much 
more willingly would bleed in your majeſty's ſervice. 
Yet fo greatly have we been miſrepreſented, that a ne- 
ceſſity has been alleged of taking our property from us 
without our conſent, to defray the charge of the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtige, the ſupport of civil government, 
and the defence, protection, and ſecurity of the colonies.” 
But we beg leave to aſſure your majeſty, that ſuch pro- 
viſion has been and will be made tor defraying the two 
fiſt articles as has been and ſhall be judged by the legiſla- 
tures of the ſeveral colonies juſt and ſuitable to their re- 
ſpective circumſtances : and for the defence, protection, 
and ſecurity of the colonies, their militias if properly 
regulated, as they earneſtly deſire may immediately be 
done, would be fully ſufficient at leaſt in times of peace; 
and in caſe of war, your faithful coloniſts will be ready 
and willing, as they ever have been when conſtitutionally 
required, to e e their loyalty to your majeſty, by 
exerting their moſt ſtrenuous efforts in granting ſupplies 
and railing forces, | 


Y1ELDING to no Britiſh ſubjects in affectionate at- 
tachment to your majeſty's perſon, . and govern- 


ment, we too dearly prize the privilege of expreſſing that 
attachment by thoſe proofs that are honourable to the 
prince who receives them, and to the people who give 
them, ever to reſign it to any body of men upon earth, 
Had we been permitted to enjoy in quiet the inheritance 
left us by our forefathers, we. Would at this time have 
been peaceably, cheerfully, and uſefully employed in re- 
commending ourſelves by every teſtimony of devdtion ta 
your majeſt /, and of veneration to the ſtate from which 
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we derive our origin. But though now expoſed to un- 
expected and unnatural ſcenes of diſtreſs by a contention 
with that nation in whoſe parental guidance on all im- 
portant affairs we have hitherto, with filial reverer 
conſtantly truſted, and therefore can derive no inſtruction 
in our / preſent unhappy and perplexing circumſtances 
from any former experience; yet, we doubt not, the 
purity of our intentions and the integrity of our conduct 
will juſtify us at chat grand tribunal before which all 
mankind muſt ſubmit to judgment. 


Wx aſkibut for peace, liberty, and ſafety. We wiſh 
not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do we ſolicit 
the grant of any new right in our favour. Your ro 
authority over us and our connexion with Great - Britain, 


we ſhall always carefully and zealouſſy endeavour to ſup- 
port and maintain, 5 | 


Flip with ſentiments of duty to your majeſty and 
of affection to our parent ſtate, deeply impreſſed by our 
education, and ſtrongly confirmed by our reaſon, and 
anxious to evince the ſincerity of theſe diſpoſitions, we 
preſent this petition only to obtain redrefs. of grievances, 
and relief from fears and jealouſies occaſioned by the ſyſtem 
of ſtatutes and regulations adopted fince the cloſe of the 
laſt war for raiſing a revenue in America---extending the 
powers of courts of admiralty and vice admiralty---trying 
. perſons in Great-Britain for offences alleged to be com- 

mitted in America affecting the province of Maſſachu- 
ſetts-Bay---and altering the government and extendi 
the limits of Quebec : by the abolition of which ſyſtem, 
the harmony between Great-Britain and theſe bee 
fo neceſſary to the happineſs of both, and ſo ardently de- 
fired by the latter, and the uſual intercourſes will be im- 
mediately reſtored, In the magnanimity and juſtice of 
your majeſty and parliament we confide for a redreſs of our 
other grievances, truſting, that when the cauſes of our 
apprehenſions are ae. our future conduct will prove 


us not unworthy of the regard we have been accuſtomed, 
in our happier days, to enjoy, For appealing to that Being 
who ſearches thoroughly the hearts of his creatures, we 
ſolemnly profeſs chat our councils have been influenced 


by 


£3 8 
by no other motive than a dread of impending de- 


ſtruction. a 


PERMIT us then, moſt gracious ſovereign, in the name 
of all your faithful people in America, with the utmoſt 
humility, to implore you for the honour of Almighty God, 
whoſe pure religion our enemies are undermining ; for your 
glory which can be advanced nf rendering your ſub- 
jects happy and keeping them united; for the intereſts of 
your family depending on an adherence to the principles 
that enthroned it; for the ſafety and welfare of your 
aw, inp and dominions threatened with almoſt una» 
voidable dangers and diſtreſſes, that your majeſty, as the 
loving father of your whole people, conneded by the 
fame bonds of law, loyalty, faith, and blood, though 
dwelling in various countries, will not ſuffer the tran- 
ſcendent relation formed by theſe ties to be farther violated 
in uncertain expectation of effect, which if attained, never 
can compenſate for the calamities through which they 


We therefore moſt earneſtly beſeech your majeſty, that 
your royal authority and interpoſition may be uſed for our 
relief, and that a gracious anſwer may be given to this 
petition... a 


Tur your majeſty may enjoy every felicity throu 

a long af pris. — nfs Ae — Free: 
and that your deſcendents may inherit your proſperity and 
dominions till time ſhall be no more, is, and always will 
be our ſincere and fervent prayer.” | 


Bur as the king of England was not our only op- 
ponent, but as it were the ally of our fellow ſubjects who 
had taken upon themſelves to claim dominion over us, 
and as it is a Se iy truth that to make men reaſon, 
they muſt be made to feel,---ſo the Congreſs to induce the 
people of Great-Britain to recede from their extravagant 
demands, did, for themſelves and their conſtituents, agree 
and aſſociate as follows, to wit; 1 


« FIRST, 


1 

„ FixsrT, That from and after the firſt day of De- 
eember next, we will not import into Britiſh America, from 
Great-Britain or Ireland, any goods, wares or merchandize 
whatſoever, or from any other place, any ſuch goods, 
wares, or merchandize, as ſhall have been exported from 
Great-Britain or Ireland; nor will we after that day im- 
port any Eaft-India tea from any part of the world; nor 
any molaſſes, ſyrups, paneles, coffee, or pimento, from 
the Britiſb plantations or from Dominica; nor wines from 

Madeira, or the weſtern iſlands ; nor foreign indigo. 


 « SgcoNDLyY, We will neither import nor purchaſe any 
ſlave imported after the firſt day of December next; after 
which time we will wholly diſcontinue the flave trade, 
and will neither be concerned in it ourſelves, nor will we 


hire our veſſels, nor ſell our commodities or manulaQures 
to thoſe who are concerned in it. | ; 


*© THIRDLY, As a non-conſumption agreement ſtrictly 
adhered to, will be an effectual ſecurity for the obſervation 
of the non-importation, we, as above, ſolemnly agree and 
aſſociate, that from this day we will not purchaſe or uſe 
any tea imported on account of the LOO company, or 
any on which a duty hath been or ſhall be paid; and from 
and after the firſt day of March next, we witkngt pur- 
chaſe or uſe any Eaſt-India tea whatever; nir will we, 
nor ſhall any perſon for or under us, purchaſe or uſe any of 
thoſe goods, wares or merchandize, we have agreed not to 
import, which we ſhall know or have cauſe to ſuſpect 
were imported after the firſt day of December, except ſuch 
as come under the rules and directions of the tenth article 
hereafter mentione J. 


% FouRTHLY, The eartieſt deſire we have not to injure 
our fellow ſubjects in Great-Britain, Ireland, or the 2 — 
Indies, induces us to ſuſpend a non- exportation, until the 
tenth day of September, 1775 z at which time, if the faid 
acts and parts of acts of the Brit; parliament herein 
after mentioned are not repealẽd, we will not, ny or 
indirectly, export any merchandize or commodity what- 
ſoever to Great- Britain, Ireland, or the W:ft- Indies, except 
rice to Europe.” N | | 
N - | | AND 
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Ap to inſorce and explain the reaſons of this med- 
ſure, they publiſhed an addreſs to the people of Great- 
Britain. Whoever ſhall read the hiſtory of theſe tranſ- 
actions in a future age, will perhaps be aſtoniſhed that 
after the deſign of our enemies was thus clearly manifeſted, 
no other meaſures were taken to counteract them. To 
ſuppoſe that they would give up the plan fo regular! 
formed and fo deliberately undertaken, without the mol 
cogent neceflity, was certainly abſurd. War therefore 
ſhould have been conſidered as inevitable, and every pro- 
viſion made for it by large importations of Eloathing and 
military ſtores, as well as by negotiations with the rivals 
of Great-Britain, + "iy. 


Tursg things however were not only neglected, but 
the di. c contrary toad was purſucd; ſo that the war 
really found us in à ſituation far more naked and unpro- 
vided than was natural to us. In anſwer to this however 
it is to be obſerved again, that mankind reaſon from their 
feelings. That we were really attached to Great-Britain, 
and ſought only to be united to her, if it were poſſible to 
be ſo, without the total proſtration of all our rights. 
This attachment in fact blinded us to our intereſts ſo 
effectually, that a ee, for war, or a threat of in- 
dependence, would have created the moſt violent ferment, 
Congreſs (Whatever may have been their private ſenti- 
ments) were then, as at preſent, under a neceſſity of eon- 
forming to the popular opinion. Great reliance was 
placed upon the clemency of the prince, the juſtice of the 
people, and the commercial intereſts of the empire. Be- 
ſides all this, war with Great-Britain was a moſt ſerious 
object. It would have been ſuch to any power on earth, 
Succeſs was at leaſt highly doubtful, The conſequence 
of victory on their part muſt have been on ours a total 
ſubjection. However clear might be the right of re- 
ſiſtance in caſes of abſolute neceflity, it ſeemed to be 
highly proper, that this neceſſity ſhould clearly appear 
— the previous ſteps to refiſtance were taken. On 
the whole, jt was perhaps hardly juſfifiable to appeal to 
arms while the remoteſt probability remained of obtaining 
without them the great object of peace, liberty and fafety. 


In 


„ 


Ir was in conformity to theſe ſentiments, that on the 
11th of October, 1774, the Congreſs wrote a letter to 
neral Gage, intreating him to forbear meaſures tending 
| 5 irritatz the people of Maſſachuſctts-Ba „and at the 
| ſame time, ** reſolved unanimouſly, that they be adviſcd 
ſill to conduct themſelves peaccably towards his exccle 
lency general Gage, and his majeſty's troops now ſtationed 
in the town of Boſtohy as far as can poſſibly be conſiſtent 
with their immediate ſafety, and the gurity of the town; 
avoiding and diſcountenancing every violation of his ma- 
a jeſty's roperty, or any inſult to his troops; and that they 
peaceably and firmly” perſevere in the line they are now 
conducting themſelyes on the defenſive,” 


Tris Congreſs having given it as their opinion, that 
another ſhould meet on the tenth of May then next, diſ- 
ſolved itſelf on the 26th of Ottober, 


IT appears that while they were thus ſolicitous for peace, 
our enemies had taken their determinations unalterably ; 
for though the letter of lord Dartmouth to general Gage 
does not appear, the anſwer of the general of the 15th 
December, 1774, contains the fulleſt conviction. He 
ys, Your lordſhip's idea of diſarming certain pro- 
vinces would doubtleſs be conſiſtent with prudence and 
ſafety ; but it neither is, nor has been practicable, without 
having recaurſe to force, and being rs of the country.” 


Turm conſequent conduct appears fulty confonant with 
this general plan ; for the petition to the king received no 
other notice than to be thrown on the table of parliament - 
among the maſs of American 28 by which his intention 
to take part with our fellow ſy jects againſt us was fully 
declared. His miniſters'ayowed the determination to 
compel us to obey the acts they had paſſed; and a very 
conſiderable force was ſent out for that purpoſe, In the 
month of February, a reſolution was agreed to on a mo- 
tion of one of the miniſters, which was at that time called 
a conciliatory motion; and which (allowing us to poſſe ſs 

common ſenſe and common fpirit) was directly the reverſe. 
This will appear from the motion itſelf, and from the ſenſe 
of the ſecond Congreſs upon it. The houſe in a com- 
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' mittee on the American papers, motion made, and que- 
{tion propoſed, | 


« THAT it is the opinion of this committee, that when 
the general council and aſſembly, or general court of any 
of his majeſty's provinces or colonies in America, 1 
propoſe to make - proviſion according to the condition, 
circumſtance, or ſituation of ſueh-province-or colony, for 
contributing their proportion to thecommon defence (ſuch 
proportion to be raiſed under the authority of the general 

court, or general aſſembly of ſuch;pravince-or- * 
and iſpoſable by parliament) and ſhall engage to make 
proviſion alſo for the ſupport of the civil government, and 
the adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch province or colony, it 
will be proper, if ſuch propoſal ſhall be approved by his 
majeſty and the two houſes of parliament, and for ſo long 
as ſuch proviſion ſhall be made accordingly, to forbear in 
reſpect of ſuch province or colony, to lay any duty, tax, 
or aſſeſſment, except only ſuch duties as it may be expe- 
dient to continue to levy or impoſe for the regulation of 
commerce ; the net produce of the duties laſt mentioned 


to be carried to the account of ſuch province or colony 
reſpectively.“ j 


Tn Congreſs took the ſaid reſolution into conſi- 
deration, and are thereupon of opinion, 


THAT the colonies of America are entitled to the ſole 
and excluſive privilege of giving and granting their own 
money : that this involves a right of deliberating whether 
hey will make any gift, for what purpoſes it ſhall be made,' 
and what ſhall be its amount; and that it is a high breach 
of this privilege for any body of men, extraneous to their 
conſtitutions, to preſcribe the purpoſes for which mo 
ſhall be levied on them, to take to themſelves the authority 
of judging of their conditions, circumſtances and ſituations, 


| . 22 determining the amount of the contribution to be 
evied. | 5 * 


Tur as the colonies poſſeſs a right of appropriating 
their gifts, ſo are they intitled at all times to enquire into 


their application, to ſee that they be not waſted e 
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the venal and corrupt, for the purpoſe of undermining the 
civil rights of the givers, nor yet be diverted to the ſupport 
of ſtanding armies, inconſiſtent with their freedom and 
ſubverſive of their quiet. To propoſe therefore, as this 
reſolution does, that the monies given by the colonies ſhall 
be ſubje& to the diſpoſal of parliament alone, is to propoſe 
that they ſhall relinquiſh this right of enquiry, and put it 
in the power of others to render their gifts ruinous, in 
proportion as they are liberal. | 1 


Tarar this privilege of giving or of with- holding our 
monies, is an important barrier againſt the undue exertion 
of prerogative, which if left altogether without controul, 
may be exerciſed to our great oppreſſion ; and all hiſtory 
ſhews how efficacious is its interceſſion for redreſs of griev- 
ances and re-eſtabliſhment of rights, and how improvident 


* 


it would be to part with ſo powerful a mediator. 


W are of opinion that the propoſition contained in 


this reſolution is unreaſonable and inſidious; unreaſonable, 


becauſe if we declare we accede to it, we declare without 
reſervation we will purchaſe the favour of parliament, not 


knowing at the ſame time at what price they will pleaſe to 


eſtimate their favour ; it is inſidious, becauſe individual 
colonies having 'bid and bidden again, till they ind the 
avidity of the ſeller too great for all their powers lo ſatisfy, 
are then to return into oppoſition, divided from their ſiſter 
colonies, whom the miniſter will have previouſly detached 
by a grant of eaſier terms, or by an artful procraſtination 
& > Sefinitive ante; „CCC Tan 


THAT the ſuſpenſion of the exerciſe of their pretended 


power of taxation being expreſsly made commenſurate 


with the continuance of our gifts, theſe muſt be perpetual 
to make that ſo. Whereas no experience has ſhewn that 
a gift of perpetual revenue ſecures a perpetual return of 
duty or of kind diſpoſition. On the contrary, the par- 
liament itſelf wiſely attentive to this obſervation; are in 
the eſtabliſhed practice of granting their ſupplies from year 
„ . 8 St 2s 
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Prerxous and determined as we are to conſider in the | 


moft diſpaſhonate . ever Suing advance towards a 


reconciliation made b 5 ritiſb parltament, let our bre- 
thren of Britain refl what woul have been the ſacrifice 


to men of free ſpirits, had even fair terms been profered 
as theſe infiduous propoſals ware with circumſtances of 
inſult and defiance, A propoſition to 57 our money 
accompanied with large fleets and armies, ſeems addreſied 
to our fears rather than to our freedom, "With what pa- 
tience would Britons have received articles of treaty from 
any power on earth, when borne op the point of a a 
by military plenipotentaries ? ? 


Wr think the attempt unneceſſary to ck upon us 
force or by threats. our proportional contributions to 
common 4 when all know, and themſelves acknow- 
lege, we have fully contributed whenever called upon to 
do ſo in the charaar of freemen, 


Wx are of opinion it is not juſt that the colonies would 

required to oblige themſelves to other contributions, 
while Great-Britain poſſeſſes a monopoly of their trade. 
This of itſelf lays them under heavy contributien. To 
demand therefore additional aids in the form of a tax, is 
to demand the double of their equal proportion ; if we 
are to contribute equally with the other parts of the em- 
pire, let us equally with them enjoy free commerce with 
the whole world. But while the reſtrictions on our trade 
mut to us the reſources of wealth, is it,juſt we ſhould 
bear all other burthens ry with thoſe to whom "ny 
reſource is open ? 


We conceive that the By:itifh parliament has no right 
to intermeddle with our proviſions for the ſupport of civil 
| nt, or adminiſtration of juſtice. The proviſions 
we have made are ſuch is pleaſe ourſelves, and are agreeable 
to our own circumſtances : they anſwer the ſubſtantial pur- 
2 of government and of juſtice, and other purpoſes 

theſe ſhould not be 1 We do not, mean that 
our people ſhall be burthened with oppreffive taxes, to 
provide fine.cures for the idle or the wicked, under colour. 
of Eg for a civil liſt, While parliament 8 | 
ir 
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their plan of civil government within their own jurif⸗ 
dition, we allo hope to purſue ours without moleſtation. 


Wx are of opinion; the propoſition is altogether unſa- 
tisfactory, becauſe it imports only à ſuſpenſion of the 

mode, not a renunciation of the pretended right to tax 
us; becauſe tos it does not propoſe to repeal the ſevetal 
acts of parliament paſſed for the purpoſes. of reſtraining 
the trade, and altering the form of government of one of 
dur colonies ; extending the boundaries and changing the 
government of Quebec; enlarging the juriſdiction of the 


| courts of admiralty and vice admiralty ; taking from us 


the rights of trial by a jury of the vicinage, in caſes 
affecting both life and property ; tranſporting us into other 
countries to be tried for crinunal offences; exempting by 
mock-trial the murderers of coloniſts from puniſhment z 
and quartering ſoldiers on us in times of profound peace. 
Nor do they renounce the power of ſuſpending our own 
legiſlatures, and legiſlating for us themſelves in all. caſes 
whatſoever. On the contrary, to ſhew they mean no diſ- 
continuance of injury, they paſs acts at the very time of 
holding out this propoſition, for reſtraining the commerce 
and fiſheries of the provinces of Nzw-England, and for 
Interdicting the trade of other ,colonies with all foreign 
nations, and with each other. This proves unequivo- 


cally they mean not to relinquiſh the exerciſe of indiſ- 


criminate legiſlation over us. 

Vox the whole, this propoſition ſeems to have been 
held up to the world, to deceive it into a belief that there 
was nothing in diſpute between us but the mode of levyin 
taxes; and that the parliament having now been ſo — 
as to give up this, the colonies are unreaſonable if not 
perfectly ſatisfied : whereas in truth, our adverfaries ſtill 
claim a tight of demanding ad libitum, and of taxing us 
themſelves to the full amount of their demand, if we do 
not comply with it. This leaves us without any thing 
we can call property. But what is of more importance, 
and what in this propoſal they keep out of ſight, as if no 
ſuch point was now in conteſt between us, — claim a 
tight to alter our charters and eſtabliſhed laws, leave us 
without any ſecurity for our lives or liberties. The pro- 


poſition 


12 
bio. 
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poſition ſeems alſo to have been calculated more particu- 
larly to Jull into fatal ſecurity our well-affected fellow 
ſubjects on the other tide the water, till time ſhould be 
given for the operation of thoſe arms, which a Britifh 
miniſter pronounced would inſtantaneouſly reduce the 
« cowardly” ſons of America to unreſerved ſubmiſſion.“ 


Wrar muſt always appear aſtoniſhing is, that the Bri- 
tiſh miniſtry could ever have ſuppoſed that the propoſi- 
tion could be ſatisfactory, or rather that they could har- 
bour a doubt, that it would be re with. contempt ;_ 
yet leſt this ſhould not be the caſe, no opportunity was 
ever given to try the efficacy of it: for on the nineteenth 
of April, the fatal blow was ſtruck at Lexington, which 
ſevered the empire. The reaſons are apparent, Their 
force and our weakneſs gave them unbounded confidence. 
They ſuppoſed themſelves certain of victory. They ſup- 
poſed us equally certain of defeat. Palpable therefore as 
was the artifice of the conciliatory motion, it was not 
impoſhble Congreſs at their meeting in May, might lay 
hold of it as a ground of treaty. If they ſhould, the ood 
ſenſe and the juſtice of our fellow ſubzects might 2 
interpoſed to prevent our deſtruction. No time therefore 
was to be loſt in putting that to the iſſue of arms, which 
would not bear the teſt of argument. It was hoped that 
the juſtice of our cauſe would be hidden by our inability 
to ſupport it ; and their uſurpations diſguiſed and adorned 
by the ſplendors of ſucceſs. Here then commences a new 
ra. : : . 


Tux unprovoked hoſtilities at Lexington gave fire as 
might have been expected to the inflamable diſpoſitions 


excited i en America, The call to arms was 


general, and the popular rage amounted almoſt to W £ 
But the emotion ſo ſuddenly and forcibly excited, daily 
became more moderate. The Joys of victory by degrees 
filenced the mourning dirge. iſe and good men in- 
tereſted themſelves to aſſuage a tempeſt, the bounds and 
effects of whoſe violence neither wiſdom could foreſee 
nor virtue confine. The partizans of Great-Britain (for 
ſtrange as it may ſeem, ſuch there were) mingled with their 
fellow citizens and induſtriouſly gave a favourable _ to 
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this atrocious aft. It was not perhaps impoſſible even 
then to have ſtayed the deſtroying Word. But as the 
neighbouring 0 had collected 4 to prevent a 
repetition of the like injuries, upon the arrival of the 
gene erals Howe and Burgoyne, it was determined not to 

er that ſpirit to evaporate which was deemed neceſſary 
for the purpoſes of domination, At Bunker's Hill a 
ſecond and more bloody facrifice was made to the god of 
war, Left the — acts of violence ſhould be attri- 
buted to accident, or to any other of the many cauſes 
which might be, and which by the friends of our enemies 
actually were aſſigned, and in order to intimidate the grout 
curl} of 3 into a mean and abject ſubmiſhon, a 
perſon was ſent from the miniſtry to atſure them of the 
truth of the following paper : 


2 


« THAT it is earneſtly hoped by al the real friends of 
the Americans, that the terms expreſſed in the reſolution 
of the 2oth of February laſt, will be accepted by all the 
colonies, who have the e leaſt affection for their king and 
country, or a juſt ſenſe of their own intereſt; 

« THAT theſe terms are honourable for Great-Britain 
and ſafe for the colonies. 

Tur if the colonies are hot blinded by faQtion, 
theſe terms will remove every grievance relative to taxation, 
and be the baſis of a compa the eolonies and the 
ET country. Wing > a 
27 Dr ie ple in ca ou ht, on every cot - 
deration, to be Rab fied with them. , 

„ THAT no further relaxation can be admitted. 

6 THz temper and ſpirit of the nation are ſo much 
againſt conceſſions, that if it were the intention of admi- 
niſtration, they could not carry the queſtion, 

Bur adminiſtration have no fuch 3 intention, as they 
are fully and firmly perſuaded, that further conceſſions 
wu be injurious to the colonies as well as to. Great- 

ritain. 

40 Tar there is not de leaſt probability of a change 
of 1 i 

„THAT perfectly united in opinion, and de- 
termined to pur the moſt Read mea ual 3 
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the whole force of the kingdom, if it be found neceſſary, 
"a reduce the rebellious and refractory provinces and co- 
lonies. 5 | 
„ THERE is ſo great a ſpirit in the nation againſt the 
Congreſs, that the people will bear the temporary diſtreſſes 
of a ſtoppage of the American trade. 
+ Trey may depend on this to be true.“ 


Tax conduct of the Congreſs at this time wore very 
much the appearance of pulillanimity, for after the Lex- 
ington battle, while it was expected that the troops from 

2 ag would atrive at New-York, the city and county 
of New-York, 'applied through their delegates for advice 
how to conduct themſelves ;---upon which it was 


« ReEsoLvED, That it be recommended, for the pre- 
ſent, to the inhabitants of New-York, that if the troops 
which are expected ſhould arrive, the ſaid colony act on 
the defenfive, ſo long as may be conſiſtent with their ſafety 
and fecurity : that the troops be permitted to remain in the 
barracks, ſo long as they behave peaceably and quietly ; 
but that they be not ſuffered to erect fortifications, or take 
any ſteps for cutting off the communication between the 
town and country; and that if they commit hoſtilities, 
or invade private property, the inhabitants ſhould defend 
themſelves and their property, and repel force by force : 
that the warlike ſtores be removed from the town : that 
places of retreat, in caſe of neceſlity, be provided for the 
women and children of New-York ; and that a ſufficient 
number of men be embodied, and kept in conſtant readineſs 
for protecting the inhabitants from inſult and injury.” 


Bur it muſt be remembered, that affairs were then in a 
very critical ſituation, Hudſon's river, which hath been 
conſidered as the key of America, was in the power of 
the enemy, if they choſe to take it. The people of that 
colony were much divided. in fentiment ; the miniſtry had 
many partizans among them, excited by the hope of ho- 
nours and rewards ; many from a fear of impending 
danger; all were apprehenſive of the conſequences of a 
war which reaſon and former experience ſerved to ſhew 
muſt rage in the bowels of that country. On the whole, 

therefore, 


{ #3 


therefore, it was probable that, the efforts of the enemy 
would be turned that way, and that violent counſels might 

oduce a ſerious defection, The condutt of the Con- 
greſs may then be conſidered as wiſe and firm, for im- 
mediately after, they 85 


* RESOLVED unanimouſly, That his majeſty's moſt 
faithful ſubjects in theſe colonies are reduced to a danger- 
ous and critica} ſituation, by the attempts of the Britiſh 
miniſtry to carry into execution, by force of arms, ſeveral 
unco 3 and oppreflive acts of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment for laying taxes in America; to enforce the col- 
lection of thoſe taxes, and for altering and changing the 
conſtitution and internal police of ſome of theſe colonies, 
in violation of the natural and civil rights of the coloniſts. 
* HosTILITIEs being actually commenced in the Maſla- 
chuſetts-Bay, by the Britiſh troops under the command of 
general Gage, and the lives of a number of the inhabitants 
of that colony deſtroyed, the town of Boſton having not 
only been long occupied as a garriſoned town in an ene- 
my's country, but the inhabitants thereof treated with a 
feverity and cruelty not to be juſtified even towards declared 
Enemies ; large re-inforcements too being ordered and ſoon 
expected, for the declared purpoſe of compelling theſe co- 
lonies to ſubmit to the operation of the ſaid acts; that 
therefore, for the expreſs purpoſe of ſecuring and defending 
theſe colonies, and preſerving them in ſafety againſt all at- 
tempts to carry the ſaid acts into execution by force of 
_ theſe colonies be immediately put into a ſtate of 
nce. 
© Bvr, as we moſt ardently wiſh for a reſtoration of the 
harmony formerly ſubſiſting between our mother countr 
and theſe colonies, the interruption of which muſt, at all 
events, be exceedingly injyrious to both countries, that 
with a fincere deſign of contributing by all the means in 
our power, not incompatible with a juſt regard for the un- 
doubted rights and true intereſts of theſe colonies, to the 
promotion of this moſt deſireable reconciliation, an humble 
and dutiful petition be preſented to his majeſty. 
*RegoLveD, That meaſures be entered into for openin 
# negociation, in order to accommodate the unhappy Gif 
af 63 putes 


4 
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putes ſubſiſting between Great-Britain and theſe colonies, 
and that this be made a part of the petition to the king. 
' © RE$SOLVED unanimouſly, That the militia of New- 
York be armed and trained, and in conſtant readineſs to 
act at a moment's warning; and that a number of men be 
immediately embodied and kept in that city, and ſo diſpoſed 
of as to give protection to the inhabitants, in caſe any in- 
ſult ſhould be offered by the troops that may land there, 
and to prevent any —_— that may be made to gain 
[ts of the city, interrupt its intercourſe with 

| country, . 

58 e unapimouſly, That it be recommended to 
the provincial convention at New-York, to perſevere the 
more yigorouſly in preparing for their defence, as it is, very, 
uncertain whether the \ I endeavours of the Congreſs, 
to accommodate the unhappy differences between Great- 
Britain and the colonies, by conciliatory meaſures, will be 
ſucceſsful,” 5 


No country perhaps in the world was ever in a more 
delicate ſituation than America at this period. Informed 
and diſcerning minds ſaw the moſt miſerable ſervitude on 
the one hand; and on the other, that they muſt be ſtrip- 
ped of property, and ſuffer an ignominious death, without 
ſuch a coincidence of circumſtances as nothing but Pro- 
vidence could accompliſh. hes ſaw one of the moſt 
powerful nations upon earth, whoſe fleets covered the 
ocean---whoſe flag had waved in triumph thro' the four 
quarters of the globe, ready to dart all her thunders againſt 

them ; at the ſame time, America was without ſhips, 
without arms, without clothes, without money, without 
officers, without erg v, without a ſingle fortification, 
a very conſiderable faction ready to join her enemies, 
expoſed thro an immenſe frontier to the irruptions of 
ſavage tribes, whoſe luſt of blood was daily ſtimulated by 
all the arts which an unfeeling inhuman policy could 
diate; while a herd of flaves were urged by the inſidious 
offer of freedom, to plunge an aſlaflin's dagger in the bo- 
ſom of domeſtic ſecurity. In this criſis, however, it 
was determined to riſk every _ rather than tamely 
fubmit to the yoke; but, at the ſame time, it was ne- 
ceſſary to avoid as much as poſhble giving an alarm to the 

| - people, 
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| le, by the mortifying diſplay of their comparative 
— On the 61 + July, 1775, the Congreſs pu- 
bliſhed the following declaration : | 


Ir it was poſſible for men, who exerciſe their reaſon, 


to believe, that the Divine Author of our exiſtence in- 


tended a part of the human race to hold an abſolute pro- 
perty in, and an unbounded power over others, marked 
out by his infinite goodneſs and wiſdom, as the objects of 
a legal domination never rightfully reſiſtible, however 
ſevere and oppreſſive, the inhabitants of theſe colonies 
might at leaſt require fr 
ſome evidence, that this dreadful authority over them has 
been granted to that body, But a reverence for our great 
Creator, principles of humanity, and the dictates of com- 
mon ſenſe, muſt convince all thoſe. who reflect upon the 
ſubject, that government was inſtituted to promote the 
welfare of mankind, and ought to be adminiſtered for the 
attainment of that end. The legiſlature of Great-Britain, 
however, ſtimulated by an inordinate paſſion for a power 
not only unjuſtifiable, but which they know to be pecu- 
liarly reprobated by the very conſtitution of that kingdom, 
and deſperate of ſucceſs in any mode of conteſt, where 
regard ſhould be had to truth, law, or right, have at 
length, deſerting thoſe, attempted to effect their-cruel and 
impolitic — of enſlaving theſe colonies by violence, 
and have thereby rendered it neceſſary for us to cloſe with 
their laſt appeal from reaſon to arms. Vet, however 
blinded that aſſembly may be, by their intemperate rage 
for unlimited domination, ſo to flight juſtice and the opi- 
nion of mankind, we eſteem ourſelves bound by obliga- 
tions of reſpect to the reſt of the world, to make known 
the juſtice of our cauſe. | 

„ Ov forefathers, inhabitants of the iſland of Great- 
Britain, left their native Jand to ſeek on theſe ſhores a 
reſidence for civil and religious freedom. At the expence 
of their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes, without 


the leaſt charge to the country from which uy removed, 


by unceaſing labour and an unconquerable ſpirit, they 

effected ſettlements in the diſtant and inhoſpitable wilds of 

merica, then filled with numerous and warlike nations 

of harbarians, Societies or governments, veſted oY __ 
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fect legiſlatures, were formed under charters from the 
crown, and an harmonious intercourſe was eſtabliſhed bes 
tween the colonies and the pn, hen from which they 
derived their origin, The mut benefits of this union 
became in a ſhort time ſo extraordinary, as to excite 
aſtoniſhment, It is univerſally conſeſſed, that the amazi 
increaſe of the wealth, ſtrength9” and navigation of th 
realm, aroſe from this ſource; and the miniſter, who ſq 
3 and fucceſsfully directed the meaſures of Great 
itain in the late war, publicly declared, that theſe co+ 
onies enabled her to triumph aver her enemies, Towards 


= 


the concluſion of that war, it pleaſed our ſovereign to 


make a change in his counſels. From that fatal mo- 
ment, the affairs of the Britiſh empire began to fall into 
confuſion, and gradually fliding from the ſummit of glo- 
rious proſperity, to which they had been Ge b 
the virtues and abilities of one man, are at length diſ- 
trated by the convulſions, that now ſhake it to its deepeſt 
foundations, "The new miniſtry finding the brave foes of 
Britain, though frequently defeated, yet ſtill contending, 
took up the unfortunate idea of granting them a haſty 
peace, and of then fubduing her faithful friends, | 
ow Tugsk devoted colonies were judged to be in ſuch a 
ſtate, as to preſent victories without bloodſhed, and all the 


caſy emoluments of ſtatuteable plunder, The uninter- 


fupted tenor of their peaceable and reſpectful behaviour 
from the beginning of colonization, their dutiful, zea- 
lous, and uleful ſervices during the war, though fo re- 
cently and amply acknowleged in the moſt honourable 
manner by his majeſty, by the late king, and by parlia- 
ment, could not fave them from the meditated innovations. 
Parliament was influenced to adopt the pernicious project, 
and aſſuming a new power over them, have in the courſe 
of eleven years given ſuch decifive ſpecimens of the ſpirit 
and conlequences 3 power, as to leave no 
doubt concerning the effects of acquieſcence under it. 
They have undertaken to give and grant our money with- 
out our conſent, though we have ever exerciſed an ex- 


_ Eluſive right to diſpoſe of our own property; ſtatutes have 


been paſſed for extending the juriſdiction of courts of 
admiralty and vice-admiralty beyond their ancient = 


for depriving us of the accuſtomed and ineſtimable pri- 
vilege of trial by jury in caſes affecting both life and 
property; for ſuſpending the legiſſature of one of the co- 
onies; for interdicting all commerce to the capital of 
another; and for altering fundamentally. the form of go- 
vernment eſtabliſhed by charter, and ſecured by acts of its 
own legiſlature ſolemnly confirmed by the crown; for ex- 
empting the murderers” of coloniſts from legal trial, and 
in effect, from puniſhment z for erecting in a neighbouring 
province, acquired by the joint arms of Great-Britain a 
America, a deſpotiim dangerous to our very exiſtence ; 
and for quartering ſoldiers upon the coloniſts in time of 
profound peace. It has alſo been reſolved in parliament, 
that coloniſts charged with committing. certain offences, 
ſhall be tranſported to England to be tried. 5 
„Bur why ſhould we enumerate our injuries in d 
By one ſtatute it is declared, that parliament can <* of 
right make laws to bind us in all caſes whatſeever,” What 
is to defend us againſt fo enormous, fo unlimited a power? 
Not a ſingle man of thoſe who aſſume it, is choſen by usz 
or is ſubject to our controul or influence; but on the 
contrary, they are all of them exempt from the operation 
of ſuch laws, and an American revenue, if not divertcd 
from the oſtenſible purpoſes for which it is raiſed, would 
actually lighten their own burdens in proportion, as 457 
increaſe ours. We ſaw the miſery to which ſuch dei 
potiſm would reduce us. We for ten years inceſſantly 
and ineffectually beſieged the throne as ſupplicants; we 
reaſoned, we remonſtrated with parliament in the moſt 
mild and decent language. | | 
„% ADMINISTRATION, ſenſible that we ſhould 

theſe oppreſſive meaſures as freemen ought to do, ſent over 
fleets. and armies to enforce them. The indignation of 
the Americans was rouſed, = Kr! 8. it was the in- 
dignation of a virtuous, ionate A 
Con reſs of delegates Rs the United 88 aſ- 
ſembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth day of laſt September. 
We reſolved again to offer an humble and dutiful petition 
to the king, and alſo addreſſed our fellow ſubjects of 
Great-Britain. We haye purſued every temperate, 
reſpectful meaſure; we have even proceeded to break 
our commercial intercourſe with our fellow * EO 


- 
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the laſt peaceable admonition, that our attachment to tis 
nation upon earth ſhould ſupplant our attachment to li- 
berty. This, we flattered ourſelves, was the ultimate ſtep 
of chi controverſy: but ſubſequent events have ſhewn, 
how vain was this hope of finding moderation in our 
*Enemnjes, * END 
_ << SgvERAL threatening expreffions againſt the colonies 
were inſerted in his majeſly's ſpeech ; our petition, tho” 
we were told it was a decent one, and that his majeſty had 
been pleaſed to receive it graciouſly, and to promiſe laying 
it before his parliament, was huddled into both houſes 
"among a bundle of American papers, and there neglected. 
The rds and commons in their addreſs, in the month of 
February, ſaid; that a rebellion at that time actually ex- 
iſted within the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay; and that 
thoſe concern in it, had been countenanced and encou- 
raged by unlawful combinations and en nts, entered 
into by Bis majeſty's ſubjeQs in ER other co- 
lohies ; and therefore they beſought his majeſty, that he 
would take the moſt effectual meaſures to inforce due obe- 
dience to the laws and authority of the ſupreme legiſlature.” 
Soon after the commercial intercourſe of whole colonies, 
with foreign countries, and with each other, was cut off 
by an act of parliament; by another, ſeveral of them 
were entirely prohibited from the fiſheries in the ſeas near 
their coaſts, on which they always depended for their ſuſte- 
nance; and large reinforcements of ſhips and troops were 
immediately ſent over to general Gage. 

„% FRUITLESS were all the entreaties, arguments, and 
eloquence of an illuſtrious band of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
peers and commoners, who nobly and ſtrenuouſly aflerted 
the juſtice of our cauſe, to ſtay, or even to mitigate the 
heedleſs fury with which theſe accumulated and unexam- 
pled outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitlefs was the 
interference of the city of London, of Briſtol, and many 
other reſpectabſe towns, in our favour. Parliament adopted 
an inſidious manceuvre calculated to divide us, to eftabliſh 
a perpetual auction of taxations where colony ſhould bid 
againſt colony, all of them uninformed what ranſom ſhould © 
redeem their lives; and thus to extort from us, at the 

int of the bayonet, the unknown ſums that ſhould be 
ſufficient to gratify, if poſſible to gratify, miniſterial ra- 

5 pacity, 
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pacity, with the miſerable indulgence left to us of raifing, 
in our on mode, the preſcribed tribute. What terms 
more rigid and humiliating could have been dictated by 
remorſeleſs victors to conquered enemies? In our circum- 
ſtances to accept them, would be to deſerve them. 

„ Soo after the intelligence of theſe proceedings ar- 
rived on this continent, general Gage, who in the courſe 
of the laſt year had taken poſſeſſion of the town of Boſton, 
in the province of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, and ſtill occupied 
it as a garriſon, on the 19th day of April, ſent out from 
that place a large detdehment of his army, who made an 
unprovoked aſſault on the inhabitants of the ſaid province, 
at the town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of 
a great number of perſons, ſome of whom were officers 
and ſoldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the 
inhabitants, and wounded many others, From thence the 
troops proceeded in warlike array to the town of Concord, 
where they ſet upon another party of the inhabitants of 
the ſame province, killing ſeveral and wounding more, 
until compelled to retreat 5 the eountry people ſuddenly 


aſſembled to repel this cruel aggreſſion. Hoſtilities, thus 


commenced by the Britiſh troops, have been ſince proſe- 
cuted by them without regard to faith or reputation. The 
inhabitants of Boſton being confined within that town by 
the general their governor, and having, in order to pro- 
cure their diſmiſſion, entered into a treaty with him, it 
was ſtipulated, that the ſaid inhabitants having depoſited 
their arms with their own magiſtrates, ſhould have liberty 
to depart, taking with them their other effects. They 
accordingly delivered up their arms, but in open violation 
of honour, in defiance of the obligation of treaties, which 
even ſavage nations eſteemed ſacred, the governor ordered 
the arms depgſired as aforeſaid, that they might be pre- 
ſerved for their owners, to be ſeized by a body of ſoldiers; 
detained the greateſt patt of the inhabitants in the town, 
and compelled the few who were permitted to retire, to 
leave their moſt valuable effects behind. | 

| By this perfidy wives are ſeparated from their huf-. 
bands, children from their parents, the and-the fick 
from their relations and friends, -who with to attend and 
comfort them ; and thoſe who have been uſed to live in 
plenty and even elegance, _ reduced to deplorable N 
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Tux general, further emulating his miniſterial maſ- 
ters, by a-proclamation 8 on the 12th day of 
June, after venting the groſſeſt falſehoods and calumnies 
againſt the good people of theſe colonies, proceeds to 
declare them all, either by name or deſcription, to be 
<< rebels and traitors, to ſuperſede the courſe of the com- 
„ mon law, and inſtead thereof to publiſh and order the 

<< uſe and exerciſe of the law martian” His troops have 
butchered our dg Ts have wantanly burnt Charles- 
town, beſides a conſiderable number of - houſes in other 
places; our ſhips: and veſſels art ſeized ; the neceſſary 
ſupplies of proviſions are intercepted, and he is exerting 
his utmoſt power to ſpread deſtruction and devaſtation 
around him, TEES 

Wx have received certain intelligence, that general 
Carleton, the governor of Canada, is inſtigating the people 
of that province, and the Indians, to fall upon us 
we have but too much reaſon to apprehend, that ſchemes 
Have been formed to excite d ic. enemies againſt us. 
In brief, a part of theſe colonies now feel, and all of them 
are ſure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of adminiſtration 
can inflict them, the complicated calamities of fire, ſword, 
and famine. We are reduced to the alternative of chuſing 
an unconditional ſubmiſſion to the tyranny of irrita 
miniſters, or reſiſtance by force. The latter is our choice. 
We have counted the coſt of this conteſt, and find nothing 
ſo dreadful as voluntary ſlavery. Honour, juſtice, and hu- 
manity, forbid us tamely to ſurrender that freedom which 
we received from our gallant anceſtors, and which our 
innocent poſterity have a * to receive from us. We 
cannot endure the infamy and guilt of reſigning ſucceeding 
generations to that wretchedneſs which inevitably awaits 
them, if we baſely entail hereditary bondage upon them. 
« Our cauſe is juſt, Our union is perfect. Our 

internal reſourees are great, and, if neceſſary, foreign 
aſſiſtance is undoubtedly attainable. * We gratefully ac- 
knowledge, as ſignal inſtances of the Divine favour to- 
wards us, that his Proyidence would not permit us to be 
called into this ſevere controverſy, until we were grown 
up to our preſent ſtrength, had been previouſly exerciſed 
in warlike operation, and poſſeſſed of the means of de- 

fending ourſelves, With hearts fortified with theſe ani- 
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mating reflections, we moſt ſolemnly, before God and the 
World, DECLARE, that, exerting. the utmoſt erergy of 
' thoſe powers, which our beneficent Creator hath graci- 
ouſly beſtowed upon us, the arms we have been compelled 
by our enemies to aſſume, we will, in dehance of every 
hazard, with unabating firmneſs and perſeverance, employ 
for the preſervation of our liberties; being with one mind 
| reſolved to die freemen rather than to live ſlaves. 

«© LxsT this declaration ſhould diſquiet the minds of 
our friends and fellow ſubjects in any part of the empire, 
we aſſure them that we mean not to diſſolve that union 
which has ſo long and ſo happily ſubſiſted between us, and 
which we fi y wiſh to ſee reſtored. Neceſſity has not 
yet driven us into that deſperate meaſure, or induced us to 
excite any other nation to war againſt them. We have 
not raiſed armies with ambitious deſigns of ſeparating from 
Great-Britain, and eſtabliſhing —— ſtates. We 
fight not for glory or for conqueſt, We exhibit to man- 
kind the remarkable ſpectacle of a people attacked by 
22 enemies, without any imputation or even 
ſuſpicion of offence, They boaſt of their privileges and 
civilization, and yet profer no milder conditions than 
ſervitude or death. ; 

Alx ourown native land, in defence of the freedom that 
is our birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed till the late 
violation of it---for the protection of our property, ac- 
quired ſolely by the honeſt induſtry of our fore-fathers and 
ourſelves, _ violence actually offered, we have taken 
up arms. We ſhall lay them down when hoſtilities ſhall 
ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and all danger of their 
being renewed ſhall be removed, and not before. 
Wiru an humble confidence in the mercies of the 
ſupreme and impartial judge and ruler of the univerſe, we 
moſt devoutly implore his diyine goodneſs to protect us 
happily through this great conflict, to diſpoſe our adver- 
ſaries to reconciliation on reaſonable terms, and thereby to 
relieve the empire from the calamities of civil war.“ 


WHERE the affections of mankind are deeply intereſted, 
they are not eaſily prevailed on to relinquith the object. 
Reaſon in vain oppoſes her feeble barrier to the torrent-of 
paſſion, NOOR WO OP = PO OT 
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the tendereſt, moſt perſuaſive language, and ſhe cannot 
ſpeak in vain. Tho' it was evident as the ſun, that the 
king and parliament of Great-Britain - had determined 
never to ſheathe the ſword, but upon the unconditional 
ſubmiſſion of America to the-moſt humiliating bondage; 
yet, in a delirium of their former attachment, the Con- 
greſs prepared another petition to the king, and another 
addreſs to the people of England. Strange as it may ſeem, 
it is neverthelefs true, that notwithſtanding all our in- 
tereſts were clearly oppoſed to the meaſure, ſtill a con- 
nection with the people, and ſubjection to the ſovereign 
of Great-Britain, were confidered' as the moſt deſirable of 
human events: for it may truly be affirmed, that next to 
the love of liberty, loyalty to his prince, and love of his 
fellow ſubjects, were Gs ruling paſſions of an American's 
boſom. The prophetic language contained in this peti- 
tion and addreſs is remarkable; and altho' it was treated 
by our enemies with the ſame contempt as our ſolemn pro- 
feſſions not to ſubmit to their tyranny, yet now that, the 
heat of the chaſe being abated, a cool moment of re- 
flection preſſes itſelf upon them, it is probable they will, 
when too late, give to both their ſhare of credit. | 


On the Bth'of July; 1575, the petition was agreed on 
in the following 5 italic 42 


«<< Ne gracious Sovereign, 5 4 
« Wx your majeſty's ſubjects of the colonies of New- 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, and Provi- 
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, 

| Pennſylvania, the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent and Suflex | 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and 
South-Carolina, in behalf of ourſelves and the inhabitants 
of theſe colonies, who have deputed us to repreſent them 
in General Congreſs, entreat your majeſty's gracious at- 
tention to this our humble petition. Ove + 
«© 'THE union between our mother country and theſe 
colonies, and the energy of mild and juſt government, 
produced benefits ſo remarkably important, and afforded 
ſuch an aſſurance of their permanency and increaſe, that 
the wonder and envy of other nations were excited, while 
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they beheld Great-Britain riſing to a power the moſt ex- 
traordinary the world had ever known. | 

« Hex rivals, obſerving that there was no probabili 
of this happy connexion being broken by civil diſſenſions, 
and apprehending its future effects, if left any longer un- 
diſturbed, reſolved to prevent her receiving ſuch continual 
and formidable acceſſions of wealth and ſtrength, by 
— growth of thoſe ſettlements from which they 
were to be derived, 3 

« In the proſecution of this attempt, events ſo unfa- 
yourable to the deſign took place, that every friend to the 
intereſt of Great-Britain and theſe colonies, entertained 
pleaſing and reaſonable expectations of ſeeing an additional 
force and exertion immediately given to the operations of 
the union hitherto — % an enlargement of the 
dominions of the crown, and the removal of ancient and 
warlike enemies to a greater diſtance. 

&* AT the concluſion therefore of the late war, the moſt 

Yrious and advantageous that ever had been carried on by 

ritiſh arms, your loyal coloniſts having contributed to 
its ſucceſs, by ſuch repeated and ſtrenuous exertions, as 
frequently procured them the diſtinguiſhed approbation of 
your majeſty, of the late king, and of parliament, doubted 
not but that they ſhould be permitted, with the reſt of the 
empire, to ſhare in the bleſſings of peace, and the emolu- 
ments of victory and conqueſt. 

© WHILE theſe recent and honourable acknowledges 
ments of their merits remained on record in the journals 
and acts of that auguſt legiſlature, the parliament, un- 
defaced by the imputation or even the ſuſpicion of any 
offence, they were alarmed by a new ſyſtem of ſtatutes 
and regulations adopted for the adminiſtration of the 
lonies, that filled their minds with the moſt painful fears 
and jealouſies; and, to their inexpreſſible ar e 
prog the danger of a foreign quarrel quickly ſuc 
1 4 g danger, in their judgment of a more dreadful 
Non were theſe anxieties alleviated by any 
in this ſyſtem to promote_the welfare of their mother 
country. For though its effects were more immediately 
felt by them, yet its influence appe to be injurious to 
the commerce and proſperity of Great-Britain. bo 
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« We ſhall decline the ungrateful taſk of deſctibing 
the irkſome variety of artifices, practiſed by many of your 
majeſty's miniſters, the deluſive pretences, fruitleſs ter- 
rors, and unavailing ſeverities, that have from time to 
time been dealt out by them, in their attempts to execute 
this impolitie plan, or of tracing thra' a ſeries of years 
paſt, the progreſs of the unhappy differences between 
Great-Britain and theſe colonies, that have flowed from 
this fatal ſource. . „ | 

<« Your majeſty's miniſters,- perſevering in their mea- 
fures, and procegding to open hoſtilities for enforci 
them, have compelled us to arm in our own defence, an 
have engaged us in a controverſy fo peculiarly abhorrent 
to the ae Big of your ſtill faithful coloniſts, that when 
we conſider Whom we muſt oppoſe in this conteſt, and if 
it continues, What may be the conſequences, our own 
particular misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts 
of our diſtreſs; © | 

„ KnowinG to what violent reſentments, and in- 
curable animoſities, civil diſcords are apt to exaſperate 
and inflame the contending parties, we think ourſelves 
required by indiſpenſable obligations to Almighty God, 
to your majeſty, to our fellow ſubjects, and to ourſelves, 
immediately to uſe all the means in our power, not in- 
compatible with our ſafety, for ſtopping the further effu- 
ſion of blood, and for averting the impending calamities 
that threaten the Britiſh empire, | 2 15 
Tus called upon to addreſs your majeſty on affairs 
of ſuch moment to America, and r to all your 
dominions, we are earneſtly deſirous of performing this 
office, with the utmoſt deference for your majeſty ; and we 
therefore pray, that your majeſty's royal magnanimity and 
benevolence may make the moſt favourable conſtructions 
of our expreſſions on ſo uncommon an occaſion. Could 
we repreſent in their full force, the ſentiments that agitate 
the minds of us your dutiful ſubjects, we are perſuaded 
your majeſty would aſcribe any ſeeming deviation from 
reverence in our language, and even in our conduct, not 
to any reprehenſible intention, but to the impoſlibility of 
\ reconciling the uſual appearances of reſpect with a juſt 
attention io our own preſervation againſt thoſe gone top 
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cruel enemies, who abuſe your royal confidence and aus 
thority, for the purpoſe of effecting our deſtruction. 2 
«© ATTACHED to your majeſty's perſon, family, and go- 
vernment, with all devotion that principle and affection 
can inſpire, connected with Great-Britain by the ſtrongeſt 
ties that can unite ſocieties, and deploring every event 
that tends in any degree to weaken them, we ſolemnly 
aſſure your majeſty, that. we not only moſt ardently deſire 
the former harmony between her and theſe colonies may be 
reſtored, but that à concord may be eſtabliſhed between 
them, upon Jo firm à baſis as to perpetuate its bleſſings 
uninterrupted by any future diſſenſions to ſucceeding ge- 
nerations in countries, and to tganſmit your majeſty's 
name to poſterity, adorned with that fignal and laſting 
glory, that has attended the m of thoſe illuſtrious 
perſonages, whoſe virtues and abilities have extricated 
ſtates from dangerous convulſions, and, by ſecuring hap- 
pineſs to others, have erected the molt noble and durable 
monuments to their own fame. 

Ws leave farther to aſſure your majeſty, that 
notwithſtanding the ſufferings of your loyal coloniſts, 
during the courſe of this — controverſy, our breaſts 
retain ton tender a regard for the kingdom from which we 
derive our origin, to requeſt ſuch a reconciliation as might 
in any manner be inconſiſtent with her dignity or her 
welfare. "Theſe, related as we are to her, honour and 
duty as well as inclination, induce us to ſupport and 
advance; and the apprehenſions that now oppreſs our 
hearts with unſpeakable grief, being once removed, your 
majeſty will find your faithful ſubjects on this continent 
ready and willing at all times, as they have ever been, 
with their lives and fortunes, to aſſert and maintain the 
rights and intereſts of your majeſty, and of our mother 
country, 2 2 
Wx therefore beſeech your majeſty, that your royal 
authority and influence may be graciouſly interpoſed to 
procure us relief from our afflicting fears and jealouſies, 
occaſioned by the ſyſtem before mentioned, and to ſettle 

through every part of your dominions, with all 
umility ſubmitting to your majeſty's wiſe conſideration, 
whether it may not be expedient for facilitating thoſe im- 
portant purpoſes, that your majeſty be pleaſed * direct 
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© + 
ſome mode, by which the united applications of your 


faithful coloniſts to the throne, in purſuance of their 


common councils, may be improved into a happy and per- 


manent reconciliation; and that, in the mean time, mea- 


ſures may be taken for preventing the further deſtruction 
of the lives of your majeſty's ſubſects ; and that ſuch flax 
tutes as more immediately diſtrels ny. of your majeſty's 
colonies may be repealed. n 1 
Fon by ſuch cling. mar as your majeſty's wiſdom 
can form for collecting the united ſenſe of your American 
people, we are convinced your majeſty would receive ſuch 
ſatisfactory proofsof the diſpoſition of the coloniſts towards 
their ſovereign and parent ſtate, that the wiſhed for op- 
portunity would ſoon be reſtored to them, of evincing the 
ſincerity of their profeſhons, b _ teſtimony: of * 
tion becoming the moſt dutiful ſubjects and the moſt 
affectionate coloniſts. q | | 
Tua your majeſty ou enjoy a long and proſperous 
reign, and that your deſcendents may 2 your do- 
minions with honour to themſelves and happineſs to their 
ſubjects, is our ſincere prayer,” Os ITT ang 


Tux addreſs to the people of Great-Britain was agreed 
to the ſame day, as follows : 21 Wis 
« Friends, Countrymen, and Brethren, © 


<* By theſe, and by every other appellation that may 


_ defignate the ties, which bind ws to each other, we entreat 


our ſerious attention to this our ſecond attempt to prevent 
their diſſolution. Remembrance of former friendſhips, 


pride in the glorious atchievements of our common an- 


ceſtors, and affection for the heirs of their virtues, have 
hitherto preſerved our mutual connection; but when that 
friendſhip is violated by the grofleſt injuries; when the pride 
of anceſtry becomes our reproach, and we are no other- 


wiſe allied than as tyrants and ſlaves ; when reduced to 


the melancholy alternative of renouncing your favour or 
our freedom; can we heſitate about the choice? Let the 
ſpirit of Britons determine, | 

«© In a former addreſs we aſſerted our rights, and ſtated 
the injuries we had then received. We hoped, that the 


mention of our wrongs would have rouſed that honeſy 


indignation 
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indignation which has ſlept too long for your honour, or 
the welfare of the empire. But we have not been per- 
mitted to entertain this pleaſing expeQation, Every day 
brought an accumulation of injuries, and the invention 
of the miniſtry has been conſtantly exerciſed, in adding 
to the calamities . American brethren. 5 
« AFTER the maſt valuable right of legiſlation was in- 
fringed ; when the powers aſſumed by your parliament, 
in which we are not repreſented, and from our local and 
other circumſtances cannot properly be repreſented, ren- 
dered our property precarious ; after being denied that 
mode of trial, to which we have long been indebted for 
the. ſafety of our perſons, and the preſervation of our 
liberties z aſter being in many inſtances diveſted of thoſe 
laws, which were tranſmitted to us by our common an- 
ceſtors, and ſubjected to an arbitrary code, compiled 
under the auſpices of Roman tyrants ; after thoſe char- 
ters, which encouraged our predeceſſors to brave death 
and danger in every ſhape, on unknown ſeas, in deſerts 
unexplored, amidſt barbarous and inhoſpitable nations, 
were annulled ; when, without the form of trial, without 
a public accuſation, whole colonies were condemned, 
their trade deſtroyed, their inhabitants impoveriſhed ; when 
ſoldiers were e to embrue their hands in the 
blood of Americans, by offers of impunity; when new 
modes of trial were inſtituted for the ruin of the accuſed, 
where the charge carried with it the horrors of conviction; 
when a deſpotic government was eſtabliſhed in a neigh- 
bouring province, and its limits extended to every of our 
frontiers ; we little imagined that any thing could be 
added to this black catalogue of unprovoked injuries : but 
we have unhappily been deceived, and the late meaſures 
of the Britiſh miniſtry fully convince us, that their object 
is the reduction of theſe colonies to ſlavery and ruin. 
« To confirm this aſſertion, let us recall your at- 
tention: to the affairs of America, ſince our laſt addreſs. 
Let us combat the calumnies of our enemies ; and let us 
warn you of the dangers that threaten you in our de- 
ſtruction. Many of your fellow-ſubjeQs, whoſe ſituation 
deprived them of other ſupport, drew their maintenance 
from the ſea; but the deprivation of our liberty being 
inſufficient to ſatisfy the 1 our 9 the 
| gs 
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horrors of famine were ſuperadded, and à Britiſb par- 


lament, who, in better times, were the protectors of 
innocence 'and the patrons of humanity, have, without 
diſtinction of age or ſex, robbed thouſands of the food 
which they were accuſtomed to draw from that inex- 
hauſtible ſource, placed in their neighbourhood by the 
benevolent Creator, n * 
ANOTHER act of your legiſlature ſhuts our ports, and 
prohibits our trade with any but thoſe ſtates from whom 
the great law. of ſelf-preſervation renders it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould at preſent with-hold our commerce. 
But this act {whatever may have been its deſign) we 
conſider rather 'as injurious to your opulence than our 
| Intereſt, All our commerce terminates with you; and 
the wealth we procure from other nations, is ſoon ex- 
changed for your ſuperfluities. Our remittances muſt 
then ceaſe with our trade; and our refinements with our 
affluence. We truſt, however, that laws which deprive us 
of every bleſſing but a ſoil that teems with the neceflaries 
of life, and that liberty which renders the enjoyment of 
them ſecure, will not relax our vigour in their defence. 
W might here obſerve on the cruelty and incon- 
ſiſtency of thoſe, who, while they publicly brand us with 
reproachful and unworthy epithets, endeavour to deprive 
us of the means of defence, by their interpoſition with 
foreign powers, and to deliver us to the lawleſs ravages 
of a mercileſs ſoldiery. But happily we are not without 
reſources z and though the timid and humiliating appli- 
cations of a Britiſh miniſtry ſhould prevail with foreign 
nations, yet induſtry, prompted by neceſſity, will not 
leave us without the neeeſſary ſupplies. - | 
Wx could wiſh to go no further, and, not to wound 
the ear of humanity, leave untold thoſe rigorous acts of 
oppreſſion, which are daily exerciſed in the town of 
Boſton, did we not hope, that by diſclaiming their deeds 
and puniſhing the perpetrators, you would thortly vin- 
dicate the honour of the Britiſh name and re- eſtabliſſi the 
violated laws of juſtice. 1 ' 
Tuna once populous, flouriſhing, and commercial 

town is now garriſoned by an army ſent not to protect, 
but to enſlave its inhabitants. The civil government is 
. overturned, and a military deſpotiſm ——— its 


ruins 
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ruins. Without law, without right, powers are aſſumed 
unknown to the conſtitution. Private property is un- 
juſtly invaded. The inhabitants, daily ſubjected to the 
{icentioulueſs of the ſoldiery, are forbid to remove in 
deſfiance of their natural rights, in violation of the moſt 
ſolema compacts, Or if, after long and weariſome ſolici- 
tation, a paſs is procured, their effects are detained, and 
even thoſe who are moſt favoured, have no alternative 
but poverty or "ſlavery. The diſtreſs of many thouſand 
people, wantonly deprived of the neceſſaries of life, is a 
ſubject, on which we would not wiſh to enlarge. | 

Ir we cannot but obſerve, that a Britzh fleet (un- 
juſtified even by acts of your legiſlature} are daily employed 
in ruining our commerce, ſeizing our ſhips, and depriving 
whale communities of their daily bread. Nor will a 
regard for your honour permit us to be ſilent, while Bri- 
tifh troops ſully your glory, by actions, which the moſt 
inveterate enmity will not palliate among civilized na- 
tions, the wanton and unneceſſary deſtruction of Charles- 
town, a large, ancient, and once populous town, juſt 
before deſerted by its inhabitants, who had fled to avoid” 
the fury of your ſoldiery. 

„Ir you ſtill retain thoſe ſentiments of compaſſion, 
by which Britons have ever been diſtinguiſhed ; if the 
humanity, which tempered the valour of our common 
anceſtors, has not degenerated into cruelty, you will la- 
ment the miſeries of their deſcendents. | 

„To what are we to attribute this treatment? If to 
any ſecret principle of the conſtitution, let it be men- 
tioned ; let us learn, that the government we have long 
revered, is not without its defects, and. that while it gives 
freedom to a part, it neceſſarily enſlaves the remainder of 
the empire. If ſuch a principle exiſts, why for ages 
has it ceaſed to operate? Why at this time is it called 
into action? Can no reafon be aſſigned for this conduct? 
Or muſt it be reſolved into the wanton exerciſe of arbi- 
trary power ? And ſhall the deſcendents of Britons tamely 
ſubmit to this? No, firs | we never will, while we revere 
the —_— of our gallant and virtuous anceſtors, we 
never can ſurrender thoſe glorious privileges, for which 


they fought, bled and conquered. - Admit that your fleets 
could oy our towns, _ ravage our ſca-coaſts ; theſe 


ale 
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are inconſiderable objects; things of no moment to men, 
whoſe boſoms glow with the ardor of liberty. We can 
. retire beyond the reach of your navy, and, without any 
ſenſible diminution of the neceſſaries of life, enjoy a 
Juxury, which from that period you will want; the luxury 
of being free. 1 a | 
„Wx know the force of your arms, and was it called 
forth in the cauſe of juſtice and your country, we might 
dread the exertion ; but will Britens fight under the ban- 
ners of tyranny? Will they — the labours, and 
diſgrace the vidories of their anceſtors? Will they forge 
chains for their poſterity? If they deſcend to this un- 
worthy taſk,” will their ſwords retain their edge, their 
arms their accuſtomed vigour ? Britons can never become 
the inſtruments of oppreffion, till they loſe the ſpirit of 
freedom, by which alone they are invincible, | 
« Our enemies charge us with ſedition. In what does 
it conſiſt ? In our refuſal to ſubmit to unwarrantable acts 
of injuſtice and cruelty? If ſo, ſhew us a period in your 
hiſtory, in which you have not been equally ſeditious. 
— "Oh We are accuſed. of aiming at independence ; but 
how is this accuſation ſupported ? By the allegations of 
your miniſters, not by our actions. Abuſed, inſulted, 
and contemned, what ſteps have we purſued to obtain re- 
dreſs? We have carried our dutiful petitions to the throne, 
We have applied to your juſtice for relief. We have re- 
trenched our luxury, and with- held our trade. | 
« THE advantages of our commerce were deſigned as 
a compenſation for your protection: when you ceaſed to 
protect, for what were we to compenſate ? 
„„ Wnuar has been the ſucceſs of our endeavours ? 
The clemency of our ſovereign is unhappily diverted ; 
our petitions are treated with indignity ; our prayers an- 
ſwered by inſults. Our application to you remains un- 
noticed, and leaves us the melancholy apprehenſion of 
your wanting either the will, or the power, to affiſt us. 
„ Even under ' theſe circumſtances, what meaſures 
Have we taken that betray a deſire of independence? Have 
we called in the aid of thoſe foreign powers, who are the 
rivals of your grandeur? When your troops were few and 
defenceleſs, did we take advantage of their diſtreſs and 
expel them our towns ? Or have we permitted corny to 
, 
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fortify, — new aid, and to acquire additional 
ſtren | | 
| 22 not your enemies and owrs perſuade you, that in 
this we were influenced by fear or any other unw 
motive. The lives of | Britons are ſtill dear to us. They 
are the children of our parents, and an uninterrupted in- 
tercourſe of mutual benefits had knit the bonds of friend 
ſhip. When hoſtilities were commenced, when on a late 
occaſion we were wantonly attacked by your troops, 
though we repelled their affaults and returned their blows, 
we lamented the wounds they obliged us to give; nor 
ve we yet learned to rejoice at a victory over Engliſhmen, 
As we wiſh not to colour our ien, or diſguiſe 
our thoughts; we ſhall, in the ſumple language of truth, 
avow the meaſures we have purſued,” the motives upon 
which we have acted, and our future deſigns. 
- + WHEN our late petition to the throne produced no 
other effect than freſh injuries, and votes of your legifla- 
ture calculated to juſtify every ſeverity ; when your fleets 
and your armies were prepared to wreſt from us our pro- 
„to rob us of our liberties or our lives; when the 
oſtile attempts of general Gage evinced his deſigns, we 
levied armies for our ſecurity and defence. When the 
powers veſted in the nor of 'Canada, gave us reaſon 
to apprehend danger \ ao that quarter : and we had fre- 
quent intimations, that a'cruel and ſavage enemy was to 
be let looſe upon the defenceleſs inhabitants of our fron- 
tiers; we took ſuch meaſures as prudence dictated, as 
neceſſity will juſtify. We poſſeſſed ourſelves of Crown- 
Point and Ticonderoga. Yet give us leave moſt kern. 
to aſſure you, that we have not yet loft fight of the obje 
we have ever had in view, a reconciliation with you on 
conſtitutional principles, and a reſtoration of that friend] 
intercourſe, which, to the advantage of both, we ti 
lately maintained. | 
Tux inhabitants of this country apply themſelves 
chiefly to agriculture and commerce. As their faſhions 
and manners are ſimilar to yours, your markets muſt af- 
ford them the conveniencies:and luxuries, for which they 
exchange the produce of their labours, The wealth of 
this extended continent centers with you; and our trade 
is ſo regulated as to be ſubſervient only * 
ou 
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You are too reaſonable to expect, that by taxes (in ad- 
dition to this) we ſhould contribute to your expence; ta 
believe. after diverting the fountain, that the can 
flow with unabated force. | | 
„ TT. has been ſaid, that we refuſe to ſubmit to the 
reſtrictions on our commerce. From whence is this in- 
ference _— Not from our words, we having re- 
peatedly dec] the con ; we again profeſs our 
ſubmiſſion to the ſeveral Qs Of _ and — paſſed 
before the year 1763, truſting nevertheleſs in the equity 
and juſtice of parliament, that ſuch of them as, upon 
cool and impartial conſideration, ſhall appear to have 
impoſed unneceſſary or grievous reſtrictions, will, at ſome 
happier period, be rep or altered. And we cheerfully 
conſent to the operation of ſuch acts of the Britiſh par- 
liament as ſhall be reſtrained to the regulation of our 
external commerce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring the com- 
mercial advantages of the whole empire to the mother 
country, and the commercial benefits of its reſpective 
members; excluding every idea of taxation internal or 
external, for raiſing a revenue on the ſubjects in America 
without their conſent. ; 
<« IT is alleged that we contribute nothing to the 
common defence. To this we anſwer, that the ——— 
which Great- Britain receives from the monopoly of our 
trade, far exceed our proportion of the expence neceſſary 


for that purpoſe. But ſhould theſe advantages be inade- 


quata thereto, let the reſtrictions on our trade be removed, 
and we will cheerfully contribute ſuch proportion when 


conſtitutionally required. 


« TT is a fundamental principle of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, that every man ſhould have at leaſt a repreſentative 
ſhare in the formation of thoſe laws, by which he is 
bound. Were. it otherwiſe, the regulation of our in- 
ternal police by a Britiſh parliament, who are and ever 
will be unacquainted with our local circumſtances, muſt 
be always inconvenient, and Oy oppreſſive, working 
our wrong, without e any poſhble advantage to you. 
„AAN of accommodation (as it has been abſurdly 
called) has been propoſed by your miniſters to our re- 


ſpective aſſemblies. Were this propoſal free from every 


other objection, but that which ariſes from the _ of 
, l le 
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the offer, it would not be unexceptionable. Can men 


deliberate with the bayonet at their breaſt ? Can they treat 
with freedom, while their towns are ſacked z when daily , 
inſtances of injuſtice and oppreſſion diſturb the flower 
operations of reaſon ? 1 | 

Irx this propoſal is really ſuch as you would offer and 
we accept, why was it delayed till the nation was put to 
uſeleſs expence, and we were reduced to our preſent me- 
lancholy ſituation ? If it holds forth nothing, why was it 
propoſed? Unleſs indeed to deceive you into a belief, 
that we were unwilling to liſten to any terms of accom- 
modation ? But what is ſubmitted to our conſideration ? 
We contend for the diſpoſal of our property. We are 
told that our demand is unreaſonable, that our aſſemblies 
may indeed collect our money, but that they muſt at the 
ſame time offer, not what your exigencies or ours ma 
require, but ſo much as - ſhall be deemed ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy the deſires of a miniſter and enable him to provide 
for favourites and dependents. A recurrence to your own 
treaſury will convince you how little of e money al- 
ready extorted from us has been applied to the relief of 
your burthens. To ſuppoſe that we would thus p 
the ſhadow and give up the fubſtance, is adding inſult to 
injuries. | 

% We have nevertheleſs again preſented an humble 
and dutiful petition to our ſovereign ; and to remove every 
imputation of obſtinacy, have requeſted his majeſty to 
direct ſome mode, by which the united applications of his 
taithful coloniſts may be improved into a happy and per- 
manent reconciliation. We are willing to treat on ſuch 
terms as can alone render an acc tion laſting, and 
we flatter ourſelves that our pacific endeavours will be. 
attended with a removal of miniſterial troops, and a re- 
peal of thoſe laws of the operation of which we complain, 
on the one part, and a diſbanding of our army, and a 
diſſolution of our commercial aſſociations, on the other. 

er conclude not from this that we propoſe to ſur- 
render our property into the hands of your miniſtry, or 
veſt your parliament with a power which may terminate 
in our uction. The great bulwarks of our conſti- 
tution we have deſired to maintain by every temperate, 
by every peaceable means; but your miniſters (equal foes 
1 55 to 
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to Britiſh and American freedom) have added to their 
former oppreſſions an attempt to reduce us by the ſword 

to 2 baſe and abject ſubmiſſion. On the ſword, there» 


| fore, we are compelled to rely for protection. Should 


victory declare in your favour, yet men trained to arms 
from their infancy, and animated by the love of liberty, 
will afford neither a cheap or eaſy conqueſt. Of this at 
leaſt we are aſſured, that our firuggle will be glorious, 
our ſucceſs certain; ſince even in death we ſhall Pd that 
freedom which in life you forbid us to enjoy. 
- © Ler us now aſk what advantages are to attend our 
reduction? The trade of a ruined and deſolate country 
is always inconſiderable, its revenue trifling ; the expence 
of ſubjecting and retaining it in ſubjection certain and 
inevitable. What then remains but the gratification of 
an ill-judged pride, or the hope of rendering us ſubſer- 
vient to de on your liberty. | 
„ SOLDIERS who have ſheathed their ſwords in the 
bowels of their American brethren, will not draw them 
with more reluctance againſt you. When too late you 
may lament the Toſs of that freedom, which we exhort 
you, while ſtill in your power, to preſerve. | | 
© Ox the other ſhould you prove unſucceſsful ; 
ſhould that connexion, which we moſt ardently wiſh to 
maintain, be diflolved ; ſhould your miniſters exhauſt 
your treaſures and waſte the blood of your countrymen in 
vain attempts on our liberty; do they not deliver you, 
weak and defencelefſs, to your natural enemies. | 
„ SINCE then your liberty muſt be the price of your 
victories ; your ruin, of your defeat :---what blind fa+ 
tality can urge you to a purſuit deſtructive of all that 
ear ? . 
6 I wu have no regard to the connexion that has for 
ages ſubſiſted between us; if you have forgot the wounds 
we have received fighting by your fide for the extenſion 
of the empire ; if our commerce 1s not an object below 
your conſideration z if juſtice and humanity have loſt 
their influence on your hearts; ſtill motives are not want- 
ing to excite your indignation at the meaſures now pur- 
fucd : your wealth, your honour, your liberty are at ſtake. 
* NoTw1THSTANDING the diſtreſs to which we are 
reduced, we ſometimes forget our own aflictions, to an- 
0 | ticipate 
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ticipate and ſympathize in yours. We grieve that raſh 


arid inconſiderate councils ſhould precipitate the de- 


ſtruction of an empire, which has the envy, and 
admiration of ages, and call God to witneſs ! that we 
would part with our property, endanger our lives, and 
ſacrifice every thing hut liberty, to redeem you from ruin. 


A ctoup hang over your heads and ours; ere this 


reaches you, it may pfobably burſt upon us; let us then 


(before the remembrance of former kindneſs is obliterated) | 


once more repeat thoſe appellations which are ever grate- | 
ful in our ears; let us entreat Heaven to avert our. ruin, 


and the deſtruction that threatens our friends, brethren, 
and countrymen, on the other ſide of the Atlantic.” 


Tux conduct obſerved towards the Win bons was 


in perfect conſiſtence with that diſpoſition ſor peace ſo 


openly declared, and fo fully manifeſted. Taught by ad- 
verſity to feel for the woes, and by freedom to refpect the 
rights of mankind, we wiſhed to avoid that favage war 
which knows no laws but indiſcriminate ſlaughter. And 
altho* our enemies have endeavoured to ſtigmatize us wich 


the deſign vf employing the batcher againſt them, in 


order to caſt a veil over their own barbarity ; yet the fact 
is, that we ſedulouſly avoided it, and have at length been 
expoſed to the fury of thoſe tribes, becauſe we would not 


take advantage of their inhuman thirſt of blood againſt 


our fellow men. 


Ix was not until the 25th of November, 1775, that 
the Congreſs determined to retort upon our enemies the 
practice of taking property on the high as. They con- 
ſidered us as rebels, they had no laws in exiſtence whereby 
our property was forfeited. Unleſs we were conſidered 
as independent, their fovereign could not authorize the 
capture of 'veſlels ; __ in defiance of law, of reaſon, 


and of juſtice, they heſitated not to plunder indiſcrimi- 


nately all thoſe who reſided in America, among whom not 
a few were adherents to their cauſe, p 

Nox did the Congreſs even then make reprizals upon 
private property, but leveled their reſentment at thoſe 


only who were engaged OR and aſſiſting the armies 


employed - 
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employed againſt us; hor did they until the 2 34 of March, 
1770, adopt the latter meaſure, the — .of which 
are fully ſet forth in the following preamble 

AT) 


„ Wurktas the petitions or the United Colonies to 
the king, for the redreſs of great and\manifold grievances, 


have not only been rejected, bus ate With ſcorn and 
contempt, and the oppoſition to.dthgns cyidently formed 
to reduce them to a 8 of ſervile ſubjection, and their 
neceſſary defence againſt hoſtile forces actually employed 
to ſubdue them, declared rebellion z and whereas an un- 
juſt war hath been commenced againſt them, which the 4 
commanders of. the Britiſh fleets and armies have proſe- 4 
cuted, and ftill:@pntinue to profecute, with their utmoſt 5 
vigour, and in a rel manner waſting, ſpoiling, and de- 
ſtroying the country, burning houſes and defencelefs 
towns, and expoſing the helpleſs inhabitants to every 
miſery from the inclemency of the winter, and not only 
urging ſavages to invade the country, but inſtigating 
negroes to murder their maſters ; and whereas the par- 
lament of Great-Britain hath lately paſſed an act, af- 
firming theſe colonies to be in open rebellion, forbidding 
all trade and commerce with the inhabitants thereof, until 
they ſhall accept pardons, and ſubmit to deſpotic rule, 
declaring their property, wherever found apon the water, 
liable to feizure and confiſcation, and enacting, that what 
had -been done there, by virtue of the ro al authority, 
were juſt and lawful acts, and ſhall be ſo deemed ; from 
all which it is manifeſt, that the iniquitous ſcheme con- 
certed to deprive them of the liberty they have a right to 
dy the laws of nature and the Engliſh conſtitution will 
be pertinaciouſly purfued :; it being therefore neceflary to 
provide for their defence and ſecurity, and juſtifiable to 
make repriſals upon their enemies, and otherwiſe to annoy 
them according to the laws and uſages of nations, the 
Congreſs, truſting that fuch of their friends in Great- 
Britain (of whom it is confeſſed there are many intitled 
to applauſe and gratitude for their patriotiſm and benevo- 
lence, and in whoſe favour a diſcrimination of property 
cannot be made} as ſhall ſuffer by captures, will impute 
it to the authors of our common calamitics, do Ts 
and reſolve, as followeth,” | N 
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Bur however reluctantly we. proceeded in extending 
the calainities of war to our fellow countrymen, and 
ſtrengthening ourſelves by the capture of thoſe riches which 
were to be employed for our deſtruction, the moſt ſedulous 
attention was paid to avoid and to alleviate the calamities 
too en n a conteſt ſo important and ſa 
fruitful in diſtreſs,  Fos not only was the moſt generous 

roviſion made to clothe an to Led thoſe priſoners whom 
the fortune of war had placed in our Tat but leſt the 
provocations: they had received might ſtimulate individuals 
to revenge, we find that on the 2d of January, 1776, 
the Congreſs came to the following reſolution, viz. 


„ Wugneas the execrable barbarity-with which this 
unhappy war has been conducted og; the part of our 
enemies, ſuch as burning our defenceleſs towns and vil- 
lages, expoſing their inhabitants, without regard to ſex 
or age, to all the miſeries which loſs of property, the 
rigour of the feaſon, and inhuman devaſtation can infli, - 
exciting domeſtic inſurrectians and murders, bribing ſa- 
yages to deſolate our frontiers, and caſting ſuch of us as 
the fortune of war has put in their power, into goals, 
there to languiſh in irons and in want, compelling the 
inhabitants of Boſton, in violatian of the treaty, to re- 
main confined within the town, expoled to the inſolence 
of the ſoldiery, and other enormities, at the mention of 
which decency and humanity will ever bluſh, may juſtly 
provoke the inhabitants of theſe colonies to led 3 

„ RESOLVED, That it be recommended to them ta 
continue mindful that humanity ought to diſtinguifh the 
brave, that cruelty ſhould find no admiſſion among a free 
people, and to take care that no page in the annals of 
America be ſtained by a recital of any action which juſtice 
or chriſtianity may condemn, and to · reſt aſſured that 
whenever retaliation may be neceſſary or tend to their ſe- 


curity, this Congreſs will undertake the diſagreeable tafk.” 


Ir myſt be remarked, that this reſolution was paſſed 
when the moſt ample meanis.of retaliation were in our 
power, and the affairs of America wore the moſt promiſe. 
ing aſpect, for the defeat beſore Quebec was not 
known, but, on the 0 it was expected that c. 
e 1 + by „ 2. 
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we had every thing to fear from a conne 
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pital fortreſs would ſoon fall into our hands. Thouſands 
on this continent would not have wept in anguiſh for the 
loſs of a huſband, a father, or a friend, had the fame 
emotions of philanthropy pervaded the boſoms of our per- 


ſecutors. But the ſtroke of divine juſtice ſeems to have 
been ſuſpended until their cup of guilt was filled with the 


widows and the orphans tears. ” | 
NoTwITHSTANDING the efforts which had been made 
for reconciliation, the proſpect of it ſeemed every moment 
to be more remote, Every account from Great-Britain 
ſerved to confirm the opinion, that nothing ſhort of an 
N ſubmiſſion on our ut woul by — 7 ed; 
and every day's enquiry convinced the unprejudiced, that 
ey thi to | Gon with them. 

As the governments of the ſevetal colonies had been ex- 
erciſed under authority from the king of Great-Britain, 
they were reduced to the alternative of being in a manner 
without government, or of inſtituting new ſyſtems on a 
baſis purely republican. The former was choſen, as the 
latter would have tended greatly to impede a future con- 
nection. But a ſtate of political anarchy could not long 
be tolerable to any ſociety ; the evils reſulting from 1 
muſt at length have produced the moſt fatal conſequences z 
-and it was impoſſible to foreſee what might be the Event 
of a conteſt in which mankind were ſet looſe from the 


reſtraints of law. Impreſſed with theſe ideas, the Con- 


pet on the 15th of May, 1776, publiſhed the following 
reſolution : ws eee ee 


© WHEREAS his Britannic majeſty, in conjunction 
with the lords and commons of Great-Britain has, by a 
late act of parliament, excluded the inhabitants of theſe 


United Colonies from the protection of his crown; and 


whereas no anſwer whatever to the humble petitions of 
the colonies for redreſs of grievances and reconciliation 


with Great-Britain has been or is likely to be given, but 


the whole force of that Kingdom, aided by foreign mer- 
cenaries, is to be exerted for the deſtruction of 


our of theſe colonies ; zud whereas it appears abſo- 
u 


tely irreconcileable to reaſon and good conſcience, far 


the people of theſe colonies now to take the oaths and 


affirmations 


4 n+ 
«firmavions neceſfary for the ſupport of any government 


under the crown of Great-Britam; and it is ncceſſary 
that the exerciſe of every kind of authority under the ſaid 
crown ſhould be totally ſuppreſicd, and all the powers of 
ernment exerted under the authority of the people ol 
the colonies, for the preſervation of internal peace, virtue, 
and good order, A o the defence of their lives, 
liberties and propertie-againi the hoſtile invaſions and 
cruel depredationg. of the enemies ; 
 +*-RE80LVED, That it be recommended to the re- 
ſpective aſlemblies and Conventions of the United Colo- 
nies, Where no government tufkcicnt to the exigencies of 
their affairs hath been hitherto eſtabliſhed, to adopt ſuch 
government as ſhall in the opinion of th repreſentatives 
of the people beſt conduce to the happunels and ſafety of 
their coaſtituents in particular, and America in general.” 


Tus conduct of Great-Britain was ſtil] the ſame com- 
pound of violence and fraud. While the ſtorcs of poli- 
tical artifice were exhauſted, to prevent us from obtaining 
foreign aid, nothing, which money or promiſes could el 
fect was left undone, to collect the mercenaries of Ger- 
many for our ſubjugation. Foiled in their former efforte, 
they called ſorth all their ſtrength; and to lull us into 
ſecurity at the ſame time, endeavoured to cover their de- 
ſigns with the thin veil of reconciliation. For this pur- 
poſe they paſſed an act of parliament, and in conſequence 
of it appointed commiſſioners, with power to grant par- 
dons to thoſe Americans, who would be ſo guilty as to 


olicit them, At length, fully convinced of what reaſcn 


had long dictated, that no rational ſecurity for our li- 
berties could be obtained during a conncction with Great- 
Britain; and that eyery idea of dependence tended toenfeeble 
our efforts, in a cauſe on which every thing was at ſtake, 
the fine ſpun thread, which held the two countrics to- 
gether, was cut on. the memorable 4th of July, 1776, 
y the following 8 | 


. 


« DECLARATION by the Repreſentatives of the 
UNITED STATES HT AMERICA, iz 
Congreſs aſſembled.” ' e n ae eee 
„ WHEN, in the courſe of human events, it be- 
comes neceſſary for one people to diflolve the political 
bands 
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bands which have connected them with another, and ta 
aſſume, among the powers of the earth, the ſeparate 
and equal ſtation to which the laws of nature and of na+ 
ture's God entitle them, a decent reſpe& to the opinions 
of mankind requires that they ſhquld declare the cauſes 


- which impel them to the ſeparation, | 


« W hold theſe truths to be ſelf-evident ; that all 
men are created equal ; that they are endowed, by their 
Creator, with certain undi . rights ; that among 
theſe are life, liberty, and the purſuit of happineſs.--- 


That to ſecure theſe rights, governments are inſtituted 


among men, deriving their juſt powers from the conſent 


of the governed; that whenever any form of 8 
ght of the 


becomes deſtructive of theſe ends, it is the 


people to alter or to aboliſh it, and to inſtitute new go- 


vernment, laying its foundation on ſuch principles, and 
organizing its powers in ſuch form, as to them ſhall ſeem 
molt likely to effect their ſafety and happineſs. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate, that governments long eſtabliſhed, 


ſhould not be changed for hight and tranſient cauſes; and 


accordingly all experience hath ſhewn, that mankind are 


more diſpoſed to ſuffer, while evils are ſufferable, than ta 
right themſelves by aboliſhing the forms to which they are 


accuſtomed. But when a long train of abuſes and uſur- 


3 purſuing invariably the fame object, evinges a de- 
* 


gn to reduce them under abſolute deſpotiſm, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to throw off ſuch government, 


and to provide new guards for their future ſecurity. Such 
has been the patient ſufferance of theſe colonies ; and ſuch 


is now the neceſſity which conſtrains them to alter their 
former ſyſtems of government, The - hiſtory of the pre- 
ſent king of Great-Britain is a hiſtory of repeated in- 


juries and uſurpations, all having in direct object the 
eſtabliſhment of an abſolute tyranny over theſe ſtates, To 
prove this, let facts be ſubmitted to a candid world: 


* Hr has refuſed his aſſent to laws the moſt wholeſome 


and neceſlary for the public good. | 


* He has forbidden his governors to paſs laws of im- 


. mediate and rags | importance, unleſs ſuſpended in their 
operation till his aſſent ſhould be obtained; and when ſo 
ſuſpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 
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« Ht has refuſed to paſs other laws for the accommo- 
dation of large diſtricts of people, unleſs thoſe people 
would relinquiſh the right of repreſentation in the le- 
gillature; a right ineſtimable to them, and formidable to 
tyrants only. Bos er 

„H has called together legiſlative bodies at places un- 
uſual, uncomfortable;and diſtant from the depoſitory of 
their public records, for the ſole purpoſe of — 2 
into compliance with his meaſures. 


© He has diſſolved repreſentative houſes repeatedly, for 
oppoling, as firmneſs, his invaſions on the 
rights o 8 oO 5 yu 

E Hz has refuſed for a long time, after. ſuch diſſo- 
lations, to cauſe others to be elected; hereby the le- 
giſlative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned 
to the people at large for their exerciſe ; the ſtate re- 
maining, in the mean time, expoſed to all the dangers of 
invaſion from without, and convulſions within. 


_ «© He has endeavoured to prevent the population of 8 


theſe ſtates ; for that purpoſe obſtructing the laws for na- 
turalization of foreigners ; refuſing to paſs others to en- 
courage their migrations hither, and raiſing the condi- 
tions of new appropriations of lands. 
2 He orig a _ wry nr rene» of juſtice, by 
ing his aſſent to laws iſhing judiciary powers. 
Iv? He has made judges dependent on a will alone, for 
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment 
of their ſalaries: 
© Hx has erected a multitude of new offices, and ſent 
hither ſwarms of officers to harraſs our people, and eat 
out their ſubſtance. 


«© He has kept among us, in times of peace, ſtanding 


armies, without the conſent of our legi F 

Hs has affected to render the military independent 

of, and ſuperior to the civil power. 1. 
*© He has combined with others to ſubject us to a ju- 

riſdiction foreign to our conſtitution, and unacknow- 

— our laws; giving his aſſent to their acts of pre- 

legiſlation: "ie | bh: 

Fon quartering large bodies of armed troops among 

* 1 | cc For , 
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% Fon protecting them, by a mock trial, from puniſh- 
ment for any murders which they ſhould commit on the 
inhabitants of theſe ſtates | % Pipe v 

0 Beer cutting: off our trade with all parts of the 
world : ö 

Fon impoſing taxes on us without our conſent: 

For depriving us, in many caſes, of the benefits of 


* 


trial by jury- oY ein eg . 
Fon tranſporting us beyond ſeas to be tried for pre- 
tended offences: | 1 | 


Fon aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws in a 
neighbouring province, eſtabliſhing therein aw arbitrary 
| rigs and enlarging its boundaries, ſo as to ren- 
er it at once an example and fit inſtrument for intro- 
ducing the fame abſolute rule into theſe colonies : | 
« For taking away our Charters, aboliſhing our moſt. 
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of 
our governments: OY | 
Fon ſuſpending our own legiſlatures, and declarin 
themſelves inveſted with power to legiſlate for us in all 
caſes whatſoever, - | e 53 
- 46 HE has abdicated government here, by declaring us 
out of his protection, and waging war againſt us. 
HE has plundered our ſeas, ravaged our coaſts, 
burnt our towns, and deſtroyed the lives of our people. 
Hk is, at this time, tranſporting large armies of 
foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, de- 
ſolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumftances 
of cruelty and perhdy, ſcarcely paralleled in the moſt bar- 
barous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized 
nation. 225 | 
* He has conſtrained our fellow-citizens, taken cap- 
tive on the high ſeas, to bear arms againſt their country, 
to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, 
or to fall themſelves by their hands. 
Hx has excited domeſtic inſurrections amongſt us, 
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our 
frontiers the mercileſs. Indian . whoſe known rule 
eſtr 
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of warfare is an undiſtinguiſhed uction, of all ages, 
ſexes, and conditions. 7750 4 
<* Ix every ſtage of theſe oppreſſions we have pe- 
titioned for redrefs in the moſt humble terms : _ re- 
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peated petitions have been anſwered only by repeated in- 
jury. A prince, whoſe character is thus marked by every 
act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of 

a free people. 1 | 

«© Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Bri- 

tiſh brethren, We have ea. OL them, from time to time, 
of attempts by their legiſlature to extend an unwarrantable 
juriſdiction over us. We have reminded them of the cir- 
cumſtances of our emigration and ſettlement here, We 
have appealed to their' native juſtice and magnanimity, 
and we have conjured them by the ties of our common. 
kindred to difavow theſe uſurpations, which would inevi- 
tably interrupt our connexions and correſpondence, They 
too have been deaf to the voice of juſtice and of conſangui- 
nity. We muſt, therefore, acquieſce in the neceſſity, which 
denounces our ſeparation, and hold them, as we hold the 
reſt of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 

We, therefore, the repreſentatives of the UN I TED. 
STATES or AMERICA, in GENERAL 
CONGRESS aſſembled, appealing to the ſupreme 
ip. je the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 
in the name, and by authority of the good people of theſe 
colonies, ſolemnly publiſh and declare, That theſe United 
Colonies are, of right ought to be, FREE anD 
INDEPENDENT STATES ; that they are 
abſolved from all allegiance to the Britiſh crown, and that 
all political connexion between them and the ſtate of Great- 
Britain, is, and ought to be, totally diſſolved; and that as 
FREE anv INDEPENDENT STATES, 
oy have full power to levy war, conclude „con- 
| alliances, eſtabliſh commerce, and to do all other acts 
and things which INDEPENDENT STATES 
wg right do. - And for the ſupport of this declaration, 
with a firm reliance on the protection of DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to each other 
our lives, our fortunes, and our ſacred honor.“ 


Tuis deciſive ſtep was taken in the face of the whole 
Britiſh force collected on our ſhores. From that moment 
every thing aſſumes a new ap : The propoſitions 
and ſupplications for reconciliation, ſo haughtily rejected, 
were done away. The a diſquiſitions about the 
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iſſue of the conteſt, whether we ſhou 


action of Long Ifland, delivered the 


CET 


compatibility of colonial liberty and parliamentary au- 
thority in commercial . Wy acts of Jegiſ- - 
lation, to the effect of external, excluſively of the idea of 
internal, taxation:--- Theſe, with all the jargon incident to 
them, were at an end. A ſingle cleat pot was put on the 
hould be conquered en- 
ſaved provinces, or free and independent States? And on 
this propoſition every man was in Capacity to take his de- 


- Cided part. | 


Upon the zd day of September, 1776, general Sulli- 

van, who had been made priſoner by the enemy in the 
following meſſage to 

Congrefs from lord Howe: F 


e That, though he could not at preſent treat with 
Congreſs as ſuch, yet he was very deſirous of having 4 
eonference with ſome of the members, whom. he would 
conſider for the preſent only as private gentlemen, and 
meet them himſelf as ſuch, at fuch place as they fhould 

point: W 2 | 
"a That he, in conjunction with pore Howe, had full 
powers to compromiſe the diſpute between Great- Britain 
and America upon terms advantageous to both; the ob- 
taining of which delayed him near two months in Eng- 
land, and prevented his arrival at this place before the de- 
claration of independency took place: | 

„That he wiſhed a compact might be ſettled at this 
time, when no decifive blow was ſtruck, and neither par 
could ſay that they were compelled to enter into ſuch 

reement : 3 3 H 

<« That, in caſe Congreſs were diſpoſed to treat, many 


things, which they had not as yet aſked, be ar and ought 


to be granted them; and that, if upon the conference, 
they found any probable ground of an accommodation, 
the authority of Congreſs muſt be afterwards acknow- 
ledged, otherwiſe the compact would not be complete.” 


On the 5th of September the Congreſs came to the 


* 


following reſolutions; zo wit, 


6 RESOLVED, That general Sullivan be requeſted to 


inform 


(+3 


in orm lord Howe, that this Congreſs, being the reprg- 
{.ntatives of the free and independent States of America, 


cannot with propriety ſend any of its members, to confer | 


with his lordſhip in their private characters, but that ever 
deſirous of eſtabliſhing peace on reaſonable terms, they will 
ſend a committee of their body, to know whether he has 
any authority to- treat; with perſons authorized by Con- 
greſs for that purpoſe in behalf of America, and what that 
authority is, and to hear fuch propoſitions as he ſhall 
think fit to make reſpecting the ſame: 
„That the, 3 deſiſed to write to general 
8 and acquaint him, that it is the opinion of 
Congre 5, no propoſals for making peace between Great- 
Britain and the United States of America ought to be 
received or attended to, unleſs the ſame be made in writ- 
ing and addreſſed to the repreſentatives of the ſaid ſtates 
in Congreſs, or perſons authorized by them; And if ap- 
lication be made to him by any of the commanders of the 
Brieih forces on that ſubject, that he inform them, that 
theſe United States, who. entered into the war only for 
the defence of their lives and liberties, will e naens 
to ye on reaſonable terms, whenever ſuch ſhall be pro- 
poſed to them in manner aforeſaid,” _ 5 
Tus committee was appointed the next day, and up- 
on the 17th made the following report, x 


ex abedience to the orders of Congreſs, we have had 


a meeting with lord Howe, It was on Wedneſday laſt up - 
on Staten-I{land, oppaſite to Amboy, where his lord{hip 
received and entertained us with the utmoſt politeneſs. 
His lordſhip opened the converſation by acquaintin 
us, that, tho” he could not treat with us as à committee © 


Congreſs, yet, as his powers enabled him' to. confer and 


conſult with any private gentlemen of influence in the 
colonies, on the means of reſtoring peace between the two 
countries, he was glad of this opportunity of conferring, 
with us on that wee, if we thought ourlelves at liberty 
to enter into a conference with him in that charater. We 
obſerved to hig lordſhip, that, as our buſineſs was to hear 
be might conhder us in what light he pleaſed, and com- 
municate to us any propoſitions he might be authoriſed ta 
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60 ] 
make for the purpoſe mentioned; but, that we could con- 
ſider ourſelves in no other character than that in which we 
were placed by order of Congreſs. His lordſhip then en- 
tered into a diſcourſe of a conſiderable length, which con- 
tained no explicit propofition of peace, except one, namely 
That the colonies ſhould return to their allegiance an 
obedience to the government of Great-Britain. The reſt 
conſiſted Ae of aflurances, that there was an ex- 
ceeding good diſpoſition in the king and his miniſters ta 
make that government eaſy to us, with intimations, that, 
in caſe of our ſubmiſſion, they would cauſe the offenſive 
acts of parliament to be reviſed, and the inſtructions to 
governors to be reconſidered ; that ſo, if any juſt cauſes of 
complaint were found in the acts, or any errors in govern- 
ment were perceived to have crept into the inſtructions, 
they might be amended or withdrawn, boy 
« WE gave it as our opinion to his lordſhip, that a re- 
turn to the domination of Great-Britain was not now to be 
expected. We mentioned the repeated humble petitions of - 
the colonies to the king and parliament, which had bee! 
treated with contempt and anſwered only by additional in- 
juries ; the unexampled patience we had ſhewn under their 
tyrannical government, and that it was not till the late 
act of parliament, which denounced war againſt us, and 
— us out of the king's 3 that we declared our 
ndependence; that this declaration had been called for by 
the people of the colonies in general; that every colon 
had approved of it, when made, and all now re 
themſelves as Independent States, and were ſettling or had 
ſettled their governments accordingly; ſo that it was not 
in the power of Congreſs to agree for them, that they 
ſhould return to their — dependent ſtate; that there 


was no doubt of their inclination to peace, and their wil- 
lingneſs to enter into a treaty with Britain, that might be 


advantageous to both countries; that, though his lordſhip 
had at preſent no power to treat with them as Independent 
States, he might, if there was the ſame good diſpeſition 
in Britain, much ſooner obtain freſh powers from thence, 
for that purpoſe, than powers could be obtained by Con- 
reſs, from the ſeveral colonies, to conſent to a ſubmiſſion, 
His lordſhip then ſaying, that he was ſorry ed find, 
* | „ 2 FEA at 


t vr } 
that no accomodation was like to take place, put an- end 
to 4 an. | | 
6. the whole, it did not appear to your commitee. 
that his locdſhip's commiſſion contained hy other authd- 
rity than that expreſſed in the act of parliament, e 
that of granting pardons, with ſuch exceptions as the 
commiſſioners ſh: . to make, and of declaring 
America, or any park. it, to be in the king's peace, 
upon ſubmiſſion : For, as to the power of enquiring into 
the ſtate of America,-which his lordſhip mentioned to us, 
and of conferring and conſulting with any perſons the 
commiſſioners might think proper, and - repreſenting the 
reſult of ſuch converſation to the miniſtry, who provided 
the colonies would ſubject themſelves, might after all or 
might not, at their pleaſure, make any alterations in the 
former inſtructions to governors, or propoſe in parliament 
any amendment of the acts complained of, we apprehended \ 
any expectation from the effect of ſuch a power would have 
n too uncertain and precarious to be relied on by Ame- 
rica, had ſhe ſtill continued in her ſtate of dependence.“ 


From this moment the war raged with the utmoſt vio- 
lence, and was proſecuted by the enemy with unabated | 
vigor and barbarity. To recite the numerous inſtances in 
which their faith, folemnly pledged, hath been broken, - Tl 
would be tedious and perhaps uleleſs: Victory declared 
herſelf for a long time in favor of their ſuperior numbers 
and ſuperior diſcipline, and their infolence was equal to 
their ſucceſs, Unable to comprehend the whole of the ob- 
ject they had undertaken, and overjoyed at the acquiſition 
of the minuter parts, already the needy greedy paraſites of 
a voluptuous court had in imagination carved out our poſ- 
ſeſſions among them, and wantoned in the proſpect of en- 
Joying the fruits of our laborious induſtry. Every thing 
therefore, which looked like conciliation, was treated as a 
conceſſion flowing from feebleneſs of foul. The ſpirit of 
deſpotiſm, fluſhed with hope and inured to guilt, turned a 
hard unfeeling eye upon the miſeries of human nature, and 
directed, well pleas'd, the ſtorm of vengeance to the head of 
freedom. But that full tide of ſucceſs, which had carried 
their expectations ſo nigh, began to ebb away: The gal- 
lant army commanded by Burgoyne, checked by impedi- 
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ments which nature had thrown in his courſe, at ag 
ſubmitted, notwithſtanding the efforts of their accompliſhed 
neral, to the determined hravery of their foes, The ſplen- 
Tn of our ſucceſs in that quarter called the attention of 
Europe to our fortitude and perſeverance, The weight and 
importance of a country which could reſiſt the aſtoniſhing 
efforts made by Cr Brickla: were evident to the moſt 
careleſs obſervation. The acknowledgement of our inde- 
pendence became therefore an object of ſerious deliberation. 
Awakened from their dream of glory to a view of their 
danger, the miniſtry of England Vined. if poſſible, to 
recover what they had wantonly thrown away. | 


"Ox the 21ſt day of April, 1778, the Congreſs, then 

- fitting at York-Town, e * — "Ray general, 
incloſing a printed paper from Philadelphia, to the follow - 
ing lie 3 Pen 


« DRAUGHT of a BILL for declaring the intentions 
© of the Parliament of Great- Britain, concerning the exerciſe 
F the right of impoſing taxes with his Majeſfly's colomes, 
provinces and plantations in North- America. | 


oo HEREAS theexerciſcof the right of taxation by 
Y theParliament of Ce e the purpoſe of 
raiſing a revenue in his Majeſty's calonies, provinces, and 
plantations in North- America, has been Found by ex- 
E to accaſion great uneaſineſſes and diſorders, and 
as by ſundry miſrepreſentations been made the means of 
miſleading many of his majeſty's faithful ſubjects, Who 
yet acknowledge the juſtice of contributing to the common 
defence of the empire, provided ſuch contributions ſhould 
be raiſed under the authority of the General Court, or 
General Afembly, of each reſpective colony, province or 
plantation: And whereas, in order as well as to remove the 
ſaid uncaſineſſes, and to quiet the minds of his Majeſty's 
fubjects, who may be diſpoſed to return. to their allegiance, 
as to reſtore the peace and welfare of all his Majeſty's do- 
minions, It is expedient to declare, that the Fine and 
Parliament of Great Britain will not impoſe any duty, tax 
or aſſeſsment, for the purpoſe. of raiſing à revenue. within 
any of the ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations . | 


May 
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May it pleaſe your Majeſty, That it may be declared 
and — 1 and it is hereby declared and enacted, &c. 
That from and after the paſſing of this Act, the King and 
Parliament of Great-Britain will not impoſe any duty, tax 
or afſeſsment whatſoever, payable within any of his Ma- 
jeſty's colonies, provinces and plantations in North- 
America, except only ſuch duties as it may be expedient 
to impoſe for the regulation of commerce ; the net pro- 
duce of ſuch duties to be always paid and applied to, and 
for, the uſe” of the colony, province or plantation, in 
which the ſame ſhall be refprQively levied, in ſuch man- 
ner as other duties collected by the authority of the 
reſpeive General Courts, or eral Aſſemblies, of 
ſuch colonies, provinces or plantations, are erdinarily 
paid and applied.“ | 7 ON 


« DRAUGHT of a BILL to enable his Majeſty to 

int Commiſſioners with ſufficient powers to treat, con- 

7, and agree upon the means of quieting the diſorders 

now ſubſiling in certain of the colonies, plantations and 
provinces of North- America, Wy, 


« TD OR the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers jea« 
louſies and miſapprehenſions of danger to their li- 

berties and legal rights, which have miſled many of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects in the colonies, provinces and plan- 
tations of New-Hampfhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Penn- 
ſylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware, 2 
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South- Carolina, ahd 
Georgia, and for a fuller manifeſtation of the juſt and 
gracious purpoſes of his Majeſty and his. Parliament, to 
maintain and ſecure all his ſubjects in a clear and perfect 
enjoyment of ſuch liberties and rights; Be it enacted, 
&c, That perſons to be appointed by his 
Majely, under the Great Seal of Great-Britain, or 
any of them, ſhall by force of this Act, have full 
power, commiſſion and authority" to treat, conſult 
and agree with ſuch body or bodies political and cor- 
porate, or with ſuch aſſembly or. aſſemblies of men, or 
with ſuch perſon or perſons, as in their wiſdom and 


(64 7 
diſcretion they ſhall think meet, of and concerning 


any grievances, or complaints of grievances, exiſt- 
ing, or ſuppoſed to exiſt, in the government of any 
of the ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations reſpectively, 
or in the laws and ſtatutes of this realm, reſpecting the 
fame; and of or concerning any aid or contribution to 
be furniſhed by all or any of the colonies, provinces or 
plantations reſpectively, for the common defence of this 
realm, and the dominions thereunto belonging; and of 
and concerning ſuch other regulations, proviſions, mat- 
ters and things, as upon mature deliberation of the ſaid 
Comtniflioners, or any of them, ſhall! be thought 
neceſfary or convenient for the honor of his Maielty, 
and the common good of all his ſubjects. WO 


* Provided alſo, and be it further enacted and declared; 
t no regulation, proviſion, matter or thing ſo pro- 
poſed, treated, conſulted or agreed, ſhall have any other 
force or effect, or be carried further into execution, than 
is herein after mentioned and provided, until the fame 
_ hall have been approved by Parliament. n | 


« Provided alſo, and be it further enafted by the authority 
aſereſaid, That in order to facilitate the good purpoſes. of 
this AR, it ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Com- 
miſhoners, or any of them, from time to time, as 
they ſhall j it convenient, to order and proclaim a 

| ceſſation of Voafilites. on the part of his Majeſty's 
troops, in any of the faid colonies or plantations, or 
any part thereof, for any time, and under any conditions 
or reſtrictions, which they ſhall think convenient, and 
ſuch order and proclamation to revoke and annul in the 
- fame manner and form, according to their diſcretion. 


And be it further enatted, That it ſhall be lawful for 
the ſaid Commiffioners, or any of them, by procla- 
mation under their reſpective hands and ſeals, from time 
to time, to ſuſpend the operation and effects of a certain 
Act of Parliament, made and paſſed in the 16th year of 
the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for n trade 
and intercourſe with certain colonies and plantations 


therein named, and for the other purpoſes therein alſo 
1 mentioned. 


„ 

mentioned, or any of the proviſions or reſtrictions therein 
contained, for ſuch convenient time as the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners ſhall think proper; 3 in ſuch procla- 
mation at hat times or places reſpectively, and with what 
exceptions and reſtrictions, the ſaid ſuſpenſion ſhall take 
effect, and the faid ſuſpenſion and proclamation in the 
lame manner and form to annul and revoke, according 
to their diſcreio mm 1 


Aud be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any of them, may, and the 
ire hereby authoriſed arid impowered to ſuſpend in ſuc 
places, and for ſuch times as they ſhall think Gt, duri 
the continuance of this Act, the operation and effect o 
all or any of the Act or Acts of Parliament which have 
n ſince the 1oth day of February, 1763, and which 
relate to any of his Majeſty's ſaid colonies, provinces or 
plantations in North-America, ſo far as the ſame does 
relate to them, or the operation and effect of mw clauſe, 
dr any proviſion or matter therein contained, ſo far as 
ſuch clauſes, proviſions or matters, relate to any of the 
ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations. | 
Jad it is hereby enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 
it ſhall and Arche wtul” to and for lad Come 
miſſioners, or any of them, and they are hereby 
authoriſed and impowered to grant a pardon or pardons 
to any number or deſcription of perfons within the ſaid, 
colonies, provinces or plantations. 


Ap that no let or Hindrarices may happen from 
the vacancy of the office of Governor and Commander 
in Chief in any of the ſaid colonies, provinces or plan- 
tations reſpectively, or from the abſence of ſuch officer 
from his government, Be it further enacted by the authority 
Is That the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any of 
them, ſhall have full power and authority in any of the 
ſaid colonies; . provinces or plantations reſpectively, 
wherein his Majeſty bath uſually heretofore nominated 
and appointed a ee to nominate and appoint, by . 
any inſtrument under their hands and ſeals, a proper per- 
ſon to be the Governor * Commander in Chief * and 
| bye" 
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ſor any ſuch colony, province or plantation, to have, hold, 
and exerciſe, during his Majeſty's pleaſure, the ſaid office 
of Governor and wander in Chief in and for ſuch 
colony or plantation reſpectively, with all ſuch powers 
and authorities as any Governor of ſuch province hereto- 
fore appointed by his Majeſty might or could have exer- 
Ciſed, in as full and complete manner and form, as if 
ſuch Governor and Commander in Chief had been no- 
minated and appointed by his Majeſty's letters patent or 
commiſſion, and for that purpoſe, if need be, to revoke, 
. and 2 void any commiſfion or rs pes 
xeretofore granted, for appointing any fuch Governor 


. © And be it further egg, That this AQ da con- 
tinue to be in force until the firſt day of June, which 
ſhall be in the year 1779. KEE | 


Philadelphia, 14th April, 1778. 
Publiſhed by order of the Commander in Chief, 
RoBBERT MACKENzZIE, Secretary.” 


Tuts was referred to a committee, who, on the 22d of 
April, made the following report ; | 


Hf HE Committee to whom was referred the general's 

letter of the 18th, containing a certain printed 
paper ſent from Philadelphia, purporting to be the draught 
of a Bill for declaring the intentions of the Parliament of 
Great-Britain, as to the exerciſe of what they are pleaſed 

to term their right of impoſing taxes within theſe United 
States; and alſo the draught of a Bill to enable the King 
of Great-Britain to appoint Commiſſioners, with powers 

to treat, conſult and agree upon the means of quieting 

certain diſorders within the ſaid States, beg leave to 
obſerve, RE p 


« THar the ſaid paper being induſtriouſly circulated 
by emiſlaries of the enemy, in a partial and ſecret man- 
ner, the ſame ought to be forthwith printed for the pu- 


« Tux 


blic information. 


[6] 


4 Tur Committee cannot aſcertain whether the con- 
tents of the ſaid paper have been framed in Philadelphia, 
or in Great-Britain, much leſs whether the ſame are re- 
ally and truly intended to be brought into the Parliament. 
of that kingdom, or whether the ſaid Parliament will con- 
fer thereon the uſual ſolemnities of their laws. But are 


inclined to believe this will happen, for the following 


reaſons : 


c ft, BxcAvuss their General hath made divers feeble 
efforts to ſet on foot ſome kind of treaty during the laſt 
winter, though, either from a miſtaken idea of his own 
dignity and importance, the want of information, or 
ſome other cauſe, he hath not made application to. thoſe 
who are inveſted with a proper authority. | ? 


« 2dly. Bgcauss they ſuppoſe that the fallacious idea 
of a ceſſation of hoſtilities will rendeatheſe States remiſs 


in their preparations for war, 3 


1 zdly. Brcausz believing the Americans wearied wich 
r, they ſuppoſe we will accede to their terms for the 
ſake of peace, q HN | 


„ Achly. BxcAusE they ſuppoſe that our negociations 
* ſubject to a like corrupt influence with their 


« gthly.. Büc Aber they expect from this ſtep the ſame 


effects they did from what one of their miniſters thought 
proper to call his conciliatory motion, viz. that it will pre- 
vent foreign powers from giving aid to theſe States; that 
it will lead their own ſubjects to continue a little longer 
the preſent war; and that it will detach ſome weak men 
in America from the cauſe of freedom and virtue. 


„ 6thly. Bxcavss their King, from his own ſhewing, 
hath reaſon to apprehend that his fleets and armies, inſtead 


of being employed againſt the territories of theſe States, 


yrs neceſſary for the defence of his own dominions, 
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* -thly, Becapss the impracticability of ſubjugatl 
e eee, 


this country being every day more and more man 
is their intereſt to extricate themſelves from the war upon 
any te . en Woh «£54 115% oh +4 N 


Tus Committee beg leave further to obſerve, That, 


upon a ſuppoſition the matters contained in the ſaid paper 
will really go into the Britiſh Statute Book, they ferve to 
ſhew, in a clear point of view. the weakneſs and wicked- 


- 


neſs of the enemy, Bans 


„ THEIR WEAKNESS, 

* 1ſt, Becavss they formerly declared, not only tha 
they had a right to bind the inhabitants of theſe States ir 
all - caſes whatſoever, but alſo that the ſaid inhabitants 
ſhould abſolutely and rnconditionally ſubmit” to the exerciſe 
of that right. And this ſubmiſſion they have endeavoured 
to exact by the ſword. Receding from this claim, there- 
fore, under the preſent circumſtances, ſhews their N 
to enforce it. Ir e eee eee \ 

« 2dly, BEc Aus their Prince hath heretofore rejected 
the humbleſt petitions of the Repreſentatives of America, 
praying to be conſidered as ſubjects, and protected in the 
enjoyment of peace, liberty and ſafety; and hath waged a 


. moſt cruel war againſt them, and _——_— the ſavages to 


butcher innocent women and children. But now the ſame 
Prince pretends to treat with thoſe very Repreſentatives, 
and grant to the arms of America what he refuſed to her 


of 40 zaly. BECAUSE they have uniformly labored to 
conquer this continent, rejecting every idea of accommo- 


dation propoſed to them, from a confidence in their own 


ſtrength, Wherefore it is evident, from the change in their 


mode of attack, that they have loft this confidence. And 
1 A an mies; nnn a 4 4 


. Athly. Becavse the conſtant language, ſpoken not 
only by their Minifters, but by the moſt public and au- 
thentic acts of the nation, hath been, that it is incom- 


patible with their dignity to treat with the Americans while 
; NN ä 8 . K. 


they 
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have arms in their hands. ere _— 
an offer is now about to be made for treaty. 


4 « Tux WICKEDNEss and lasischniry of che enemy 
appear from the following conliderations: 


<6. rſt, ErTHER the Bills now to be paſſed contain a FR 
rect or indirect ceſſion of a part of their former claims, or 
they do not. If they do, then it is acknowledged that 7 
have ſacrificed many brave men in an unjuſt quarrel. 

they no not, then they are calculated to deceive America 
into terms, to which neither argument before the Wars not 
force ſince, could procure þ her aſlent. 


- «« 2dly. Taz firſt of theſe Bills appears, from the dude, 
to be a declaration of the intentions of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment concerning the exerciſe of the right 9 4 impoſing tam 
within theſe States. Wherefore, ſhould theſe States treat 

under the faid Bill, they would indirectly acknowledge that 
right, to obtain which acknowledgment the preſent war 
hath been avowedly undertaken and proſecuted on the part 
of Great- Britain. 


_  2dly. SHOULD uch pid right be ſo OPS ap 
in, then, of conſequence, the ſame might be exerciſed 
whenever the _ Parliament ſhould find themſelves in 
a different temper and diſpoſition ; fince it muſt depend up- 
on thoſe, and ſuch like contingencies, how far men _ 
act ce to their former intentions. 


* 4thly. Tux faid firſt Bill, in the body e con- 
taineth no new matter, but is preciſely the fame with the 
motion before-mentioned, and liable to. all the objections 
which lay againſt the ſaid motion, excepting the follow- 
ing particular, viz. that by the mation actual taxation was 
to be ſuſpended, ſo long as America ſhould give as much 
as the ſaid Parliament — ht think proper? Wien, by 
the propoſed Bill, it is to be ſuſpended, as long as future 
Parliaments continue of the ſame aber with the preſent. | 


'5thly, From the ſecond Bill it appenes, that the Bri- | 
0 K ing may, if he pleaſes, appoint Commiſnoners to 


17 cat 
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treat and agree with thoſe, whom Gay pleaſe, about a vas 
riety of things therein mentioned. But ſuch treaties and 
agreements are to be of no validity without the concur- 
rence of the ſaid Parliament, except ſo far as they relate 
to the ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, and of certain of their Acts, 
the granting of pardons, and the appointing of Governors 
to theſe ſovereign, free and independent States. Where- 
fore, the ſaid Parliament have reſeryed to themſelves, in 
expreſs words, the power of ſetting aſide any ſuch. treaty, 
and taking the advantage of any circumſtances which may 
ariſe to ſubje this continent to their uſurpations, | | 


„ 6thly. Tur ſaid Bill, by holding forth a tender of 
pardon, implies a criminality in our juſtifiable reſiſtance, * 
and conſequently, to treat under it would be an implied ac- 
knowledgment that the inhabitants of theſe States 
what Britain hath declared them to be, Rebels. 


„ 7thly. Tux inhabitants of theſe States being claimed 
by them as Subjects, they may infer, from the nature of 
the negociation now pretended to be ſet on foot, that the 
ſaid — would of right be afterwards bound by 
ſuth laws as they ſhould make. Wherefore any agreement 
entered into on {ich negociation might at any future time 
be repealed. And EM 


e 8thly. Becauss the ſaid Bill purports, that the 
Commiſſioners therein mentioned may treat with private 


individuals; a meaſure highly derogatory to the dignity af 


national character. 


„ From all which it appears evident to your Com- 
mittee, that the ſaid Bills are intended to operate upon the 
hopes and fears of the good people of theſe States, ſo as to 
create diviſions among them, and a defection from the com- 
mon cauſe, now by the bleſſing of Divine Providence draw. 
ing near to a favourable iſſue. That they are the ſequel of 
that inſidious plan, which, from the days of the Stamp+ 
act down to the preſent time, hath . this country 

in contention and bloodſhed. And that, as in other caſes 
ſo in this, although circumſtances may force them at times 
to recede from their unjuſtifiable claims, 8 
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doubt but they will as heretofore, upon the firſt favor 
able occaſion, again diſplay that Juſt of domination, which 
hath rent in twain the mighty empire of Britain. 


% Upon the whole matter, the Committee beg leave to 
report it as their opinion, that as the Americans united in 
this arduous conteſt upon principles of common intereſt, 

for the defence of common rights and privileges, which 
union hath been cemented by common calamities and by 
mutual good offices and ion, ſo the great cauſe for 
which they contend, /and in which all mankind are inter- 
eſted, muſt derive its ſucceſs from the continuance of that 
union. - Wherefore any man or body of men, who ſhould 
preſume to make any ſeparate or partial convention ot agree 
ment with Commiſſioners under the crown of Great-Britain, 
or any of them, ought to be conſidered and treated as open 

and avowed enemies of theſe United States. 


Ax further your Committee beg leave to report it 
as their opinion, T hat theſe United States cannot, with 
propriety, hold any conference or treaty with any Com- 
miſſioners on the part of Great-Britain, unleſs they ſhall, 
as a preliminary thereto, either withdraw their fleets and 
armies, or elſe, in poſitive and expreſs terms, acknow- 
ledge the Independence of the ſaid States. 


«* AND inaſmuch as it appears to be the deſign of the 
enemies of theſe States to lull them into a fatal ſecurity--- 
to the end that they may act with a becoming weight and 
importance, it is the opinion of your Committee, That 
the ſeveral States be called upon to uſe the moſt ſtrenuous 
exertions to have their reſpective quotas of continental 
troops in the field as ſoon as poſſible, and that all the mi- 
litia of the ſaid States be held in readineſs, to act as oc- 
caſion may require.” | 


Tuns report being read, and debated paragraphs, was 
agreed to — and publiſhed. * 120 


; Ox the next day Congreſs came to the following reſo- 
ution ; | 


„ Wurrtas 


t 71 J 
„ WHEREAS perſuaſion and influence, the example of 
the deluded or wicked, the fear of danger, or the calamities 
of war, may have induced ſome of the ſubjects of ' theſe 
ſtates to join, aid,” or abet the Britiſh forces in America; 
and tho* now*delirous of returning to their duty, and 
anxioufly wiſhing tbe received and reunited to their coun- 
try, 33 and 
whereas the people of theſe ſtates are ever more ready to 
reclaim than to abandon, to mitigate than to increaſe the 
horrors of. war, to pardon than to puniſh offenders 


«© RxgsoLver, That it be recommended to the legifla- 
tures of the ſeveral ſtates to paſs laws, or to the executive 
authority of each ſtate, if inveſted with ſufficient power) 
to iſſue proclamations offering pardon, with ſuch excep- 
tions and under ſuch limitations and reſtrictions as the 
ſeveral ſtates ſhall think expedient, to ſuch of their inhabi- 
tants or ſubjects who have levied war againſt any of theſe 
fates, or who have adhered to, aided or abetted the enemy, 
and who ſhall ſurrender themſelves to any civil or military 
officer of any of theſe ſtates, and ſhall return to the ſtate 
to which they may belong before the roth day of June 
next: and it is recommended to the good and faithful ci- 
tizens of theſe ſtates to receive ſuch returning penitents 
with compaſſion and mercy, and to forgive and bury in 
oblivion their paſt failings and tranſgreſſions.“ 


Ox the 2d of May Mr. Simeon Deane arrived at York= 
Town with copies of the treaties with France, which 
were ratified on the 4th, and on the $th the following 
aldreſs was made to the people of America: e 
« Friends and Countrymen, 
a HREE years have now paſſed away ſince the 
1 e of the as —.— A 
without parallel in the annals of mankind. It hath diſ- 
played a ſpectacle the moſt ſolemm that can poſſibly be 
exhibited. On one fide, we behold fraud and violence 
laboring in the ſervice of deſpotiſm; on the other, virtue 
and fortitude ſupporting and eſtabliſhing the rights of 
human nature. | 
& You 
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1 You cannot but remember how reluctantly we were 
_ dragged into this arduous conteſt ; and how repeatedly, 

with the earneſtneſs of humble intreaty, we ſupplicated a 

redreſs of our grievances from him who ought to have 

been the father of his people. In vain did we implore 

his protection: in vain appeal to the juſtice, the gene- 

rolity, of D eee men who had been the guar- 

dians, the aſſertors and vindicators of liberty thro” a 

ſucceſſion of : men, who, with their ſwords, had 

eſtabliſhed 3 barrier of freedom, and cemented it 

with the blood of heroes. Every effort was vain. For, 

even whilſt we were proſtrated at the foot of the throne, 

that fatal hlow was ſtruck, which hath ſeparated us for 

ever. Thus ſpurned, coritemned, and inſulted---thus 

driven by our enemies into meaſures which our ſouls ab- 
horred---we made a ſolemn appeal to the tribunal of un- 
erring wiſdom and juſtice---to that Almighty ruler of 
princes whoſe kingdom is over all, | 


„We were then quite defenceleſs. Without arms, 
without ammunition, without clothing, without ſhips, 
without money, without officers ſkilled in war; with na 
other reliance but the bravery of our people and the juſtice | 
of our cauſe, We had to contend with a nation great in 
arts and in arms, - whoſe fleets covered the ocean, whoſe 
banners had waved in triumph thro' every quarter of the 
glove. However unequal this conteſt, our weakneſs was 

ill farther increaſed by the enemies which America had 
nouriſhed in her boſom. Thus expoſed, on the one 
hand, to external force and internal diviſions; on the 
other, to be compelled to drink of the bitter cup of ſla- 

very, and to go ſorrowing all our lives long; in this ſad 
alternative, we choſe the | Horny To this alternative we 
were reduced by men, who, had they been 'animated by 
one ſpark of generoſity, would have diſdained to take 
ſuch mean advantage of our ſituation ; or, had they paid 
the leaft regard to the rules of juſtice, would have con- 
ſidered with abhorrence a u en to injure thoſe who 


had faithfully fought their battles, and induſtriouſly con- 
tributed to rear the edifice of their glory. 


K 


nr, 


* 


* C — _— * * 22 Vet. v 
8 p g 292 3 — * — * 
. — m me tn at. Ta * — 


44Ü‚/:: oe „ —ͤ—Eã—mꝓẽ— . ——— 2 —— — . _ 
- % 
- tr 
"= » * 


n (PRE 


= = eo; 4 * — 9 
r 


_ * 
EET 


ras 
— „ 


r 


De Carats 72 


| * 
— — — 


5 


=: ERAS I 2; 


r 3 
2 
s 6 


5 

* o 

TH Ss 
— 


a > l % ” = b 
— 2 — — — —— — — 22 
** 


idea! of their parents or children. 
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Bur, however great the injuſtice of our foes in com- 
- . mencing this war, it is by no means equal to the crue] 


with which they haye conducted it. Ihe courſe of their 
armies is markeck by rapine and devaſtation. Thouſands, 
without diſtinction of age or ſex, have been driven from 
their peaceful abodes, to encounter the rigors of incle- 
ment ſeaſons; and the face of Heaven hath been inſulted 
by the wanton conflagration of defenceleſs towns. Their 
victories have been followed byhe cool murder of men 
no longer able to reſiſt ; and'thole who eſcaped from the 
firſt act of carnage have been expoſed, by cold, hunger, 
and nakedneſs, to wear out a miſerable exiſtence in the 
tedious hours of confinement, or to become the deftroyers 
of their countrymen, of their friends, perhaps, dreadful 

Nor was this the 
outrageous barbarity of an individual, but a ſyſtem of de- 
liberate malice, ſtamped with the concurrence of the 
Britiſh legiſlature, and ſanctioned with all the formalities 


5 of law, Nay, determined to diſſolve the cloſeſt bonds of 


ſociety, they have ſtimulated ſervants to ſlay their maſters 
in the peaceful hour of domeſtic ſecurity. And, as if all 
this were inſufficient to lake their thirſt of blood, the blood 


of brothers, of unoffending brothers, they have excited 


the Indians againſt us ; and a general, who calls himſelf 
a chriſtian, a follower of the merciful Jefus, hath dared. 
to proclaim to all the world his intention of letting looſe 
againſt us whole hoſts of ſavages, whoſe rule of warfare 
is promiſcuous carnage, who rejoice to murder the infant 
ſmiling in its mother's arms, to inflict on their priſoners 
the moſt excruciating torments, and exhibit ſcenes of 
horror from which nature recoils. ag 


„% Wenk it poſſible, they would have added to this 
terrible ſyſtem, for they have offered the inhabitants of 


theſe ſtates to be exported by their merchants to the ſickly, 
the 


baneful climes' of India, there to periſh. An offer not 
accepted of, merely from the impracticability of carrying 


it into execution. 


© NoTwWITHSTANDING theſe great provocations, we 
have treated ſuch of them as fell into our hands with 
tenderneſs, and ſtudiouſly endeavoured to alleviate the 
afflictions 


E I 
* 

afflictions of their captivity, This conduct we have pur- 
ſued ſo far, as to be by them ti ized with cowardice, 
and by our friends with folly. But our dependence was 
not upon man. It was upon Him who hath. commanded 
us to love our enemies, and to render gad for evil. And 
what can be more wonderful than the manner of our de- 
liverances ? How often have we been reduced to diſtreſs, 
and yet been raiſed up? When the means to proſecute the 
war have been wanting to us, have not our foes them- 
ſelves been rendered inſtrumental in providing them? 
This hath been done in ſuch a variety of inſtances, fo 

uliarly marked almoſt by the direct interpoſition of 
that not to feel and acknowledge his pro- 

tection, would be the height of impious ingratitude. 


Ar length that God of battles, in whom was our truſt, 
hath cond us through the paths of danger and diſtreſs 
to the threſholds of ſecurity, It hath now become morall 
certain, that, if we have courage to perſevere, we 1 
eſtabliſh our. liberties and independence.---The haughty 
prince, who ſpurned us from his feet with contumely and 
diſdain,---and. the parliament which proſcribed us, now 
deſcend to offer terms of accommodation. Whilſt in the 
full career of victory, they pulled off the maſk, and avowed 
their intended deſpotiſm: But, having laviſhed in vain the 
blood and treaſure of their ſubjects in purſuit of this exe- 
crable purpoſe, they now endeavour to enſnare us with the 
inſidious. offers of peace, They would ſeduce. you into a 
dependence, which neceſſarily, inevitably leads to the moſt 
humiliating flavery. And do they believe that you will 
accept theſe fatal terms? Becauſe you have ſuffered the 
diſtreſſes of war, do they ſuppoſe that you will baſely lick 
the duſt before the feet of your deſtroyers ? Can there be an 
American ſo loſt to the feelings which adorn human nature? 
To the generous pride, the elevation, the dignity of free- 
dom? Is there a man who would not abhor a dependence 
upon thoſe who have deluged his 1 in the. blood of 
its inhabitants? We cannot ſuppoſe this; neither is it 
poſſible that they themſelves can expect to make many 
converts. What then is their intention? Is it not to Juſt 
E with the fallacious hopes of peace, until they can aſ- 
ble new armies to os their nefarious defi al 
| | 2 | | 
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Court each little tyrant of Europe to ſel! 


1 

If this is not the caſe, why do they ſtrain every nerve to 
levy men throughout their iſlands? Why do they meanlyß 

| Kr his unhappy 
ſlaves ? Why ds, they continue to embitter the minds of 
the Savages againſt you? Surely this is not the way to 
conciliate the affections of America. Be not, therefore, 
deceived. Vou have ſtill to expect one ſevere conflict. 
Your foreign alliances, though they ſecure your inde- 
pendence, cannot ſecure your. eguntry from deſolation 
your habitations from plunder,” yaur wives from inſult or 
violation, nor your children from butchery. Foiled in 
their principal Ken, you muſt expect to feel the rage of 
diſappointed ambition. Ariſe then ! To your tents ! And 
gird you for the battle! It is time to turn the headlong 
current of vengeance upon the head of the deſtroyer, 
They have flled up the meaſure of their abomination 
and like ripe fruit muſt ſoon drop from the tree. Altho* 


much is done, yet much remains to do. Expect not peace, 
© whilſt any corner of America is in poſſeſſion of ory foes, _ 


You mult drive them away from this land of promiſe, 
a land flowing indeed with milk and honey. Your brethren 
at the extremities of the continent already implore your 
friendſhip and protection. It is your duty to grant their 
requeſt, They hunger and thirſt after liberty. Be it yours 
to diſpenſe to them the heavenly gift. And what is there 
now to prevent it?; +4 


«© AFTER the unremitted efforts of our enemies, we 
are ſtronger than before. Nor can the wicked emiſſaries, 
who ſo affiduouſly labor to promote their cauſe, point 
out any one reaſon to ſuppoſe that we ſhall not receive 


daily acceſſions of ſtrength. They tell you, it is true, that 


your money is of no value ; and your debts fo enormous 
they can never be paid, But we tell you, that if Britain 
profecutes the war another campaign, that ſingle cam- 
paign will coft her more than we have hitherto expended. 
And yet theſe men would prevail upon you to take up 
that immenſe load, and for it to facrifice your deareſt rights. 
For, ſurely, there is no man ſo abſurd as to ſuppoſe, that 
the leaſt ſhadow of liberty can be preſerved in a dependent 
connexion with Great-Britain, From the nature of the 
thing it is evident, that the only ſecurity you could ob- 


as hp er toes —— —a 
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tain, would be the juſtice and moderation of a parliament 
who have ſold the rights of their own conſtituents. And 
this ſlender ſecurity is {till farther weakened, by the con- 
ſideration that it was pledged to febels, (as they unjuſt! 
call the good people of theſe ſtates) with whom they think 
they are not bound to keep faith by any law whatſoever, 
Thus would you be caſt bound among men, whoſe'minds 
(by your virtuous reſiſtence) have been ſharpened to the 

neſt edge of revenge. Thus would your children, and 
your childrens children, be, by you, forced to a partici» 
pation” in all their debts, their wars, their luxuries and 
their crimes. And» this mad, this impious ſyſtem they 
would lead you to adopt, becauſe of the derangement of 
your finances, 


„Ir becomes you deeply to reflect on this ſubject. Is 
there a country on earth, which hath ſuch reſources for 
the payment of her debts as America? Such an extenſive 
territory? So fertile, ſo bleſſed in its climate and pro- 
ductions? Surely there is none. Neither is there any to 
which the wiſe Europeans will ſooner confide their pro- 
perty. What then are the reaſons that your money hath 
depreciated ? Becauſe no taxes have been impoſed to carry 
on the war, Becauſe your commerce hath been inter- 
rupted by your enemy's fleets, Becauſe their armies have 
ravaged and deſolated à part of your country, Becauſe 
their agents have villainouſly counterfeited your bills. 
Becauſe extortioners among you, inflamed with the luſt 
of gain, have added to the price of every article of life. 
And becauſe weak men have been artfully led to believe 
that it is of no value. How is this dangerous diſeaſe to 
be remedied ? Let thoſe among you, who have leiſure and 
opportunity, collect the monies which indviduals in their 
neighbourhood are deſirous of placing in the public funds. 
Let the ſeveral legiſlatures fink their reſpective emiffions, 
that ſo, there being but one kind of bills, there may be 
leſs danger of counterfeits. Refrain a little while from 
purchaſing thoſe things which are not abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, that ſo thoſe who have engrofſed commodities may 
ſuffer (as they deſervedly will) the loſs of their ill-gotten 
hoards, by reaſon of the commerce with foreign nations, 
which their fleets will protect. Above all, bring forward 

1 your 
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your armies into the field. Truſt not to appearances of 
peace or ſafety, Be aſſured that, unleſs you perſevere, you 
will be expoſed to every ſpecies of barbarity. But if you 
excrt the means of — which God and nature have 
iven you, the time will ſoon arrive when every man ſhall 
Fe 4 his own. vine and under his own fig- tree, and 
there ſhall be none to make him afraid. | 


Tut ſweets of a free commerce with 3 of 
the earth will ſoon reimburſe you-for all the loſſes you 
have ſuſtained. The full tide of wealth will low in upon 
your ſhores, free from the arbitrary impoſitions of thoſe 


| Whoſe intereſt and whoſe declared policy it was to check 


our growth. Your intereſts will be foſtered and nouriſhed 
by governments that derive their power from your grant, 


and will therefore be obliged, by the influence of cogent 


neceſſity, to exert it in your favor. 


oh ; | 
Ir is to obtain theſe things that we call for your 


ſtrenuous, unremitted exertions. Yet do not; believe that 


Þ ws have been or can be ſaved merely by your own 


rength. No! It is by the aſſiſtance of Heaven, and this 
you muſt affiduouſly cultivate by acts which Heaven ap- 
proves. Thus ſhall: the power and the happineſs of theſe 
ſovereign, free and independent States, founded on the 
virtue of their citizens, increaſe, extend and endure, until 
the Almighty ſhall blot out all the empires of the earth.” 


On the 6th of June the Congreſs received a letter of the 
27th of May from lord Howe, and one of the 3d of June 


from general Clinton, accompanied with three acts of par- 
liament: they were as follows, | 


Philadelphia e 
SIR, bia, May 27, 4 


(6 H AVING, by a packet juſt arrived from Great- 

Britain, received the King's commands to trans- 

mit to the Congreſs, and the Commander in Chief of 

their troops, the copies of two acts, paſſed this ſeſſion of 

Parliament, for quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in 

theſe colonies, and preparing the way for the return of 
| peace, 


„„ AL IIBOS 
eace, I embrace the earlieſt opportunity to forward the 
ncloſed copies of thoſe acts, and of one other act relating 
to the government of the province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 
for the information of the Congreſs thereon ; moſt ſin- 
cerely hoping this communication will be productive of 
the defired good effects. I am, with due conſideration, 


Sir 

3 | Dur moſt obedient ſervant, 
Henry Laurens, E,; Howes.” 
' Preſident of the Congreſs, © ; 


- Head-Duarters, Philadelphia, June 3, 1778. 


6 I AM directed to tranſmit to Congreſs, and the Com- 
mander in Chief of their troops, printed copies of 
three conciliatory acts of Parliament: Lat me add my 
moſt fincere wiſhes, that they may produce the deſirable 
effect which is hoped from them. I have the honor to 
be 1 
| hy Your moſt obedient and 2 
Henry Laurens, Eſq; H. CLlinToON,” 
Profident of the Congreſs 


« An Af for repealing an act, paſſed in the fourteenth year 

| his # rt Majeſty's reign. Nuke 10 Act for the 

ter regulating the government of the province of the 
Maſlachuſetts-Bay, in New-England. 


2 W HERE As the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay had for many years been governed under a 
charter, granted by their late Majeſties King William 
and Queen Mary: And whereas an ac, paſſed in the 
fourteenth year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intituled, 
An Af for the better regulating the government of the pro- 
vince of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, in New-Eng „ has 
found to create great uneaſineſſes in the minds of the in- 
habitants of the faid province, and has occaſioned jea- 
louſies and apprehenſions of danger to their liberties and 
rights in ſeveral other of the colonies and plantations in 
orth-America : For quieting and extinguiſhing ſuch 
uneaſineſſes and apprehenſions, be it W y the 
| ing's 


; 
? 


L & J 


} | King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
1411 and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 
J. : Commons, in this;preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
1 the authority of the ſame, That, from and after the paſſing 
, of this act, the ſaid act, of the fourteenth year of the reign 
[ 2 preſent Majeſty, be, and the ſame is hereby re- 


on An At fer removing all diubts and apprehenſions concerning 
q taxation by the Parliament of Great-Britan in any of the 
colonies, provinces, and plantations in North- America, and 

the Weſt- Indies ; and for repealing ſo much of an A, 
made in the ſeventh year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
as impoſes a duty on tea imported from Great-Britain into 
any colony or plantation in America, or relates thereto. 


o W HE RE As taxation by the Parliament of Great- 
4 Britain, for the purpoſe of raifing a revenue in his 
6 VZzeſty's colonies, provinces, and plantations, in North- 
* p America, has been found by experience to-occafion great 
—_ uneaſineſſes and diſorders m__ Majeſty's faithful 
| ſubjects, who may nevertheleſs be diſpoſed to acknow- 
ledge the juſtice of contributing to. the common defence 
of the empire, provided ſuch contribution ſhould be 
raiſed under the authority of the General Court, or Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, of each reſpective colony, province, or 
plantation: And whereas, in order as well to remove the 
ſaid uneaſineſſes, and to quiet the minds of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects who may be diſpoſed to return to their allegiance, 
as to reſtore the peace and welfare of all his Majeſty's do- 
minions, it is expedient to declare that the King and Par- 
liament of Great-Britain will not impoſe any oe tax, 
or afſeſsment, for the purpoſe. of raiſing a revenue in any 
of the colonies, provinces, or plantations : May it 5 
your Majeſty that it may be declared and enacted; and it 
is hereby declared and enacted by the King's moſt excel- 
lent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this pre- 
ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the 
ſame, That, from and after the paſſing of this act, the 
King and Parliament of Great-Britain will not impoſe 
any duty, tax, or aſſeſsment whatever, payable in ny of - 


( 8 J 

his Majeſty's colonies, provinces, and plantations, in 
North- ica, or the Weſt-Indies; except only ſuch 
duties as ĩt may be expedient to impoſe for the regulation 
of commerce the net produce of ſuch duties to be always 
paid and applied to and for the uſe of the colony, province, 
or plantation, in which the ſame ſhall be reſpectively le · 

ied, in ſuch manner as other duties collected by the au- 
thority of the reſpective General Courts, or General Aſ- 
ſemblies, of ſuch colonies, provinces, or plantations, are 


60 = ng t n ' 8 

"« dad-be d erbe, ade by the authority. aforeſaid, 
That, ſtom und after the paſſing of this act, ſo much of 
an act, made in the ſeventh year of his preſent Majeſty's 
reign, intituled, An A ſor granting certain duties in the 
Britiſh: colonies and plantations. in America; far allowing a 
drawback: of the duties of euftams upon the exportation from this 
kingdom of coffee and cocoa nuts of the 7 of the ſaid colb- 
mes or plantations; for diſcontinuing t 


tually preventing the ine running of goods inthe ſaid co- 
lonies and plantations; as impoſes a duty on tea imported 
from Great-Britain into any colony or plantation in 


America, or has relation to the ſaid duty, be, and the ſame: 


is hereby\repealed,” . 


« An Aft to enable bis Majifty to appoint . er with 


ſufficient powers to treat, conſult, and agree upon the means 


of quieting the diſorders now ſubjifting in certain of the c- 


es, plantations, and provinces of North-America. 
N Fel the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers 


| jealouſies and miſapprehenſions of dan to 
their liberties and legal rights, which have miſled many 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects in the colonies, provinces, and 
8 of New- Hampſhire, chuſetts-Bay, 
chode-Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, 
Pennſylvania, the Three Lower Counties on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolin 

and Georgia,; and for a full manifeſtation of the juſt 1 
gracious purpoſes of his Majeſty, and his Parliament, to 
maintain' and ſecure all his 1 in a clear and perfect 


enjoyment 


drawbacks payable on 
China earthen ware exported to America; 3 more effec= © 
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= unto belonging; and of and concerning any other regu- | 


8 J 


enjoyment of ſuch liberties and rights ; be it enacted by the 
King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the authority of the ſame, that it ſhall and may be lawful 
for his mag time to time, by letters patent un- 
der the great ſeal of Great=Britain, to authoriſe and im- 
power hve able and ſufficient perſons, or any thtee of 
them, to treat, conſult, and agree with ſuch body or bo- 
dies political and corporate, or with ſuch aſſembly or 
aſſemblies of men, or with any perſon or perſons What- 


ſoever, of and concerning any grievances, or complaints 


of grievances, exiſting, or ſuppoſed to exiſt, in the g- 
vernment of any of the ſai colonies, provinces, or plan- 
tations reſpectively, or in the laws and ſtatutes of this 
realm reſpecting the ſame; and of or concerning any aid 
or contribution to be furniſhed by all or any of the ſaid 
— provinces, or plantations reſpectively, for the 
common defence of this realm, and the dominions there- 


lations, proviſions, matters, and things, nedeſſary or 
convenient for the honor of his Majeſty, and his Par- 
liament, and for the common good of all his ſubjects, I 


Provided alſo, and be it further enafted and \ declared, 
That no regulation, proviſion, matter, or thing, ſo pro- 
poſed, treated, conſulted, or „all have any other 
force or effect, or be carried further into execution, than 
is herein after mentioned and provided, until the ſame 


ſhall have been confirmed by Parliament. 


4 Provided alſo, and be it 1 by the authority 
oreſaid, That in order to facilitate the good purpoſes of 
is at, his Majetty may lawfully enable the faid com- 

miſſioners, or any three of them, from time to time, to 

order and proclaim a ceſſation of hoſtilities, on the part 
of his Majeſty's forces, by ſea or land, for any time, and 
under any conditions or reſtrictions; and ſuch order and 
proclamation to revoke and annul in the ſame manner and 


vey 
„ ” 
FM 
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cc un be 1 enactad, That it ſhall and may be 


lawful for his Majeſty, by ſuch letters patent as aforeſaid, 
to authoriſe and impower the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any 
three of them, by proclamation under their reſpective 
hands and ſeals, from time to time, to ſuſpend the ope- 
ration and effect of a certain at of Parliament, made 
and paſſed in the ſixteenth year of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, for prohibiting all trade and intercourſe with 
certain - colonies and plantations therein named, and for 
the other purpoſes therein alſo mentioned, or any of the 
proviſions ar reſtrictions therein contained; ſpecifying in 


ſuch praclamation at what times and places reſpectively, 


and with what exceptions and reſtrictions, and under 
what paſſes and clearances, in lieu of thoſe heretofore di- 
reed by any act or acts of Parliament for regulating the 
trade of the colonies or plantations, the ſaid ſuſpenſion 
ſhall take effect; and the ſaid ſuſpenſion and proclamation, 
in the ſame manner and form, to annul and revoke, = 


« Hud be it further enatted by the authority aforeſaid, © 


That it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty, by ſuch 
letters patent as aforeſaid, to authoriſe and impawer the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three of them, to ſuſpend in 
any places, and for any times during the continuance of 


this act, the operation and effect of any act or acts of Par- 


liament which have paſſed ſince the tenth day of Fe- 
bruary, One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- three, and 
which relate to any'of his Majeſty's ſaid colonies, pro- 
vinces, or plantations, in North-America, ſo far as the 
ſame does relate to them; or the operation and effect of 
any clauſe, or any proviſion or matter therein contained, 
ſo far as ſuch clauſes, proviſions or matters relate to any 
of the ſaid colonies, provinces, or plantations. 


Aud it is hereby enacted by the authority 42 That 
it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty, by tuch letters 
patent as aforeſaid, to authoriſe — impower the faid 
Commiſſioners, or any three of them, and they are hereby 
authoriſed and impowered, to grant a pardon or pardons 
to any number or deſcription of perſons within the ſaid 
colonies, provinces, or plantations, 
33 L 2 


*> 


« AND, 
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* As, that no let or hindrance may happen from the 
vacancy of the office of governor and commander in chief 
in any of the ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations re- 
ſpectively, or from the abſence of ſuch officer from his 
A t. Be is further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
hat it ſhall-ahd'may be lawful for his Majeſty, by ſuch 
letters patent as afoxeſaid, to authoriſe and impower the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or any thzee of them, in any of the 
ſaid colonies, provinces ogg plantations reſpectively, 
wherein his Majeſty hath uſual i Heretofore nominated and 
appointed a governor, to nitlginate and appoint, from 
Tf: time to time, by any inftrumggFunder their hands and 
. ſeals, a proper perſon to be the governor and commander 
= in chief in and for any ſuch colony, province, or planta- 
tion: ta have, hold, and exerciſe the ſaid office of go- 

: vernox and commander in chief in and for ſuch colony 
or plantation reſpectively, with all ſuch powers and au- 

thorities as any governor of ſuch province horetofore a 

pointed by his Majeſty might or could have exerciſed, in 
as full and ample manner and form as if Tuch governor 
and commander in chief had been nominated and ap- 
pointed by his Majeſty's letters. patent or commiſſion; 

and for that purpoſe, if need be, to revoke, annul, and 
make void, any commiſſion or letters patent heretofore 
2 for appointing any ſuch governor and commander 

in chief. ' * . / ad 
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% Aud be it further enacted, That this act ſhall con- 
tinue to be in force until the firſt day of June, Ono 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- nine“ 5 


Jo which the following anſwers were returned: 


X York-Town, June 6, 1778. 
Mx Lo p, wh | 

$6 I HAVE had the honor of laying your Lord- 
| ſhip's letter of the 27th of May, with the acts of 
the Britiſh Parliament incloſed, before-Congreſs ; and I 
am inſtructed to acquaint your Lordſhip, that they have 
already expreſſed their ſentiments upon bills, not eſſen- 
tially different from thoſe acts, in a-publication of the 22d 
of April laſt, 8 c | 


4 „ 7 
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_. & Your Lordſhip may be allure, that when the King 
of Great-Britain ſhall be ſeriouſly diſpoſed to put an e 
to the unprovoked and cruel war waged againſt 
United States, Congreſs will readily attend to ſuch terms 
of peace as may conſiſt with the honor of independent 
nations, the intereſt of their — and the ſacred 
regard they mean to pay to treaties, 'I am, Lord, 
with all due aun Fre * | 


Your Lordſhig's moſt obedient ſervant, 
Lord Howe. i HENRY LAURENHsS, 


„Pen Corr. 


* 41 | Yark-Tqwn, 6, 1778. 
SIR, PI June 6, 177 


« T HAVE had the honor of laying your letter of 


the zd inſtant, with the acts of the Britiſh Par- 
liament which came incloſed, before Congreſs ; and I am * 


inſtructed to acquaint you, Sir, that they have already ex- 
preſſed their ſentiments upon dills, not eſſentially dif- 
pp a: in 2 publication of the 24 of Agel 


© Bs aſſured, Sir, when the King of Great-Britain 
ſhall be ſeriouſly diſpoſed to put an end to the unprovoked 
and cruel war wage: ages theſe United States, Con- 
greſs will readily to ſuch terms of peace as may 
conſiſt with the honor of independent nations, the in- 
tereſt of their conſtituents, and the ſacred regard they mean 
to pay to treaties. I have the honor to be, Sir, 


. . 
* 
Q 


Your mofl obedient, and 
e 
N 3 LAURENS, 


d Henry Clinton, K. B. Philad. 
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O the 1th of June a letter of . was received 
from Lord Carliſle, William Eden, and George John - 
ſtone, eſquires, with copies of the three acts above men- 
tioned, and of à commiſſion from the King of Great- 
Britain to the Earl of Carliſle, Lord Viſcount Howe, 
Sir William Howe, or in his abſence Sir Henry Clinton, 
William Eden, and; George , Johnſtoge ; the letter was 


as follows ; c 
„ GENILAMEN SMES weil 


< WII H an earneſt deſire to ſtop the further ef- 
fuſion of blood and the calamities of war, we 


+ 4 IS 


communicate to you, with the leaſt poſſible delay after 


our arrival in this city, a copy of the commiſſion with 
which his Majeſty is pleaſed to honor us, as alſo; the acts 
of Parliament on which it is founded, And, at the ſame 
time that we aſſure you of our moſt earneſt deſire to re- 


Frſtabliſm, on the baſis of equal freedom and. mutual ſafety, 
J the tranquillity of this once happy empire, you will ob- 


ſerve that we are veſted with powers equal to the purpoſe, 
and ſuch as are even unprecedented in the annals of our 


« In the preſent ſtate of our affairs, though fraught 
with ſubjects of mutual regret, all parties may draw ſome 
degree of conſolation, and even auſpicious hope, from 
the recollection that cordial reconciliation and affection 
have, in our own and other empires, ſucceeded to con- 
tentions and temporary diviſions not leſs violent than 
thoſe we now experience. | e en 


« WE wiſh not to recall ſubjects which are now no 
longer in controverſy, and will reſerve to a proper timo 
of Sifcuſkon, both the hopes of murual benefit,. and the 
conſideration of. evils, 'that may naturally contribute to. 
determine your reſolutions, as well as our own, on this. 
important occaſion. 


. 


« THE acts of Parliament which we tranſmit to you 
having paſſed with ſingular unanimity, will ſufficiently 
evince the diſpoſition of Great-Britain, and ſhew that the 

2 - terms. - 


1 7 J 
terms of t in contemplation with his „1 50 
and with Parliament are ſuch as come up to every w 

that North-America, either in the hour of temperate 

deliberation or of the utmoſt e of AR to 

liberty e er nxt 8 2 
« } Mont effe&tually todemonſtrat our Wood NOT”) 

we think proper to declare, even in this our firſt commu- 

nication; that we are diſpoſed to concur in every ſatisfac- 


tory and juſt A Oe. $row * N 6 nth 
other en. 


9 4 if 


4 0 conſent to eke of holes, both by fa 
e my 


4 o * free 3 to vive EY ec 
don; and renew the common benefits of naturalization, 
through the ſeveral parts of this empire. 4 5 8 


„ To extend every freedom to trade wo He 
tive intereſts can require. e 


= To agree that no mi forces ſhall be An 
the different ſtates of r r con- 


ſent of the n Congred or particular Aſſemblies. 


„ To concur in meaſures calculated to diſcharge the 


debts of America, and to raiſe the credit and value of the 
Paper « circulation. 


To perpetuate our union by a | rwciferocal PROT 
of an agent or agents from the different States, who 
ſhall have the privilege of a ſeat and voice in the Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain ; or, if ſent from Britain, in that 
caſe to have a ſeat and voice in the Aﬀemblies of the dif- 
ferent States to which they may be deputed reſpectively, 
in order to attend the ſeveral intereſts of A | 
they are deputed. * 

1 Ar ſhort, weſtablih the we 500 the! eie I le. 
giſlatures i in each particular State, to ſettle its revenue, 
Its 1 and military eſtabliſhment, and to exerciſe ot 

| fl 


1 8 1 
fect freedom of legiſlation and internal ment, ſo 
that the Britiſh States throughout North- ica, acting 
with us in peace and war under one common ſovereign, 
may have the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege, 
that is ſhort of a total ſeparation of intereſts, or conſiſtent 
with that union of force, on which the ſafety of our com- 


N 


mon religion and liberty depends. 


5 | 171 r 0} 129019 21143 . 
VI our anxiety for, preſery ing choſe ſacred and eſſen · 
tial intereſts, we cannot help taking notice of the inſi- 
dious interpoſition of a power, Which has, from the firſt 
ſettlement of theſe colonies, been actuated with enmity 
to us both. And / notwithſtanding; the pretended date or 
pon form of the French offers to North-Amexica, yet 

t is notorious that theſe were made in conſequence of the 
plans of accommodation previouſly concerted in Great- 
ritain, and with a view to prevent our reconciliationg 


and to prolong this deſtructive war. 


gur ve truſt that the inhabitants of North-America, 
connected with us by the neareſt ties of conſanguinity, 
ſpeaking the ſame language, intereſted in the preſervation 
of ſimilar inſtitutions, remembering the former happy in- 
tercourſe of good offices, and forgetting recent animo- 
ſities, will ſhrink from the thought of becoming an ac- 
ceſſion of force to our late mutual enemy, and will prefer 
a firm, a free and perpetual coalition with the parent 
ſtate, to an inſincere and unnatural foreign alliance. 


« Tris diſpatch will be delivered to you by Doctot 
Ferguſon, the Secretary to his Majeſty's Commiſion. 
And for further explanation and diſcuſſion of every ſub- 
je of difference, we deſire to meet with you, either col - 

ively or by deputation, at New-York, Philadelphia, 
York-Town, or ſuch other place as you may propoſe, 
We think it right, however to apprize you, that his Ma- 
jeſty's inſtructions, as well as our own deſire to remove 
from the immediate ſeat of war, in the active operations 
of which we cannot take any part, may induce us ſpeedi- 
ly to remove to New-York : But Commander in 
Chief of his Majeſty's land forces, who is joined with us 
in this commiſſion, will, if it ſhould become eligible, either 


concur 


1 
toncur with us in a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, or will fur - 
* niſh all neceſſary 1 aud ſafe conduct to facilitate 
our meeting, and we ſhall of courſe expect the ſame 
of you. : 5 | by 2 a N 
„ Tp, after the time that may be neceſſary. to con- 
ſider this communication and tranſmit your anſwer, the 
horrors and devaſtations of war ſhould continue, we call 
God and the world to witneſs, that the evils which muſt 
follow, are not to be imputed to Great-Britain : And we . oF 
cannot, without the moſt real ſorrow, anticipate the 
1 N of calamities, which we feel the moſt ardent des 1 
to prevent. We are, with perfect reſpect, 7 


GENTLEMEN, 
| Your moft obedient and neſ humble ſervantly, _ : 
| . nr, 5 5 
Philadelphia, Wu. EDEN, Eh | | 
gth June, 1778. GO. JonunsTONE.” N 
75 his Excellecy HENRY: LAURENS, the Preſident, 
aud other the Members of Congreſs, . N 
GENTLEMEN, - bes” | N 
10 2 diſpatch incloſed with this was carried this | 1 
morning to the neareſt poſt of General Wa- | 


ſhington's army by Doctor Ferguſon, Secretary to his 

td, Commiſion for tne , &c. ou he not l 
finding a paſſport, has returned to this place; In order to / 
avoid every unneceflary delay, we now again ſend it b y 
the ordinary conveyance of your military poſts. As ſoo ; 
as the paſſport arrives, Doctor Ferguſon ſhall wait upon 

you according to our firſt arrangement. We are, with : 
perfect Na GENTTEMIN, | : 


Your na obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
CARLISLE, 


Philad, June, 1778, Wu. Ep, 5 
__ - Gro, JonxnSs TON.“ 


"-: "Mo * "TR: 
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Tux Commiſſion was as follows + V 


„* GEORG Exthet#hird, by the grace of God, of Greats 
| mes France "ant Ireland, Yo, 555 of the 
anh, , SS | 

« To our right truly and right well-beloved couſm and coun- 
 felloy Frederick Earl of Carlifle, Knight of the maſi antient 
Order of the Thifth ; our right truſty and well-beloved cou- 
Jin and counſellor Richard Lord Vijcount Howe, of our king- 
dom of Ireland; our truſty and well beloved Sir William 
Howe, Knight of the ma honorable Order of the Bath, 
Lieutenant-General of our forces, General and Commander 
in Chief of all and ſingular 1 wh 3 employed, or to be 
employed within our — in North-America, Ying upon 
the Atlantic ocean, from Nova Scotia on the North to H- 
Florida on the South, bath inclaſsve ; William Eden, Eſq; 

... one of our Commiſſioners for trade aid plantations; and 
_ * George TFohn/lone, Eſq; Captain in our royal navy, 


© GREETING: 


* HERE AS, in and by our vommiſſion and 
letters patent, under our great ſeal of Great- 
Britain, bearing date on or about the th day of May, in 
the 16th year of our reign, we did, out of our earneſt de- 
fre to deliver all our ſubjects and every part of the do- 
minions belonging to our crown from the calamities of 
war, and to reſtore them to our protection and 
nominate and appoint our right truſty and well beloved 
couſin and counſellor Richard Lord Viſeount Howe, of our 
kingdom of Ireland, and our truſty and well beloved Wil- 
liam Howe, Eſq; now Sir William Howe, Knight of the 
Bath, Major General of our forces, and General of our 
| forces in North-America only, and each of them, jointly 
and ſeverally, to be our Commiſſioner and Commiſſioners in 
that behalf, to ſo perform and execute all the powers and 
authorities in and by the ſaid commiſſion and letters pa- 
tent entruſted and committed to them, and each of them, 


According to the tenor of ſuch letters patent, and of ſuch 


further inſtructions as they ſhould from time to time re- 

ceive under our ſignet or ſign manual, to have, hold, exe- 

cute and enjoy the ſaid office and place, offices and 

places, of our Commiſſioner and Commiſſioners, as therein 

wentioned, with all rights, members and es rg 
| | aer 


t * 1 

chereunto belonging, together with all and ſingular the 
powers and authorities thereby granted unto , the 
faid Lord Viſcount Howe and General William Howe, 
and each of them, for and during our will and pleaſure 
and no longer, in ſuch manner and form, as in and by 
dur ſaid recited commiſſion and letters patent, relation 
being thereunto had, may, among divers other things 
therein contained, more fully and at large appear. And 
whereas, for the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers jea- 
louſies and apprehenſions of danger to their liberties and 
rights, which have alarmed many of our ſubjects in the 
* inces and plantations of New-Hampſhire, 
Maſſachulbtts-Ba „ Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New- 
Vork, New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, with the three Lower 
Counties on Delaware, land, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, ' South-Carolina, — Georgia, and for a fuller 
manifeſtation of our juſt and gracious purpoſes and thoſe 
of our Parliament, to maintain and ſecure all our ſubjeQs” 
in the clear and perfect enjoyment of their liberties and 
rights, it is, in and by a certain act made and paſſed in 
this preſent ſeſſions of Parliament, intituled, An Act to 

wall his Majeſty to appoint Commitlioners, with ſuffi- 
cient powers to treat, conſult and agree upon the means 
of quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain of the 
colonies, plantations and provinces of North-America,” 
among other things enacted, that it ſhall and may be law- 
ful for his Majeſty, from time to time, by letters patent un- 
der the great ſeal of Great · Britain, to authoriſe and empower 
ive able and ſufficient perſons, or any three of them, to 
do and perform ſuch acts and things, and to uſe and ex- 
ecute ſuch authorities and powers as in the ſaid a& are for 
that purpoſe mentioned, provided and created. And 
whereas we are earneſtly deſirous to carry into full and 
perfect execution the ſeveral juſt and gracious purpoſes 
abovementioned ; Now know ye, That we have revoked 
-and determined, and by theſe preſents do revoke and de- 
termine our ſaid recited commiſſion and letters patent, and 
all and every power, authority, clauſe, article and thing 
therein contained. And further know ye, That we, re- 
poſing eſpecial truſt and confidence. in wiſdom; lo-, 
— diligence and cireumſpection in the ao of 

affairs ta bo hereby committed to your charge, have 
aint M2 nominated 
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nominated and appointed, conſtituted and — and 
by theſe preſents we do nominate, appoint, itute and 
Ig you, the ſaid-Frederick Earl of Carlifle, Richard 
Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe, William Eden, and 
George Johnſtone, or any three of you, to be our Com- 
miſſioners in that Hehalf, to uſe and exerciſe all and ey 

the powers and authorities hereby entruſted and committed 
to you, the ſaid Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſ- 

count Howe, Sir William Howe, William Eden, George 
Johnſtane, or any three of u, and to ſo perform and 
execute all other matters and things hereby enjoined and 
committed to your care, during auf will and pleaſure, and 
no longer, according to the tenor of theſe our letters pa- 
tent, and of ſuch further inſtructions as you ſhall from 
time to time receive under our ſignet or 490 manual. And 
it is our royal will and pleaſure, and we do hereby autho- 
riſe, empower and require you, the ſaid Frederick Earl 


* 
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of Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe, 
William Eden, George Johnſtone, or any three of you, 


X to treat conſult and agree with ſuch body ot bodies po- 
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litic and corporate, or with ſuch afſembly-as aſſemblies of 
men, or with ſuch perſon or perſons a8 you; the ſaid 


Frederick Earl of Carlifle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, William Eden, George ' Johnſtone, or 
any three of you, ſhall think meet and ſufficient for that 
purpoſe, of and concerning any grievances, or complaints 
of grievances, exiſting, or ſuppoſed to exiſt, in the go- 
vernment of any of the colonies, provinces.or plantations 
above mentioned reſpectively, or in the laws and ftatutes 
of this realm, reſpecting them or any of them, or of and 


concerning any aids or contributions to be furniſhed by 
any of the ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations re- 


ſpectively, for the common defence of this realm, and the 
dominions thereunto belonging ; and of and concerning 
any other regulations, proviſions, matters and things, ne- 
ce or convenient for the honor of us and our Parlia- 
ment, and for the common good of all our ſubjects. And 


it is our further will and pleaſure, That every regulation, 
= "proviſion, matter or thing, which ſhall have been _ 


upon between you, the faid Erederick Earl of Carliſle, . 
Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe, William 
Eden, George Johnſtone, or any three of you, nd ſuch 
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perſons or bodies politic as aforeſaid, whom you or an 

three of you ſhall have judged meet and ſufficient to enter 
into ſuch agreement, ſhall be fully and diſtinctly ſet forth 
in writing, and authenticated by the hands and ſeals of 
you, or any three of you, on one ſide and by ſuch ſeals 
and other ſignature on the other, as the oi n may re- 
quite, and as may be ſuitable to the character and autho- 
rity of the body politic, or other perſon ſo agreeing; and 
ſuch inſtruments ſo authenticated ſhall be by you, or any 
three of you, tranſmitted to one of our principal Secreta- 
ries of State, in -order to be laid before our Parliament, 
for the further and more perfect ratification thereof; and 
until ſuch ratification, no ſuch regulation, proviſion, 
matter or thing, ſhall have any other force or effect, or 
be carried further into execution than is hereafter men- 
_ tioned, - And we do hereby further authoriſe and empow- 
er you, the ſaid Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſ- 


count Howe, Sir William Howe, William Eden, and ".. 
George Johnſtone, or any three of you, from time to- 
time, as you, or any three of you, ſhall judge convenient, 


to order and proclaim a ceſſation of hoſtilities on the part 
of our forces by fea or land, for ſuch time and under ſuch 
conditions, reſtrictions or other eder. as in your 

diſcretions ſhall be thought requiſite, and ſuch order and 
proclamation to revoke and annul in the fame manner and 
form. And it is our further will and pleaſure, and we 
do hereby require and command all our officers. and mi- 
niſters; civil and military, and all other our loving ſub- 
jects whatſoever, to obſerve and obey all ſuch — 
tions reſpectively. And we do hereby, in further pur- 
ſuance of the ſaid act of Parliament, and of the proviſions 


therein contained, authoriſe and empower you, the ſaid 


Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, W. Eden, and George ' Johnſtone, or 
any three of you, by proclamation under your reſpective 
hands and ſeals, from time to time, as you ſhall ſee con- 
venient to ſuſpend the operation and effect of a certain act 
of Parliament, made and paſſed in the 16th year of our 
reign, for prohibiting all trade and . cer- 


tain colonies and plantations therein named, and for the 


other purpoſes therein alſo mentioned, or any of the pro- 


-' 


vifions or reſtrictions therein contained, and Tech a 
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ſpecify at what: time and places reſpectively, and 
what exceptions and reſtrictions, and necks Tod —— 
and clearances, in ljeu of thoſe heretofore directed by any 
act or acts of Parliament for regulating the trade of the 
colonies and plantations, the ſaid ſuſpenſion ſhall take ef- 
fect, and the ſaid ſuſpenſion and proclamation in the fame 
manner and form to annul and reyoke. And we do here- 
by further authoriſe and empower you, the ſaid Frede- 
rick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir Wil- 
lian Howe, William Eden, and George Johnſtone, or 
any three of you, from time to time, as you ſhall judge 
convenient, to ſuſpend in any places, and for any time 
during the continuance of the ſaid firſt recited the 
operation and effect of any act or acts of Parliament, which 
have paſſed ſince the 1oth day of February, 1963, and 
which relate to any of our colonies, provinces or plan- 
tations above-mentioned in North-America, fo far as the 
ſiame relate to them, or any of them, or the operation 
and effect of any clauſe, or any proviſion & other matter 
in ſuch acts contained, fo far as ſuch clauſes, proviſions 
or matters relate to any of the ſaid colonies, provinces or 
plantations, And we do hereby further authoriſe and em- 
wer you, the ſaid Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard 
iſcount Howe, $ir William Howe, William Eden, 
and George Johnſtone, or any three of you, to grant a 
pardon or pardons to any number or deſcription of perſons 
within the ſaid colonies, provinces or plantations. And 
we do hereby further authoriſe and empower you, the ſaid 
Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, William Eden, and George Johnitone, 
or any three of you, in any of our colonies, provinces or 
lantations aforckuia.reſpedtively, wherein we have uſually 
heretofore nominated and appointed a Governor, to no- 
minate and appoint, from time to time, by any inſtru- 
ment under your hands and feals, or the hands and ſeals 
af any three of you, a proper perſon, to be the Gover- 
nor and Commander in Chief in and for ſuch colony, 
province or plantation reſpectively, to have, hold and 
© Exerciſe the faid office of Governor and Commander in 
Chief, in and for ſuch colony, province or plantation re- 
ſpectively, with all ſuch powers and authorities as any 
Hons of ſuch province, heretofore appointed * 
N mig 


"ws 


tos 1 
might or could have exerciſed, in as full and ample man- 
ner and form as if ſuch Governor and Commander in 
Chief had been nominated and 22 by our letters 
patent or commiſſion; and for that purpoſe, if need be, 
to revoke, annul and make void any commiſſion or letters 
patent heretofore granted, for appointing any ſuch Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief. Whereas, by certain 
letters patent under our ſeal, bearing date on the 29th 
day of April, in the 16th year of our reign, we have con- 
ſtituted and appointed you, the faid Sir William Howe, 
to be General and Commander in Chief of all and fingu- 
lar our forces employed, or to be employed, within our 
colonies in North-America, lying upon the Atlanticocean, | 
from Nova-Scotia on the north, to Weſt- Florida on the 2 
ſouth, both incluſive, to have, hold, exerciſe and enj 2 
the ſaid office non our will and pleaſure; and in caſe, 
you, the faid Sir Willam Howe, ſhould, by death or ang, 
other manner, be diſabled from exerciſing the ſaid command, 
it was our will and pleafure, therein expreſſed, that bs 
ſame, with all authorities, rights and privileges, ng 
tained in that our ſaid commiſſion, ſhould devolve on 
fon officer, bearing our commiſſion, as ſhould be next 
1 rank to you, ſaid Sir William Howe, And 
whereas our truſty and well-beloved Sir Henry Clinton, 
Knight of the moſt honorable Order of the Bath, Lieu- 
tenant General of our forces, and General of our forces 
in our army in America only, now actually bears our 
commiſſion, and is next in rank to you, the ſaid Sir 
William Howe: Know it is our further will and pleaſure, 
and we do hereby ardain and appoint, that whenever the 
faid command in the ſaid letters patent mentioned ſhall, in 
purſuance thereof, devolve upon the ſaid Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, all and every the powers and authorities hereby en- 
truſted and committed to you, the ſaid Sir William Howe, 
ſhall forthwith ceaſe and determine, and the ſaid powers 
and authorities, and every of them, ſhall from thence- > 
forth be entruſted and committed, and are hereby entruſted 
and committed to the ſaid Sir Henry Clinton, to uſe ane 
exerciſe the ſame powers and authorities, and to perform and 
execute all other the matters and things as aforeſaid, in as 
full and ample extent and form, no other, as you, 
the ſaid Sir William Howe, are * 
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and exerelſe, do, perform and execiits the fame. And 
we do hereby requie and command all the officers, civil 


and military, and {gather our loving ſubjects whatſoever, 
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to be aiding and" affifting unto you, the faid Frederick 
Earl of Carliſle, * Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir William 
Howe, William Eden, and George Johnſtone, in the 
exccution of this our commiſſion, 'and of the powers a 
authorities herein contained. Pxovided always, and we 
do hereby declare and ordain, mat the ſeveral offices, 
powers and authorities hereby granted ſhall ceaſe, deter- 
mine and become utterly null and void on the iſt day of 
June, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord 1779, al- 
though we ſhall not — in the mean time have re- 
voked and determined the fame; In Witneſs whereof, we 
have cauſed theſe our letters to be made patent. Witneſs 
ourſelf, at Weſtminſter, the 13th day April, in the 18th 
year of our reign. | "NS 
& By the KING himſelf.” 18 e 
eee 


ADAM FERGUSON, Secretary... „ 


To this letter the following anſwer was unanimouſly 


- given upon the 17th of June: 


& T7 their Excellencies the Right Honorable the Earl of C A R- 
LISLE, WILLIAM -EDEN, E@ GEORGE 
JOHNSTONE, Eſq; Commiſſiners from his Bri- 


T Have received the letter from you Excellencies of 
1 the gth inſtant, with the encloſures, and laid them 
before Congreſs, Nothing but an earneſt deſire to ſpare 
the farther effuſion of human blood could have induced 
them to read a paper, containing expreffions fo diſte- 
ſpectful to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, the good and great 
ally of theſe States; or to confider propoſitions fo deroga- 


©, - tory to the honor of an independent nation. 


« TE adds of the Britiſh Parliament, the commiſſion 
from your ſovereign, and your letter, ſuppoſe the Gerte 
of theſe States to be ſubjects of the crown —# Treats 

3 * tun n Ke Wii 153% ain, 
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Britain, and are founded on the idea of dependence, which 
is utterly inadmi N | Hae des 


« I am further Girofien to inſom your 1 
that Congreſs are inclined to peace, hotwithſtanding the 
unjuſt claims from which this war originated, — the 
ſavage manner in which it hath been conducted. They 
will therefore be ready to enter upon the conſideration of 
a treaty of peace commerce, not inconſiſtent with 
treaties already ſubſiſting, when the King of Great- 
Britain ſhall .demonſtrate- a- fincere diſpoſition for that 

urpoſe. The only ſolid proof of this diſpoſition will 
— an explicit acknowledgment of the independence of 
theſe States, or the withdrawing his fleets and armies. 


I uv the honor to be 
| Your Excellencies moſt obedient and humble ſervants 3 
Signed, h order of the unanimaus ie Cie 
lex LavrENs, Prefident. 2 
vrt. Tun, Jun- 17, 4778.” | | 5 
On aides ie is. to. be e that 6 Gactih- 


ſtance had intervened between the reſolutions of the 22d 
of April and the receipt of the letter from the Commiſ- 0 | 
ſioners. This was the arrival of the copies of treaties en- N 
tered into with his Moſt Chriſtian Wielt „which was N 


the firſt intelligence which had been received from E : 
in the ſpace of a year. The reſolutions of the Houſe there- | 
fore on the 22d of April were founded ſimply on the firm 
determination under no change of fortune w to re- 
cede from the declaration of independence in July 1776, | 
and for this reaſon, as a preliminary to any „ It was ö 
required that Great- Britain ſhould either acknowledge our 
9 — or withdraw her fleets and armies, becauſe i 
upon no other principle could America be faid to poſſeſs 
— degree a quarey and freedom Wer is 5 7 75 by 
the validity of national compacts. treaty with France 
being out of the queſtion, had. theſe preliminaries been 
* eee 


© 
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we certainly were by inclination and the principles of 
humanity, to enter upon a conference for the purpoſe of 
ſheathing the ſword;of. civil war. But ſince by that treaty | 
the United States could not upon a certain epntingency 
make either peace or truce without the conſent of her ally, 
it became neceflary to provide that any treaties to be made 
Mould not be inc t with treaties already ſub- 


As to the conditions 6r terms offered by the Commif- 
ſioners it muft be obſerved, that the firſt is to extend 
every freedom to trade that our reſpective intereſts can 
< require.” A propoſition which, from the very nature of 

things, is impracticable, or if practicable, is on their part 
a reaſon why reconciliation is unneceſſary; for certainly if 
theſe intereſts are compatible,they may be - by treaty, 
nay they would regulate uals would con- 
lt their private intereſts, and national intereſt is nothing 
more than the aggregate of the particular advantages reſult- 
ing to the ſubjects of a ſtate from their private induſtry and 
5 8 But the intereſt of America requires that ſhe 
© _ ſhould trade freely to every part of the earth, while on the 
* other hand it is the intereſt of Great- Britain to conſine our 
| commerce to the ports of her own iſland. Nothing then could 
de more infidious than this offer; for the independence of 
America being given up, the Britiſh parliament muſt ne- 
ceflarily have become ſupreme, at leaſt in matters which 
were heretofore conſidered as external to America. Of con- 
ſequence they alone would have been judges of our re- 
ſpective intereſts, and in cafes where theſe were oppoſed, 

we may eafily determine their judgment. be 


THe next offer is, that * no military force ſhould be 

kept up in America without the conſent of Congreſs or 

the particular Aſſemblies.“ To which every objection 

lies: For, 1ſt. ſuppofing them to abide literally by ſuch 

(> agreement, we lay open to all the arts of ſeduction, which 
long and ſucceſsful} practice could teach them to make ufe 
of againſt both the one and the other. 2dly. On any oc- 
caſion, which either the exiſtence or apprehenſion of a 
foreign war might give riſe to, this conſent would na- 

turally flow from a regard to immediate ſafety, and be aſ- 
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terwards uſed for our certain deſtruction. But, 3dly. on 
this, as well as every other propoſition, they either did or 


could make, it is to be obſerved that in the firſt inſtance 


the parliament might diſſent immediateh and take an op- 
tunity to cruſh all 8 while we were at once 
Marne at home and 


ſo honeſt as not to make the attempt, any future parlia- 
ment would be in legal capacity to diſannul an agreement 
whole validity was deriyed from the former ſanction of the 
ſame, legiſlature ; ſo that during all the ble eyents, 
which time might give birth to, we ſhould have been ex- 
poſed to their attempts, whilit laboring under a weight of 
debt, and fore from the wounds of our obſtinate conteſt, 


Tag third offer is, © to concur in meaſures calculated 
6 to diſcharge the debts of America, and to raife the cre- 


« dit and value of the paper circulation.” On which it is? 
to be obſerved, that as our debt conſiſted of this paper cir- 
culation, ſo any meaſures to diſcharge it, that is to fink a 
part, muſt raiſe-the value of the remainder. Now for this 


purpoſe taxation was alone neceſſary, and indeed the on 

ſtep which either they or we could take for that wo: 
Their generous offer therefore was nothing mare than ta 
concur in taxing us to pay our own debts. In return for 
this, howeyer, we were to be united with them, and con- 
ſequently become ſecurity for payment of their debts, 


which are enormous. The following ſhort calculation is 


worthy of attention: 120,000,090 of dollars, at ſeven 
ſhillings and ſix-pence per dollar, is £45,900,000, and 
exchange being at 1000 per cent, which 1s the preſent 
rate, this ſum 1s worth £4509,000 ſterling only. But at 
all events the preſent debt of America ought not to be 
eſtimated at above {10,800,000 ſterling, . '* + 


Turrx offer then ſtands thus, if you will ſtand ſecurity 
for and eventually pay your part of £150,000,000 ſterling 


which we owe, we will conſent to your taxing yourſelveg, - . . 


to pay {10,000,000 ſterling, which you owe. To com- 


ment on an offer of this kind would he abſurd. 


|. Tan faurth.offer is, * to perpetuate our union by a, re. 


iſgraced for our perfidy abroad. 
And, Athly. Should the moment be ſo unfavorable, or they 
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niſterial agents, artſul, plauſible and wicked, to influence 


fered to the common ſenſe of mankind. Had the propoſal, 
7 oat Afr oPonty#o Boy - wierwotons 


royal ee would have ſtood thus: A legiſlature 
conſiſtin 
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4 ſpective legiſlatures in each particular ſtate, to ſettle its 


America, acting with us in peace and war under one 
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& ciprocal deputation of an agent or agents from the dif- 
e ferent ſtates, who ſhall have the privilege of a ſeat and 
* voice in the parliament of Great-Britain, or if ſent 
5 from Britain, in at caſe to have a ſeat and voice in 
<« the aſſemblies af the different ſtates, to which Soy ey 
<< be deputed feſpectively, in order to attend to the ſeveral 
<< intereſts of thoſe by whom they are deputed.” Or, in 
other words, to perpetuate our ſlavery, by taking from us, 
on the one hand, the objection againſt their tyrannous acts, 
that we were not repreſented in dhe legiſlature which paſſed 
them, though in fact ſuch repreſentation would be merely 
illuſory and ineffectual. And on the other, by ſeridiong mi“ 


the debates of our legiſlatures, and give a voice among the 
immediate repreſentatives of the people on matters even of 
the moſt internal nature. No greater inſult was ever of- 


zmmencement of the conteſt, it was fufficjent in itſelf to 
have rouſed us to arms. If accepted and executed, in all 
the ſtates it muſt have been pernicious, but in thoſe called 


g of three branches, Iſt. A governor*appointed by 
the king during pleaſure. 7 6 A council appointed by 
the king during pleaſure. $0 y. An . partly ap- 
ba ae by the Fi and partly by the people, but all hold- 
ng their ſeats during the king's pleaſure=-The laws paſſed 
by this legiſlature to be of no validity without the king's 
conſent--A repreſentative to be appointed by this legiſſa- 
ture, to fit in a houſe of commons, conſiſting of more 
than five hundred members, and thereby to validate' any 
law, which they might paſs to bind people of that 
ſtate, If this be compared with © the freedom they ow to 
extend to trade,” ſome faint idea may be of the 


Tut laſt offer is, © to eftabliſh the power of the re- 


revenue, its civil and military eſtabliſhment, and to 
« exerciſe a perfect freedom of legiſlation and internal go- 
„ vernment, ſo that the Britiſh ' no throughout North- 


„ common 
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« common ſovereign, may have the irrevocable enjoyment 
« of every privilege that is ſhort of a total ſeparation of iu: 
*< tereſts, or conſiſtent with that union of force on which 
the ſafety of our common religion and liberty depends. 
The firſt part of this is ridiculous, ſince all the ſtates have 
taken ſome forms of government, the legiſlatures of which 
are obeyed, and conſequently their power eſtabliſhed already: 
the object therefore, taking it in compariſon with what goes 
before, is to overturn, the free legiſlatures already eſta- 
bliſhed, and in their ſtead to inſtitute the baſe and Mlaviſh 
mixture contained in. the third offer. The ſecond part 
ſerves to ſhew more clearly (if poſſible) the inſidious na- 
ture of their commiſſion ; for from this it appears, that 
the object of revenue is by no means given up, nor the 
deſign of keeping a military force in America relinquiſhed, 
'The third part is nugatory, for having before marked out 
the kind of legiſlature to be eſtabliſhed, even the unte- 
ſtrained acts of it would not prove the freedom of the. - 
people, but rather their ſlavery, and yet it is clear that 
0 


wever free they might be to paſs laws, there would hae 


been a ſuperior power in legal capacity to repeal them. 
From all this however they deduce, as a conſequence, that 
ſhould we accede to their propoſitions, we ſhould have 
irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege that is ſhort of a to 
ſeparation of intereſts, or conſiſlent with that union of force, &c. 
But this concluſion by no means follows from the pre- 
miſes ; on the contrary it is evident, that we ſhould enjo 
no one privilege, and have the irrevocable enjoyment K. 
no one thing, unleſs it be ſuppoſed that to repent is to 
enjoy. For the fake of this ſophiſtical ſyſtem however we 
were to covenant, that we would a& with them in peace 
and in war, The conſequence of which would have been, 
that we mult have contracted new debts, to promote their 
intereſted yiews, before we had paid the ſuits expended for 
our own defence, and have laviſhed the beſt' blood of 
America, to gratify the pride, pique, avarice, ambition, 
or revenge of a haughty deſpot, deaf to the prayers of ſup- 


plicative millions, and dead to the feelings of juſtice or hu- 


manity. One fact however they indirectly admit, that their 

fafety depends upon an union of force with us. The neceſ- 

fary conſequence is, that, notwithſtanding their pretended 

luperiority, they muſt not only make peace with us, but 
- 5 9 it 
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it muſt be on our own terms, provided the people of Ame. 
rica are ſenſible of their true intereſts, and the repreſenta- 
tives of America, have patience, firmneſs and diſcernment 
to take proper advantage of their own ſituation and cit- 
cumſtances,- on n 


Tux conciſe anſwer which Congreſs had given to the 
Britiſh Commiſſioners, placed them in a very diſagreeable 
fituation, and therefore it became neceſſary for them to 
make ſome efforts to get out of it. For this e they 
5 ſent a letter, dated at New-York, the 11th of July, 1778, 
"IS which was received and read in Congreſs the 18th, in the 
5 following words: 1 | | 


GENTLEMEN, 


* W E received ſoon after our arrival at this place, 
8 your anſwer to our letter of the 10th of June, 
and are ſorry to find on your part any difficulties raiſed 
which muſt prolong the calamities of the preſent war. 


«© You propoſe to us as matter of choice one or other of 
two alternatives, which you ſtate as preliminaries neceſſa- 
ry even to the beginning of a negociation for peace to this 
empire. | e 8 


« O is an explicit acknowledgment of the Indepen- 
dence of theſe States. We are not inclined to diſpute with 
you about the meaning of words: But fo far as you mean 
the entire privilege of the people of North America to diſ- 
poſe of their property, and to govern themſelves without 
any reference to Great-Britain, beyond what is neceſſary 
to preſerve that union of force, in which our mutual ſafety 
and advantage conſiſt : We think, that ſo far, their In- 
dependency is fully acknowledged in the terms of our let- 
ter of the 1oth of June, And we are willing to enter up- 
©, ona fair diſcuſſion with you, of all the circumſtances that 
may be neceflary to-enſure or even to enlarge that Inde- 
pendency. T9 


£2 
j 


Is the other alternative you propoſe, that his Majeſty 
ſhould withdraw his fleets and his armies. | 1 
ST „ ALTHOUGH 
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te ALTHOUGH we have no doubt of his Majeſty's diſ- 
3 to remove every ſubject of uneaſineſs from the co- 
nies, yet there are eircumſtances of precaution againſt 
our ancient enemies, which, joined to the regard that muſt 
be paid to the ſafety of many, who, from affection to 
Great-Britain, have expoſed ſelves to ſuffer in this 
conteſt, and, to whom Great- Britain owes ſupport at 
every expence of blood and treaſure, that will not allow 
us to begin with this meaſure. How ſoon it may 
follow the firſt advances. to > 4974 on your part, will de- 
.on the favourable proſpect you 4 70 of a reconcilia- 

tion with your fellow citizens of this Continent and with 
thoſe in Britain. In the mean time we aſſure you that no 
circumſtance will give us more ſatisfaction, than to find 
that the extent of our future connection is to be deter- 
mined on principles of mere reaſon and the conſiderations 
of mutual intereſt, on which we are willing likewiſe to 


reſt the permanency of any arrangements we may form. 


« In making theſe declarations we do not wait for the 
deciſion of any military events. Having determined our 
judgement by what we believe to be the intereſts of our 
country, we ſhall abide by the declarations we now make 
in every poſſible ſituation of our affairs, 


„ You. refer to treaties already ſubſiſting, but are 
pleaſed to with-hold from us any particular information 
in reſpect to their nature or tendency. 2 | 


„Ir they are in any degree to affect our deliberations, 
we think that you cannot refuſe a full communication of 
the particulars in which they confiſt, both for our conſi- 
deration and that of your own conſtituents, who are to 
judge between us whether any alliance you may have con- 
tracted be a ſufficient reaſon for continuing this unnatural 
war. We likewiſe think ourſelves entitled to a full com- 
munication of the powers by which you conceive your- 


ſelves authoriſed to make treaties with foreign nations. 25 


«© AnD we are led to aſk ſatisfaction on this point, 9. 
cauſe we haye obſerved in your propoſed articles of con- 
federation, No. 6 and 9, it is ſtated that you ſhould have 
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the power of entering into treaties and alliances under cer- 
tain reſtrictions therein ſpecified, yet we do not find pro- 
Mmulgated any act or reſolution of the Afﬀemblies of par- 
ticular States confetting this power on y. | 


As we have communicated our powers to you, we 
mean to proceed without reſerve in this buſineſs; we will 
not ſuppoſe that any objection can ariſe on r part to 
dur communicating to the public ſo —— your correſ- 
pondence as may be neceſſary ti explain our own proceed- 
1 At the Ln time * alſure you, that in all ſuch 
publications, the reſpect which we pay to the great body 
.of people you are ſuppoſed to repreſent, ſhall be evidenced 
by us in every poflible mark of conſideration and regard. 


— — —— 


wy 
— — 
— 


| Wꝛ are with perfect reſpect, 
' 
GENTLEMEN, | 
Four moft obedient and meſf bumble ſervants, 


CARLISLE, 

H. CLIN TOR, 

WM. Ep z, 
Gro. JonuxsToONE.,” 


| gen which the Congreſs came to the following re- 


ſolution: 


„ WHEREAS Congreſs in a letter to the Britiſh 
Commiſſioners of the 17th of June laft, did declare that 
they would be ready to enter upon the conſideration of a 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconſiſtent with trea- 
ties * ſubſiſting, when the King of Great-Britain 
ſhould demonſtrate a ſincere diſpoſition for that purpoſe; 
and that the only folid proof of this diſpoſition would be an 
explicit acknowledgement of the Independence of theſe 
States, or withdrawing his Reets and armies : And whereas, 
neither of theſe alternatives have been complied with, 
„ RESOLVED, That no anſwer be given to the letter 
of the 11th inſtant from the Britiſh 999 5 
HE 


2 * — — 
—— — - {Sa 1% 4a 4Þ. ta * 
0 my 1 


[ws J 


Tur ptopoſal contained in the letter, to enlarge inde- 
pendence, is at the firſt bluſh abſurd :---Any ſtate, the de- 
pendence of which could be leſſened, is of conſequence 
not independent. The offer therefort is a mere jargon of 
words, and calculated, as indeed the whole letter appears, 
for the people, and particularly for thoſe whom they have 
thought proper to call our ellow-citizzn of this conti- 
nent, or, in other words, the traitors who have joined the 
common enemy. But one of their great objects was, if poſ- 
ſible, to draw the Congreſs into ſome kind of treaty or 
correſpondence, in order that they might have where- 
withal to give weight to the calumnies they have _ 
pagated, by declaring to the French court that the Con- 
grels were faithleſs, and indeed had actually bargained for 
the ſubjection of America, the price of which was to be 
paid by theſe Commiſſioners: | 


In conſiſtence with this plan, and, if poſſible, to obtain 
an indirect acknowledgment of their authority, they, on 
the 26th of Auguſt, 1778, made a requiſition of the 
troops of the convention of Saratoga, in the following 
terme:: 


By the Earl f CARLISLE, Sir HENRY CLIN-. 
TON, and WILLIAM EDEN, Ef; three of 
his majeſly's commiſſioners, appointed with ſufficient powers 
to treat, conſult and agree upon the meant of quieting the 
diforders now ſub W in certain of the colonies, plantations 
and provinces of Narth- America, | 


= U PON a repreſentation from the commander in 
chief of his majeſty's forces, that the troops lately 
ſerving under lieutenant-general Burgoyne, ngtwithſtand- 
ing the ſolemn convention entered into at Saratoga, in 
which it is ſtipulated that the ſaid troops ſhould have 
a free paſſage to Great-Britain, are nevertheleſs, under 
various pretences, {till detained in New-England---The® _ 
following remonſtrance againſt the unjuſt detention 
thoſe troops, and requiſition for their immediate releaſe, on 
the condition annexed to the article by which their 
to England is ſtipulated, are now ſolemnly made to the 
American Congreſs : | | 
| „ WHEREAS 
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„ WHEREAS the means that have been deviſed by 
mankind to mitigate the horrors of war, and. to facilitate 
the re-eſtabliſhment+ of peace, depend on the- fajth of car- 
tels, military eapitulations, conventions and treaties enter- 
ed into even during the continuance of hoftilities : From 
whence all nations have agreed to obſerve ſuch conventions, 
as they revere the ſacred obligations of humanity and 
Juſtice, and as they would avoid. the horrid practice of re- 
taliations, which, however juſtly due to the guilty, in ſuch 
caſes but too frequently fall on the innocent. 


* AND whereas upon theſe confiderations all breach of 
faith, even with an enemy, and all attempts to elude-the 
force of military conventions, or to defeat their ſalu 
purpoſes by evaſion or chicane, are juſtly held ir deteſta- 
tion, and deemed unworthy of any deſcription of perſons 


aſſuming the character or ſtating themſelves as the repre- 
ſentatives of nations. 


% AND whereas it was ſtipulated in the ſecond article 
of the convention entered into at Saratoga between lieu- 
tenant-genera] Burgoyne and major-general Gates, That 
<< a free paſſage be granted to the army under lieutenant- 
« general Burgoyne to Great-Britain,' upon condition of 
4 not ſerving again in North-America during the preſent 
« conteſt; and the port of Boſton is affigned for the 
« entry of tranſports, whenever general Howe ſhall fo 


e order: 


« His majeſty's Commiſſioners now founding their 


claim on this article, join with the commander in chief of 


his majeſty's forces in a peremptory requiſition, That free 
entrance into the harbour of Boſton be given to tranſports 
for the immediate embarkation of the ſaid troops; and that 
they be allowed to depart for Great-Britain in terms of 
the ſaid convention. And the ſaid Commiſſioners, in order 


d 6 remove every ſuppoſed difficulty or pretence for delay in 
tte execution of this treaty, ariſing from any paſt, real, 


apparent or ſuppoſed infraction of it, by word or writing 

on the ſide of either party, hereby offer to renew, on the 

part of Great-Britain, all the ſtipulations of the ſaid con- 

vention, and particularly to ratify the condition annexed 

to the ſecond article thereof above recited, by which thoſe 
| | | troops 
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troops are not to ſerve again in Norch- America during the 
preſent conteſt, | 


« Anp this requiſition, dated at New-York, on the 
26th of Auguſt, 1778, is now ſent to the American Con- 
greſs for their direct and explicit anſwer, 


CARLISLE, 
H. CLIN TO, 


WM. EDEN. 


To his excellency HENRY LAukExs, Ei; 
the Kaen and others the members of 
the Congreſs, met at Philadelphia.” 


As theſe gentlemen did not appear with the proper let- 
ters of credence to an independent ſtate, Congreſs could 
not diſcuſs ſuch propoſitions without aries, e ing in- 
directly the authority of the commiſſion: by which they - 
were appointed; and in doing that they muſt have ac- 
knowledged the authority of thoſe acts of parliament on 
which that commiſſion was founded, But as an inde- 
pendent tate they could not take notice of perſons acting 
either under a commiſſion or an act of parliament, theſe 
being of a domeſtic nature, and relative to internal polity, 
but without authenticity as to foreign powers, | 


Tux Commiſſioners then, on the one hand, had no 
right to make the demand, as it was not contained in their 
commiſſion, and could not poſſibly have been in con- 
templation at the time of granting it : Beſides that, being 
in its nature purely military, it was the proper buſineſs of 
the Britiſh commander in chief. And, on the other hand, 
the Congreſs could not make a direct anſwer to it without 
receding from their right as repreſentatives of a ſovereign 
and independent people, 


Bur further: It being evident from the face of the 
quiſition, when com with their commiſſion, that t 


offered what they had no power to perform, it follows To 


that they deſigned to obtain the troops without giving the 
ſolid ſecurity which had been rightfully demanded for their 
performance of the convention. And from thence it is a 


O02 clear 
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clear inference, that they deſigned totally to diſregard the 


convention whenever the troops ſhould be in their poſ- 


ſeſſion. 


THESE reaſons taken together, ought certainly to have 
prevented the Congreſs from taking any notice of their re- 
uiſition. But one object of the commiſſioners was, to 
nd ſome ground for a charge againſt the Congreſs of a 
want of national faith and honor; and on that and every 
other occaſion it was of importance that the people of 
Ametica ſhould have materials to form a judgment of the 
conduct of their repreſentatives, On the th of September, 
therefore, a few days after the receipt of that, with ſome 
other papers, they came to the following reſolution : 


we: HERE AS Congreſs did, on the $th day of 
W January, 1778, reſolve, That the embarkation 


5 of lieutenant-general Burgoyne, and the troops under his 
command, be ſuſpended till a diſtinct and explicit ratifica- 


tion of the convention of Saratoga ſhall be properly notified 
by the court of Great · Britain to Congreſs . ; ; 


„ RESOLVED, That no ratification of the convention of 
Saratoga, which may be tendered in conſequence of powers 
which may reach that caſe by conſtruftion and implica- 
tion, or which may ſubje whatever is tranſacted relative 
to it, to the future approbation or diſapprobation of the 
parliament of Great-Britain, can be accepted by Congreſs.” 


On the 19th of September, 1778, the following letter 
was received by Congreſs ; | 


.0v.4 R, Meu-Vort, 19th September, 1778. 
8 N O THING but his majeſty's poſitive inſtructions, 


| of which I ſend you an extract, could have in- 
guced me to trouble you, or the American Congreſs, again 


bn the ſubject of the troops detained in New-England, in 


direct contravention of the treaty entered into at 8 
The negle& of the requiſitions already made on this ſ. 


ject, is altogether unprecedented among parties at war. 


I now, however, repeat the demand, that the convention of 


Saratoga 
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Saratoga be fulfilled ; and offer, by expreſs and recent au- 
thority from the king, received fince the date of the Jate 
requiſition. made by his majeſty's Commiſſioners, to renew, 
in his majeſty's name, all the conditions ſtipulated by lieu- 
tenant-general Burgoyne, in reſpect to the troops ving 
under his command. ö | 

I this I mean to diſcharge my duty, not only to the 
king, whoſe orders I obey; hut 1s the unhappy people, likewiſe, 
whoſe affairs are committed to you, and who, I hope, will have 
the candor to acquit me of the conſequences that muſt fol- 


low from the new ſyſtem of war you are pleaſed to intro- 
duce. I have the honor to be, Sir, | 


Your moſt obedient and moft humble ſervant, 
w | H. CrinTovw. 
Hig exce!lency HENRY Laurens, Ei; the 


preſident, and others the members of the _ 3 


Extra? of a letter from the right bonorable lard George 
Germain, ane F his maje/ty's principal ſecretaraes of flate, to 


his excellency general Sir Henry Clinton, X. B. &c. Se. Sc. 


dated Whitehall, Fune 12, 1778. 


* F AM to ſignify to you his majeſty's pleaſure, that you 
6 I do take — be. ſtep Jy the ſtrict en 
** of what is ſtipulated in the convention of Saratoga, on 
<< the part of lieutenant-general Burgoyne ; and that you 
“do give the fulleſt ane that the troops, when 
* embarked, ſhall be immediately ſent to Great-Britain, 
and every condition agreed upon W e 
« general Burgoyne and major- general Gates, reſpectin 

ge them, be faithfully obſerved. . 


A true extract, 


= *$# 


IT is worthy of remark, that this extract is dated at 
Whitehall, ſo early as the 12th of June, frgm whence to 
the 26th of Auguſt is 75 days; wherefore it is more than 
Probable that it was received previews, and not ſubſequent, 

8 | to 


Joux SMITH, feeretary.” Uh. 5 


ever written: 


ſamo 7 


to the requiſition made by the Commiſſioners, This cir- 
cumſtance heightens the fraudulent complexion of the pro- 
cedure; and in any caſe the extract ſhews the decided 
opinion of the Britiſh court, that their Commiſſioners had 
not the power by them pretended. 8 


Bur further: The Congreſs had reſolved on the 8th of 
January, 1778, on the moſt concluſive reaſons, That the 
*« embarkation of lieutenant-general | Burgoyne and the 
troops under his command be ſuſpended tl a diflinft and 
& explicit ratification of the convention of Saratoga ſhall be 
properly notified by the court of Great-Britain to Con- 

* greſs.“ But inſtead of this, there is ſimply a direction of 
a ſecretary of ſtate to their general © to give the fulleſt a- 
<« ſurances, &c.” which aſſurances, and the general who gave 
them, or the very ſecretary himſelf, might be diſavowed. 
The perſon who certifies 48 extract alſo might eaſily be 
diſavowed; nay, it is very poſſible that no ſuch letter was 

Nor can we argue againſt ſuch deceit from the 
baſeneſs of it; for thoſe who would do the many treacherous 


acts which they had committed during the war, who had 


borrowed from felons of the moſt pitiful kind the little vil- 
lainy of counterfeiting money, and with whom it was a fa- 
vorite maxim that no faith was to be kept with rebels, could 
hardly boggle at the ſending as an extract from a ſecretary 
of ſtate's letter what really was not ſuch an extract, But 
it is unneceſſary to dwell on theſe objections; for the laſt 
paragraph of Sir Henry Clinton's letter was ſo highly in- 
decent, that it would have been treaſon againſt the dignity 
of the people of America to have attended to it. The 
Congreſs, therefore, with great propriety, © ordered that 
<< the ſecretary return the following anſwer : Sir, I am 
directed to inform you, that the Congreſs of the United 
States of America make no anſwer to inſolent letters.“ 


| Brixo thus foiled in their ſeveral attempts to deceive, 
nothing remained but to terrify. For this purpoſe they on 


| . the 3d of October, 1778, publiſned the following mani- 


felto and proclamation ; 


To the members f the Congreſs, the members of the General 
Aſſemblies or Conventions of the ſeveral colonies, plantations and 
provinces 


PE 


province of New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts Bay, Rhode 
and, Connecticut, New-York, New- Ferſey, Pennſylvania, 
' the three Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia, and 
all others, free inhabitants of the ſaid colanies, of every rank 
and denommation. 3 
By the Earl of CARLISLE, Sir HENRY CLIN- 
T ON and WILLIAM EDEN, Ei; Commiſ- 


ners inted by his majeſiy in purſuance of an att © 
2 made 2 in he A yr of ti 24 
reign, to enable his maje y to appoint Commiſſuners to treat, 
- conſult and agree upon the means of quieting the diſorders 
' now ſubſiſting in certain of the colomes, plantations and pro- 
vinces in North- America. | 


6 Hs ING amply and repeatedly made known to 
| the Congreſs, and having alſo proclaimed to the” 
inhabitants of North-America in general, the benevolent | -- 


overtures of Great-Britain towards a re-union and coalition 
with her colonies, we do not think it conſiſtent either 
with the duty we owe to our country, or with a juſt re- 


fs 


gard to the characters we bear, to perſiſt in holding out 


offers, which, in our eſtimation, required only to be known 
to be moſt gratefully accepted; and we have accordingly, ex- 
cepting only the commander in chief, who will be detained 
by military duties, reſolved to return to England a few 
weeks after the date of this manifeſto and proclamation. - 


„„ Previous, however, to this deciſive ſtep, we are 
led, by a juſt anxiety for the great objects of our miſſion, 
to enlarge on ſome points which may not have been ſuf- 


ficiently underſtood, to recapitulate to our fellow ſubjects 


the bleſſings which we are empowered to confer, and to 


* 


warn them of the continued train of evils to which they 


are at preſent blindly and obſtinately expoſing themſelves, | 


declare, that we are ready to concur in all ſatisfactory and 

juſt arrangements for ſecuring to them and their reſpective 

conſtituents, the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, with the ex- 

emption from any impoſition of taxes by the parliament of 
XS, Great-Britain, 


Peay 
4 
* 
2 


* To the members of the Congreſs, then, we again | 


— 


s 


Gteat-Britain, and the irrevocable enjoyment of every 


privilege conſiſtent with that union of intereſts and force on 
which our mutual proſperity and the ſafety of our com- 
mon religion and liberty depend. We again aſſert, that 
the members of the Congreſs were not authorized by their 
conſtitution either to reject our offers without the previous 
conſideration and conſent of the ſeveral Aſſemblies and 
Conventions, their conſtituents; of to refer. us to pre- 
tended foreign treaties, which they know are deluſively 
framed in the firſt inſtance, and which have never yet been 
ratified by the people of this continent. And we onde 
more remind the members of the Congreſs, that they are 
reſponſible to their countrymen, to the world, and 0 844. 
for the continuance of this war, and for all the miſeries 
with which it muſt be attended. | 


To the General Aſſemblies and Conventions of the 
different colonies, plantations and provinces above-men- 
. tioned, we now ſeparately make the offers which we ori- 
- ginally tranſmitted to the Congreſs ; and we hereby call. 


upon and urge them to meet expreſsly for the purpoſe of 
conſidering whether every motive, political as well as 
moral, ſhould not decide their reſolution to embrace the 
occaſion of cementing a free and firm coalition with 
Great-Britain. It has not been, nor is it, our wiſh, to 
feek the objects which we are commiſſioned to purſue, b 

fomenting popular diviſions and partial cabals ; we think 
ſuch conduct would be ill ſuited to the generous nature of 


the offers made, and unbecoming the dignity of the we 


and the ſtate which makes them, But it is both our wi 
and our duty to encourage and fupport any men or bodies 
of men in their return of loyalty to our ſovereign and of 
affection to our fellow-ſubjects. 


To all others, free inhabitants of this once happy em- 
pire, we alſo addreſs ourſelves. Such of them as are 


actually in arms, of whatſoever rank or deſcription, will 
do well to recollect, that the grievances, whether real or 


ſuppoſed, which led them into this rebellion, have been 


for- ever removed, and that the juſt occaſion is arrived for 


their returning to the claſs of peaceful citizens. But if 
the honors of a military life are become their object, let 
| them 
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them ſeek. thoſe honors under the banners of their right- 
ful ſovereign, and in fighting the battles of the united 
Britiſh empire againſt our late mutual and natural enemy. 


c To thoſe whoſe profeſſion it is to exerciſe the functi- 
ons of religion on this continent, it cannot ſurely be un- 
known, that the foreign power with which the Con reſs 
is endeavoring to connect them, has ever been averſe to 
toleration, and inveterately oppoſed to the intereſts and 
freedom of the places of e which they ſerve; and 
that Great- Britain, from whom they are for the preſent ſe- 
parated, muſt, both from the principles of her conſtitution 
and of proteltantiſm, be at all times the beſt guardian of 
liberty, and moſt diſpoſed to promote and ex- 
te n 


it. 


To all thoſe who can eſtimate the bleſſings of peace, 
and its influence over agriculture, arts and commerce, Wh 
can feel a due anxi 57 the education and eſtabliſhment 
of their children, or who can place a juſt value on do- 
meſtic a think it ſufficient to obſerve, that they 
are made by their leaders to continue involved in all the 
calamities of war, without having either a juſt object to 
— N ſubſiſting grievance which may not inſtantly 


Bur if there be any perſons who, diveſted of miſtaken 
reſentments, and eee by ſelfiſh intereſts, really 
think that it is for the benefit of the colonies to ſeparate 
themſelves from Great-Britain, and that, ſo ſeparated, 
they will find a conſtitution more mild, more free, and - 
better calculated for their proſperity than that which = 
heretofore enjoyed, and which we are empowered and diſ- 
poſed to renew and improve; with ſuch perſons we will 


not diſpute a poſition which ſeems to be ſufficiently con- 


tradicted by the experience they have had. But we think 


it right to leave them fully aware of the change which th 
maintaining ſuch a poſition muſt make in the whole na- 


ture and future conduct of this war; more eſpecially when 

to this poſition is added the pretended alliance with the 

court of France. The policy, as well as the benevolence 

of Great-Britain, have 3 * far checked the extremes of 
| war, 
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war, when they tended to diſtreſs a people ftill conſidered 
as our fellow- ſubjects, and to deſolate a country ſhortly to 
become again a ſource of mutual advantage : But when 
that country profeſſes the unnatural deſign not only of 
eftranging herſelf from us, but of mortgaging herſelf and 
her reſources to our enemies, the whole conteſt is changed; 
and the queſtion is, how far Great-Britain may, by every 
means in her power, deſtroy or render uſeleſs a connection 
contrived for her ruin, and for the aggrandizement of 
France. Under ſuch circumſtances the laws of ſelf- pre- 
ſervation muſt direct the conduct of Great-Britain ; and 
if the Britiſh colonies are to become an acceſſion to France, 


will direct her to render that acceſſion of as little avail as 
poſſible to her enemy. | | | 
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Ir, however, there are any who think, that notwith- 
ſtanding theſe reaſonings, the independence of the colonies 
will, in the reſult, be acknowledged by Great-Britain ; to 
them we anſwer without reſerve, that we neither poſſeſs or 
expect powers for that purpoſe ; and that, if Great-Britain 
could ever have ſunk ſo low as to adopt ſuch a meaſure, 
we ſhould not have thought ourſelves compellable to be 
the inſtruments in making a conceſſion, which would, in 
our opinion, be catamitous to the colonies, for whom it is 
made, and diſgraceful, as well as calamitous, to the country 
from which it is required. And we think proper to de- 
clare, that in this ſpirit and ſentiment we have regularly 
written from this continent to Great-Britain. 


Ir will now become the colonies in general to call 
to mind their own ſolemn appeals to Heaven in the be- 
ginning of this conteſt, that they took arms only for the 
redreſs of grievances, and that it would be their wiſh, as 
well as their intereſt, to remain for-ever connected with 
4 Great-Britain, We again aſk them, whether all their 
72 grievances, real or ſuppoſed, have not been amply and 
"ng. di redreſſed? And we infiſt, that the offers we have 
made, leave nothing to be wiſhed, in point either of im- 
mediate liberty or permanent ſecurity : If thoſe offers are 
now rejected, we withdraw from the exerciſe of a com- 
miſſion with which we have in vain been honored ; the 
fame liberality will no longer be due from Great-Britain, 
| nor 
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nor can it either in juſtice or policy be expected 
from her, 7 ; 


te In fine, and for the fuller manifeſtation as well of the 


diſpoſition we bear, as of the gracious-and ous pur- 


es of the commiſſion under which we act, we hereby 
declare, that whereas his majeſty, in purſuance of an act, 
made and paſſed in the eighteenth ſeſſion of parliament, 


entitled, . An act to enable his majeſty to appoint Com- 
* miſſioners with ſufficient powers to treat, conſult and 


Fe upon the means of quieting the diſorders now 
6 ſadlilting in certain of the 8 plantations and 
„ provinces of North-America,“ having been pleaſed to 
authorize and empower us to grant a pardon or pardons 
to any number or deſcription of perſons within the colo- 
nies, plantations and provinces of New-Hampſhire, Maſ- 
ſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode 


Carolina and Georgia: And whereas the good effects of 


-Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, . 
ew- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the three lower Counties on 
elaware, land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South» - 


the ſaid authorities and powers towards the people at large, | 


would have long ſince taken place, if a due uſe had been 


made of our firſt communications and overtures, and have 


thus far been fruſtrated only by the precipitate reſo- 
Jution of the members of the Congreſs not to treat with 
us, and by their declining to Cant with their conſti- 
tuents: We now, in . our appeal to thoſe conſti- 
tuents, and to the free inhabitants of this continent in ge- 
neral, have determined to give to them what in our opinion 
ſhould have been the firſt object of thoſe who appeared to 
have taken the management of their intereſts, and adopt 
this mode of carrying the ſaid authorities and powers into 
execution. We accordingly hereby grant and proclaim a par- 
don or pardons of all and all manner of treaſoms or miſpriſions 
4 treaſons, by any perſon or perſons, or by any number or 

eſcription of perſons within 1 ſaid colonies, plantations or 


provinces, counſelled, commanded, acted or done on or before * | 4 


date of this manifeſto and proclamation. 


* AND we farther declare and proclaim, that if 
any perſon or perſons, or any number or deſcription of 
| perſons within the ſaid colonies, plantations and pro= 
vinces, now actually ſerving either in a civil or military 

| P2 * Capacity 
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capacity in this rebellion, ſhall, at any time during the 
continuance of this manifeſto and proclamation, withdraw + 
himſelf or themſelves from ſuch civil or military ſervice, 
and ſhall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good and 
faithful ſubje& or ſubjects to his majeſty, to demean him- 
ſelf or themſelves, ſuch perſon or corny or ſuch number 
and deſcription of perſons, ſhall become and be fully en- 
titled to, and hereby obtain all the benefits of, the pardon 
or pardons hereby granted; excepting only from the ſaid 
| pardon or pardons every perſon, and every number or 
deſcription of perſons, who, after the date of this mani- 
feſto and proclamation, ſhall, under the pretext of au- 
thority, as judges, jurymen, miniſters, or officers of civil 
Juſtice, be . in executing and putting to death 
any of his majeſty's ſubjects within the ſaid colonies, 
plantations and provinces. 1 
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&*& AND we think proper farther to declare, that nothing 
herein contained is meant, or ſhall be conſtrued, to ſet at 
liberty any perſon or perſons now being a priſoner or pri- 
ſoners, or who, during the continuance of this rebellion, 
ſhall become a priſoner or priſoners, 4 


| & Anp we offer to the colonies at large, or ſeparately, 
a general or ſeparate peace, with the revival of their an- 
tient governments ſecured againſt any future infringe- 
ments, and protected for-ever from taxation by Great- 
Britain, And, with reſpe& to ſuch farther regulations, 
whether civil, military or commercial, as they may wiſh 
to be framed and eſtabliſhed, we promiſe all the concur- 
rence and aſſiſtance that his majeſty's commiſſion au- 
thorizes and enables us to give. 


% AND we declare, that this manifeſto and proclama- 

tion ſhall continue and be in force 47 days from the 

"+ _ thereof, that is to ſay, from the third day of October 
dio the eleventh day of November, both incluſive. 


© AND, in order that the whole contents of this ma- 
nifeſto and proclamation may be more fully known, we 
ſhall direct copies thereof, both in the Engliſh and Ger- 
man language, to be tranſmitted by flags of truce to the 
Congreſs, 


[wm 1] 
Congreſs, the General Aſſemblies or Conventions of the 


colonies, plantations and provinces, and to ſeveral perſons 
both in civil and military capacities within the ſaid colo- 
nies, plantations and provinces. And, for the further ſe- 
curity in times to come of the ſeveral perſons or numbers 
or deſcriptions of perſons who are or may be the objects of 
this manifeſto and proclamation, we have ſet our hands 
and ſeals to thirteen copies thereof, and have tranſmitted 
the ſame to the thirteen colonies, plantations and pro- 
vinces above-mentioned ; and we are willing to hope that 
the whole of this manifeſto and proclamation will be 
fairly and freely publiſhed and circulated for the imme- 
diate, general and moſt ſerious conſideration and benefit of 


all his majeſty's ſubjects on this continent. And we ear- 


neſtly exhort all perſons who by this inſtrument forthwith 
receive the bevelit of the king's pardon, at the ſame time 
that they entertain a becoming ſenſe of thoſe lenient and 
_ affeQtionate meaſures whereby they are now freed from 
many grievous charges which might have riſen in judge- 
ment, or have been brought in queſtion againſt them, to 
make a wiſe improvement of the ſituation in which this 
manifeſto and proclamation places them, and not only to 
recollect, that a perſeverance in the preſent rebellion, or 
any adherence to the treaſonable connection attempted to 
be framed with a foreign power, will, after the preſent 
grace extended, be conſidered as crimes of the moſt aggra- 
vated kind, but to vie with each other in eager and cor- 
dial endeavors to ſecure their own peace and promote and 
eſtabliſh the proſperity of their countrymen and the gene- 
ral weal of the empire, | | 


*© AND, purſuant to his majeſty's commiſſion, we hereby 
require all officers civil and military, and, all others his 
majeſty's loving ſubjects whatſoever, to be aiding and aſ- 
ſiſting unto us in the execution of this our manifeſto and 
proclamation, and of all the matters herein contained, 


4* 


Groen at New-York, this zd day of October 1778. Sas 


CarLIisLE, (L. S.) 

H. CLINTON, k. s.) 

N WM. EDEN. (L. S. 

By their excellencies command, : 

| | ADdam FERGUSON, ſecretary.” 
By 
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By ſome accidents in the conveyance of this proclama- 
tion, it was a long time before it came officially to Con- 
greſs, though it Fad been re-publiſhed from the New- 

ork papers in thoſe of the United States, As ſoon, 
however, as it arrived, it produced the following folemg 
appeal: | 


By the CONGRESS of the United States of America, 
MAN I F-2*$-F O. 


7 1 E United States having been driven to 
| hoſtilities by the oppreſſive and tyrannous mea» 
ſures of Great-Britain ; having been compelled to com- 
mit the eſſential rights of man to the deciſion of arms; 
and having been at length forced to ſhake off a yoke which 
had grown too burthenſome to bear, they Sh ite them» 
ſelves free and independent. | | | 


.-  * CoNFIDING in a their cauſe; confiding in 
HIM who diſpoſes of human events, although weak and 
unprovided, they ſet the power of their enemies at defiance, 


„ In this confidence they have continued through the 
various fortune of three bloody campaigns, unawed N the 
power, unſubdued by the — Hou of their foes. Their 
virtuous Citizens have borne, without repining, the loſs of 
many things which make life deſirable. heir brave 
troops have patiently endured the hardſhips and dangers of 
a ſituation, fruitful in both beyond former example, 


Tux Congreſs, conſidering themſelves bound to 
love their enemies, as children of that Being who is 
equally the Father of all; and deſirous, ſince they could 
not prevent, at leaſt to alleviate, the calamities of war, 
have ſtudied to ſpare thoſe who were in arms againſt them, 
and to lighten the chains of captivity. 


+ « Tax conduct of thoſe ſerving under the king of 


Great-Britain hath, with ſome few exceptions, been 
diametrically oppoſite. "They have laid wafte the open 
country, burned the defenceleſs villages, and butchered 
the citizens of America, Their priſons have been the 
faughter-houſes of her ſoldiers, their ſhips of her 2 2 
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and che ſevereſt injuries have been aggravated by the 
groſſeſt inſult. | | | 


« FolLED in their vain attempt to ſubjugate the un- 
conquerable ſpirit of freedom, they have meanly aſſailed 
the repreſentatives of America with bribes, with deceit, 
and the ſervility of adulation. They have made a mock of 
humanity, by the wanton deſtruction of men: They have 
made a mock of religion, by impious appeals to God whilſt 
in the violation of his ſacred commands: They have made 
a mock even of reaſon itſelf, by endeavoring to prove, 
that the liberty and happineſs of America could ſafely be 

entruſted to thoſe who have ſold their own, unawed by the 
ſenſe of virtue or of ſhame. - 


« TREATED with the contempt which ſuch conduct 
deſerved, they have applied to individuals : They have 
ſolicited them to break the bonds of allegiance, and imbue 
their ſouls with the blackeſt of crimes : But, fearing that 
none could be found through theſe United States equal to 
the wickedneſs of their purpoſe, to influence weak minds, 
they have threatened more wide devaſtation, 


« WuHiLE the ſhadow of hope remained, that our 
enemies could be taught by our example to reſpe& thoſe 
laws which are held ſacred among civilized nations, and to 
comply with the dictates of a religion which they pretend 
in common with us to believe and to revere, they have 
been left to the influence of that religion and that example. 
But ſince their incorrigible diſpofitions cannot be touched 


by kindneſs and compaſſion, it becomes our duty by other 


means to vindicate the rights of humanity. 


„ Wx, therefore, the Congreſs of the Uhited States of 
America, do folemnly declare and proclaim, that if our 
enemies preſume to execute their threats, or perſiſt in their 
preſent career of barbarity, we will take ſuch exemp 


vengeance as ſhall deter others from a like conduct. © 


appeal to that God who ſearcheth the hearts of men, for 
the rectitude of our intentions; and in his holy preſence 
we declare, that as we are not moved by any light and 


haſty ſuggeſtions of anger or revenge, ſo through every 


— 


2 


(ww 1 
poſſible change of fortune we will adhere to this our 


determination. 


Done in Congreſs, by unanimous conſent, the thirtieth day o 
October, a Rv ſeven fas and ſeventy-eight, 4 
Henry LAURENS, preſident. 


Atteſt, - CHARLES THOMSON, ſecretary.” 
THrvs all negotiation for dependence being at an end, 


Great-Britain and America are now to contend on the 


following points: 1ſt, On the part of Great-Britain it is 
declared, that as we will not ſubmit, and ſhe cannot ſubdue, 
ſhe will attempt to ruin and deſtroy, 2dly. On the part 
of America it is declared, that if the war is proſecuted in 
a manner not conformable to the laws of nations, the con- 
duct of-her enemies ſhall be retaliated. : h 


Ir our enemies were under the guidance of reaſon, they 
would deſiſt from thoſe efforts with which they threaten 
us; 11t. Becauſe, although they may burn many defence- 
leſs towns, and ravage much of the open country, the at- 
tempt to ruin us muſt be unſucceſsful, and the expence of 
it enormous; not to mention that their whole force is 
neceſſary for their own defence, which neceſſity will daily 
increaſe. 2dly. Becauſe their barbarity, by exaſperating 
more the minds of the Americans, will more efie-Qually 
wean them from all attachment to, and connection with, 
Great-Britain, as well political as commercial. 3dly. Be- 
cauſe they muſt expect that our allies will afford every aid 
in their power to vindicate the violated rights of nations 
which indeed they are bound to do, not only in common 
with all other ſovereigns, but by the powerful principles of 
faith and affection. And gthly. Becauſe ſuch conduct on 
their part would juſtify on ours not cnly the breach of a 
compacts which might be entered into, but even the — 
ſanguinary meaſures at the moſt diſtant period; nay more, 
would demand a remembrance of the injury, until ſuch 
ample vengeance would be taken as would in future pre- 
vent ſimilar inſults from others. 


Bur the unreaſonableneſs of theſe meaſures is very" os 
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from being a concluſive. argument why they will not 
adopt them; 1ſt. Becauſe their whole conduct, with re- 
lation to this country, bears ſuch ſtrong marks of folly, 
that to ſuppoſe: they will not obſtinately perſiſt in it, 


would argue a degree of weakneſs and infidelity. 2dly. 


Becauſe it is perh cy that they ſhould make « 1 | F 


a viſitation to every tate, in order to purge it of the moſt * _ 
turbulent part of the diſaffected, and puniſh the remainder 5 


by the deſtruction of their property, thereby bringing 


home to their feelings that conviction which was not to 
be in the common way of. reaſoning. Ah, Be- 
cauſe ſomething muſt be allowed to the anguiſh of diſ- 
appointed avarice and ambition; for, ſince no hope re- 
mains of acquiring that dominion which was the object 
of their fervent 7% Boy it is perfectly natural that men, 
free from the influence of juſtice or humanity, ſhould: ©... 
take any and every method to fatiate the vengeance of 
defeated deſpotiſm. And athly. Becauſe, as they ſuppoſe, 
they have offended us ren forgiveneſs ; ſo they con- 
clude that we ſhall be ſtimulated by- paſſions like their 
own, to proſecute their ruin: In which caſe, being too 
haughty to aſk our friendſhip, they have no alternative 
but to endeavor to render our enmity as little dangerous 
as poſſible. | | 3 | 


On the other. hand, the determination of America to 
retaliate, is dictated by every motive of policy and juſtice, 
and muſt terminate to the great prejudice of Britain, and 
the ruin of her adherents on this fide of the Atlantic: 
Nor can the means be wanting; the towns on her coaſt * 
are at leaſt as defenceleſs as ours; and their citizens, un- 
uſed to arms, are utterly incapable of repelling an aſſault. 
A ſmall ſum of money would wrap their metropolis in 
flames. Their ſubjects and adherents may eaſily be found 
in any part of the earth ; and the dreaded fcalping-knife 
itſelf may, in the hands of our riflemen, ſpread horror 
through their iſland. Theſe and many other methods 
may readily. be deviſed ; and certainly ſome critical mo- 
ment will offer itſelf-in the flow of time to proclaim to 
them the injuries of America in the rough ſounds 
merited barbarity. | Ao e 
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8 _* ConsDERING the prevent ſituation and connections, 
„ we cannot but be ſenſible that the independence of Ame- 
E rica is fully ſecured, and 1 left to guard againſt but 
ps the ravages, of a cruel foe, and the deran t of our 
finances. To effect the former, we muſt hold ourſelves 
ready to repel force by force wherever aſſailed, and firmly 
$r<to t every infringement of the law of nations with un- 
[a « feeling perſeverance, To remedy the latter, ceconomy in 
18 © the expenditure of money, and taxation, are the natural 
; means, and, in addition to theſe, private ceconomy, founded 
on a conviction that the monies wantonly expended in 
| the preſent moment of depreciation, will ſoon be deep 
regretted when it hath recovered its full value. By fu 
ſteps we ſhall fruſtrate the deſigns of our enemies, and 
haſten that moment when the United States of North- 
America, rifing from diſtreſs to glory, ſhall diſpenſe to 
their citizens the bleſſings of that peace, liberty and ſafety 
- for which we have virtuouſly and vigorouſly contended. 


= ; Tux portals of the temple we have raiſed to freedom, 
- : Thall then be thrown wide, as an aſylum to mankind. 
| America ſhall receive to her boſom and comfort and cheer - 
72 - "the oppreſſed, the miſerable and the poor of every nation 
[ | and of every clime. The enterpriſe of extending com- 
_ mL merce ſhall wave her friendly flag over the billows of the 
_ |. Temoteft regions. Induſtry ſhall collect and bear to her 
1 ſhores all the various productions of the earth, and all by 


on which human life and human manners are poliſhed'and 
WG adorned. In becoming acquainted with the religions, the 
-þ cuſtoms and the laws, the wiſdom, virtues and follies and 
| prejudices of different countries, we ſhall be taught to 
cheriſh the principles of general benevolence. We ſhall 
learn to conſider all men as our brethren, being equally 

children of the Univerſal Parent---that God of 
heavens and of the earth, whoſe *nfinite' majeſty, for pro- 
5 / _vidential favor during the late revolution, almighty power 
285 in our preſervation from impending ruin, and gracious 
. mercy in our redemption from the iron ſhackles of de- 

ſpotiſm, we cannot ceaſe with gratitude and with deep 
humility to praiſe, to reverence and adore. 
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